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Legislative Update 2015 

“We Remember” 

-click icon below for smoking safety- 

        IN THIS POSTING...            

Excellence in Public Safety 

SOCIAL MEDIA IS THE CENTER OF FOCUS AT 
THE 2014 JUVENILE FIRESETTER CONFERENCE  

Dr. Wendy Lader addresses the opening 
session at the 12th Annual New Jersey 
Juvenile Firesetter Conference presented by 
the Division of Fire Safety, Kean University 
and the International Association of Arson 
Investigators-NJ Chapter. The conference, 
held at the Middlesex Fire Academy, provided 
two days of intensive examination of the 
impact social media is having on public safety. 

http://www.usfa.fema.gov/campaign/smoking/
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SOCIAL MEDIA IS THE CENTER OF FOCUS AT 
THE 2014 JUVENILE FIRESETTER CONFERENCE  

Conference coordinator and NJDFS Community Risk 
Reduction head Charles Lavin expresses his thanks to  
organizers and hosts of this year’s conference. 
Attendees included representatives from the states 
of Oregon, Michigan, Florida and New York state. 

Acting Director William Kramer, Jr. and                     
Dr. Wendy Lader share a moment during a break in 
the Conference proceedings. Conference attendance  
represented a cross section of fire service, law        
enforcement and social welfare professionals. 
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SOCIAL MEDIA IS THE CENTER OF FOCUS AT 
THE 2014 JUVENILE FIRESETTER CONFERENCE  

The 2014 Conference is a chance to commemorate the 
contributions of Juvenile Firesetter advocates. This 
year’s Paul J. Hartstein Achievement Award 
went to Tammy DeLucca (center) of the Cherry Hill Fire 
Department. She is joined here by (far left) 
Commissioner Kevin Krushinski, Vice Chair of the New 
Jersey Fire Safety Commission, and William Kramer, Jr.  
 
Tammy’s mom and family were on hand to present the 
award, given each year in memory of former longtime 
Camden County Fire Marshal and  New Jersey Fire 
Safety Commission member Paul J. Hartstein. 

The full two-day conference includes numerous opportunities to interact with peer professionals in an 
open setting at lunch or during classroom breaks. Those who attended “Social Media: What’s 
Trending” with Joe Zobel of Montclair State University Fire Safety Department got a chance to 
participate in dynamic role playing. Click the link below to view this activity. 

Classroom Video 

http://www.state.nj.us/dca/divisions/dfs/pdf/fall_2014_brochure.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qmi2woShSNg&feature=youtu.be
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2014: A FAREWELL TO LONGTIME DIVISION 
EMPLOYEES AND A SALUTE TO THEIR SERVICE 

Over one half century of experience with the State of New Jersey, Division of Fire Safety  
marks the recent retirement of long time employees (left to right) Penny Hartsoe, Cindy 
Johnson and Carol Quinn, known to many without exception as the familiar voices on 
the other end of questions posed to the Division for everything short of a cat up a tree to 
the Registration and Inspection Management System, (RIMS). 
 
Upon behalf of Governor Chris Christie, DCA Commissioner Richard Constable III and 
Acting Director William Kramer, Jr. come both heartfelt good wishes for the future and a 
sincere appreciation for a job well done.  

Code Inspections Supervisor Glenn Smyth 
reads congratulatory notices from the Governor. 

Recognition for Penny, Carol and Cindy came in the form 
of certificates of appreciation but as meaningfully from     
their fellow employees whom they count as friends. 
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PREPAREDNESS GUIDES PROVIDE COLD WEATHER 
COMMUNITY RISK REDUCTION STRATEGIES 

Hurricane Sandy proved how 
large a role social media can 
play during a storm. However, 
an enduring lesson on how it 
can assist community risk     
reduction before  the storm 
can be found here. 
 

<click graphic> 

The winter heating season, along with a 
severe winter storm, can conspire to  
create situations where CO poisoning is 
a possibility. The general public expects 
those they trust to rescue them to fully 
inform them of the hazards that coexist 
with severe weather and catastrophic 
storms. 
 
