
 

 

 

Memo       
To:   Municipal and County Farmland Preservation Program Administrators  
  Municipal Agriculture Advisory Committee Members 
  County Agriculture Development Board Members  
  Non-Profit Preservation Partners       
From:     Susan E. Payne, Executive Director 
Date:     4/5/2021 
Re: Right to Farm Act Amendment  P.L.2020, c.154. - housing of equine-related farm 

employees in facilities with horses under certain conditions as "Right to Farm" 
permissible activity 

P.L.2020 c.154 recently amended the Right to Farm Act (RTFA) and extends Right to Farm (RTF) 
eligibility to year-round, full-time agricultural, equine laborers. We have attached a copy of the new law.   
 
Please note this new legislation extends RTF protection eligibility to the housing of "full-time, year-round 
equine-related farm employees in the same building or facility as horses." The law explicitly excludes 
eligibility for the housing of migrant or seasonal employees/workers. This bill is significant because, for 
the first time, the housing of "agricultural laborers" will be eligible for RTF protection.  
 
The law directs the SADC to adopt implementing regulations but does not set a deadline. The SADC 
has added the development of a corresponding Agricultural Management Practice (AMP) to our work 
calendar; however, this will take some time.   
 
To avoid a lack of service to the equine community before the AMP adoption, the SADC sought advice 
from the Office of the Attorney General (OAG) regarding the ability of County Agriculture Development 
Boards (CADBs) to hear and process RTF complaints or Site Specific Agricultural Management 
Practice (SSAMP) requests under the new law prior to SADC’s adoption of a new AMP.  Based on the 
advice received, the SADC has determined that CADBs can now accept RTF cases enabled by the 
new law’s provisions because the law is very detailed, and the new legislation has not disturbed the 
existing RTF procedures for issuing an SSAMP wherein CADBs can hear and decide matters that are 
not the subject of adopted AMPs.   
  
If you have any questions regarding this issue, please contact Alison Reynolds, Legal Specialist at 
alison.reynolds@ag.nj.gov .  
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