Please download the CDC CO Poisoning 
Prevention Toolkit and take advantage 
of the wealth of free community risk 
reduction public education materials. 

For example a 
bilingual door 
hanger... 

http://www.community.fema.gov/connect.ti/readynpm/view?objectId=3231504&exp=e1
https://www.nphic.org/toolkits/carbon-monoxide
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DIVISION ISSUES SECURITY ALERT 
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 NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF STATE FIRE  
MARSHALS OFFERS ONLINE TRAINING 

FIRE FOCUS:THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF FIRE SAFETY 

(from the National Volunteer Fire Council) 

Last year, fires killed over 3,000 people, injured 
more than 15,000, and caused an estimated $11.5 
billion in damage. Over a five-year period, the 
cause of ignition in the National Fire Incident     
Reporting System (NFIRS) was unknown in almost 
three out of every five home fire deaths, 
according to the United States Fire Administration 
and the National Fire Protection Association. 
Recognizing the reporting gap in NFIRS, the 
National Association of State Fire Marshals 
(NASFM) has launched a free, online training 
program for the fire service, “Understanding Your 
Role in Fire Incident Data,” available at NASFM’s 
training portal.  

The new training program is the result of a project 
by NASFM’s Fire Education Research Foundation, 
funded by a FEMA Fire Prevention and Safety 
Grant, to determine the root causes contributing 
to the reporting gap and develop a training 
solution to help fire departments across the 
nation with stronger reporting practices.  

“The new training program addresses such an   
important gap in our national fire incident data,” 
said Butch Browning, NASFM President and 
Louisiana State Fire Marshal. “If we don’t know 
what is causing these fires, we really can’t work 
effectively to prevent them with solutions that 
specifically address the root problems. “ 
 
To ensure that the program was applicable in as 
many environments as possible, the NASFM 
Foundation developed it in close collaboration 
with the International Association of Fire Chiefs, 
International Association of Fire Fighters, National 
Fire Information Council, National Fire Protection 

Association, National Volunteer Fire Council, the 
North American Fire Training Directors, the United 
States Fire Administration, and the Vision 20/20 
project. 

 Closing the loop. So often, there is a 
disconnect within fire departments between 
those who make the initial fire report entry, 
such as the line officer, and the fire investigator 
who later determines the cause of the fire, and 
the initial report is not updated with the new 
information. 

 Clearing the litigation cloud. Fire departments 
are often reluctant to enter the cause of the 
fire unless they are 100% sure because of the        
potential for being called to task later during 
any court proceedings. 

 Black Hole. A number of people interviewed 
for the project had an inaccurate impression 
that the information went into a “black hole” 
and  didn’t really make any difference, either 
locally or nationally. 

 Complexity. The current NFIRS systems is    
perceived as being overly complex and not      
user-friendly, which discourages those using it 
from taking the time to accurately enter the             
information. 

 
This online course at takes approximately one hour 
and a certificate of completion is available after 
finishing the course that can be used for continuing 
education requirements. In addition, since this 
training program is self-guided, it can be easily   
incorporated into recruit training at a fire academy 
or station level and used by full-time, call, and   
volunteer fire departments. 

www.nasfm-training.org 

http://www.nasfm-training.org/
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2014 NATIONAL FIRE PREVENTION WEEK A 
MONTH-LONG NEW JERSEY CELEBRATION 

Division personnel maintain an     
active schedule of public  

education outreach, joining    
hundreds of departments in the 

state conducting open houses 
and social media awareness 

 throughout the month. 
 

It is a time honored tradition of 
the fire service to instruct those 

who depend upon them to rescue 
them to teach them how to stay 

safe when they are not. 

Captain Greg Kirkham spent many years as Jim Macintyre's 
understudy as Division “Sparky’s House” expert. The day 
care centers and pre-K kids at both Kean University and 
Middlesex County College benefit from Greg’s natural 
ability to both reassure and instruct the very young how 
they can stay safe from fire. 

Arson Unit Canine Titan 
gets introduced to one 
of the many children 
that witness Captain 
Steve Letts’, Arson Unit 
Investigator and Canine 
handler, presentations 
throughout the year to 
school children across 
the state. Needless to 
say the demonstrations 
are very popular and 
very informative as well. 
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2014 NATIONAL FIRE PREVENTION WEEK A 
MONTH-LONG NEW JERSEY CELEBRATION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
During National Fire Prevention Month the  
Montclair State University Department of Fire 
Safety, with the assistance of the Little Falls Fire 
Department,  staged a “mock dorm room burn” 
to show students how quickly a fire can spread in 
a dorm room.  
 
The event, was billed as the “Big Bohn-Blanton 
Burn,” was held  at the University’s Blanton/
Bohn Quad, and was witnessed by many          
students.    
 
“The mock dorm room burn is a training tool that 
is used around the country to inform residents 
about how fast a fire can grow and how             
important it is to evacuate on every fire alarm,” 
said Robert Ferrara, Director of Fire Safety at 
Montclair State University. 
 
 “We will also show what happens when smoke 
detectors are covered or tampered with.” 
 
According to Ferrara, this event is the first time 
that currently enrolled students are able to take 
part in a program like this.  

New Jersey’s Uniform Fire Code contains a      
mandatory requirement that all on campus      
college and university housing in the state be 
equipped with fire sprinkler systems. 
 
The University has staged similar mock burns in 
years past. Students saw first-hand a fire’s stages 
– ignition, growth, flashover and decay – as they 

watched a replica of a dorm room burn. They 
saw just how rapidly a fire can increase, by 
doubling every 30 seconds, how certain fire 
code violations accelerate a fire, how much 
toxic smoke is released and the amount of 

damage a fire can do to a dorm room in a short 
period of time.    
 
The mock dorm room burn is intended to change 
students’ mindsets about the importance of fire 
drills. The goal is to stop students from being 
complacent about drills by showing them that 
evacuating a dorm as quickly as possible during a 
drill is a necessary step in saving lives should a 
fire break out. 
 
The fire safety education event is made possible 

by the Montclair State University Department of 

Fire Safety, the Montclair State Department of 

Residence Life and the Little Falls Fire 

Department. Additional assistance and support is 

provided by Montclair State University Facilities/

Grounds, the Montclair State Center for Student 

Involvement, the New Jersey Department of 

Environmental Protection, the New Jersey 

Division of Fire Safety and Firefighter University.               

More information: 

zobelj@mail.montclair.edu 

Live burn at Montclair State 
University.  

(click photo for full video ) 

mailto:zobelj@mail.montclair.edu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sO4o6c3XtVY


 

10 

FIRE FOCUS THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF FIRE SAFETY 

 

FIRE FOCUS:THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF FIRE SAFETY 

FBI ‘ACTIVE SHOOTER’ STUDY IMPORTANT 
FIREFIGHTER SITUATIONAL AWARNESS TOOL 

The recently released Federal Bureau of Investigation’s report on “active 
shooter” incidents is an important tool for all emergency service person-
nel. There may be times where the fire service and law enforcement have  
conflicting missions in the event of a working fire where an active shooter 
and an educational facility are in play.  
 
In addition to these incidents are recent “ambush” events  in Tallahassee, 
Florida this year and in the Rochester, NY area in 2012. To enhance your  
situational awareness skills you should read the report: 

                                                                                  FBI REPORT 

http://www.fbi.gov/news/stories/2014/september/fbi-releases-study-on-active-shooter-incidents/fbi-releases-study-on-active-shooter-incidents
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NATIONAL FIRE ACADEMY OFFERS CAREER 
TRACK MANAGING OFFICER COURSES   

FIRE FOCUS:THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF FIRE SAFETY 

The United States Fire Administration’s National Fire 
Academy (NFA) announces a new training program 
aimed at improving the professional skills of America’s 
fire and emergency medical services first responders. 
Called the Managing Officer (MO) program, the 
curriculum emphasizes leadership, safety, community 
risk   reduction, training, and technology for those men 
and women who may be embarking on supervisory 
roles in their organization. 
  
The MO program differs from other NFA programs by 
providing new officers a defined nationally-recognized 
curriculum. Students will be able to complete the     
program in as little as two years, and will receive a NFA 
capstone certificate when they finish.  
  
NFA Superintendent Dr. Denis Onieal explained, “The 
MO program will fulfill the four universal elements of 
professional development: higher education, training 
and certification, continuing education and experience. 
This includes a combination of self-study, state and   
local training, and resident courses at the National 
Emergency Training Center in Emmitsburg, Maryland.” 
  

The program curriculum and entrance 
requirements were established by the NFA 
Board of Visitors.  
 
The four resident courses include 
Contemporary Training Concepts for Fire and 
EMS, Applications of Community Risk  
Reduction, Transitional Safety Leadership and 
Analytical Tools for Decision-Making.   
 
  
APPLY NOW! For additional information, refer 
to the Managing Officer website at:              
 

http://www.usfa.fema.gov/nfa/
managing_officer_program/index.shtm 

 

National Fire Academy, Emmitsburg, Maryland 

http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQwNzMwLjM0NTg3MzkxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MDczMC4zNDU4NzM5MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTI2ODU0JmVtYWlsaWQ9amVycnkuY2xhcmtAZGNhLnN0YXRlLm5qLnVzJnVzZXJpZD1qZXJye
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQwNzMwLjM0NTg3MzkxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MDczMC4zNDU4NzM5MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTI2ODU0JmVtYWlsaWQ9amVycnkuY2xhcmtAZGNhLnN0YXRlLm5qLnVzJnVzZXJpZD1qZXJye
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FIREFIGHTER EQUIPMENT PROTECTION ACT 
H.R. 5483 was introduced by Congressman Tim 
Griffin (AR-2) on September 16, 2014. The bill     
prevents the Defense Logistics Agency from basing 
any decisions about firefighting equipment           
donations on Environmental Protection Agency 
emissions standards. 

FISCAL YEAR 2015 HOMELAND SECURITY  
APPROPRIATIONS ACT 
H.R. 4903 was introduced by Congressman John 
Carter (TX-31) on June 19, 2014.                                 
S. 2534 was introduced by Senator Mary Landrieu 
(LA) on June 26, 2014.Summary: The bill makes   
appropriations for programs and activities of the     
Department of Homeland Security for Fiscal Year 
2015.                                                                             

FEDERAL FIREFIGHTERS FAIRNESS ACT                    
H.R. 3718  was introduced by Congresswoman Lois 
Capps (CA-24) on December 12, 2013.                                                 
S. 2266 was introduced by Senator Thomas Carper 
(DE) on April 29, 2014. The legislation creates a pre-
sumption that federal firefighters who are disabled 
by heart disease, lung disease, specified cancers 
and infectious diseases, contracted such illness-
es  while performing their duties as firefighters.   

PROTECTING VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS AND 
EMERGENCY RESPONDERS ACT 
S. 1798 was introduced on December 10, 2013 by 
Senator Mark Warner (VA). 

H.R. 3685 was introduced on December 10, 2013 
by Congressman Lou Barletta (PA-11). The legis-
lation ensures that volunteers are not counted as 
full-time employees under the shared responsi-
bility requirements contained in the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act.    

NICHOLAS AND ZACHARY BURT MEMORIAL   
CO POISONING PREVENTION ACT 
S. 1793 was introduced by Senator Amy 
Klobuchar (MN) on December 10, 2013. The leg-
islation establishes a federal grant program to 
assist states in carrying out CO education pro-
grams. 

HONORING HOMETOWN HEROES ACT 
H.R. 2386 was introduced on June 14, 2013 by 
Congressman John Larson (CT-1). The bill amends 
the U.S. flag code, allowing Governors to declare 
the flag to be flown at half-staff in the event of a 
first responder line-of-duty death. 

FIRE SPRINKLER INCENTIVE ACT 
S. 1163 was introduced on June 13, 2013 by   
Senator Thomas Carper (DE). The legislation 
amends the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
include  automated fire sprinkler systems as     
section 179 property and classify certain             
automated fire sprinkler systems as 15-year 
property for purposes of depreciation. 

 

Pending National Legislation with 
New Jersey Fire Service Impact  

https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/5483?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22H.R.+5483%22%5D%7D
https://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/4903
https://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/2534
http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th/house-bill/3718
http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/2266
http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/1798
https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/3685
http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/1793
http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/2386/titles
http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/1163?q=S
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SAFE BUILDING CODES INCENTIVE ACT 
H.R. 1878 was introduced on May 8, 2013 by    
Congressman Mario Diaz-Balart (FL-25).                         
S. 924 was introduced on May 9, 2013 by Senator 
Robert Menendez (NJ). The bill would provide an 
additional funding for post-disaster grants under a 
program administered by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to states that adopt and en-
force state-wide building codes. 

FIRE POLICE FAIRNESS ACT 
H.R. 1828 was introduced on May 6, 2013 by    
Congressman Joe Courtney (CT-2).                                  
S. 876 was introduced on May 7, 2013 by Senator 
Richard Blumenthal (CT). The legislation would ex-
tend coverage under the Public Safety Officers’ 
Benefits (PSOB) program to fire police officers. 

CAMPUS FIRE SAFETY EDUCATION ACT 
S. 750 was introduced on April 17, 2013 by the late 
Frank Lautenberg.                                                     
H.R. 1609 was introduced on April 17, 2013 by 
Congressman Bill Pascrell, Jr. (NJ-9). The legislation 
establishes a grant program at the Department of 
Education to make awards to institutes of higher 
education for fire prevention and education pro-
grams. 

THE HONORABLE STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES         
COLLEGE FIRE PREVENTION ACT 
H.R. 1437 was introduced on April 9, 2013 by    
Congresswoman Marcia Fudge (OH-11).  

 

The legislation directs the Secretary of Education 
to make competitive demonstration grants to    
institutions of higher education, fraternities, and 
sororities for up to half the cost of installing fire 
sprinkler systems, or other fire suppression or  
prevention technologies, in student housing and   
dormitories owned or controlled by such entities. 

VOLUNTEER EMERGENCY SERVICES RECRUITMENT 
AND RETENTION ACT 
H.R. 1009 was introduced on March 6, 2013 by 
Congressman Peter King (NY-13).                              
S. 506 was introduced on March 7, 2013 by Sena-
tor Susan Collins (ME).  The legislation modifies 
the federal tax code to make it easier for fire de-
partments and local governments to provide re-
cruitment and retention incentive to volunteer 
emergency response personnel through length of 
service award programs (LOSAPs). 

VOLUNTEER RESPONDER INCENTIVE PROTECTION 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT 
S. 501 was introduced on March 7, 2013 by Sena-
tor Charles Schumer. (NY)                                                                             
H.R. 3747 was introduced on December 12, 2013 
by Congressman John Larson (CT-1). The legisla-
tion exempts from federal income tax any proper-
ty tax benefit and up to $600 per year of any other 
type of benefit that a state or local unit of govern-
ment provides to volunteer emergency respond-
ers as a recruitment or retention incentive. 

(From CSFI) 

Pending National Legislation with 
New Jersey Fire Service Impact  

http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/1878?q=H.R.+1878
http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/924
http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/1828?q=H.R.+1828
http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/876
http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/750
http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/1609?q=H.R.+1609
http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/1437?q=HR+1437
http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/1009
http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/506?q=S.+506
http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/501
http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/3747?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22H.R.+3747%22%5D%7D
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NEW JERSEY FIRE SERVICE  

LEGISLATIVE TRACKING   

2014-2015 

(1) Introduced  (2) Moving  (3) To the Governor 

ASSEMBLY 
 
 

A391 (1) 
 Impact statement affecting    

volunteer fire company 
(Bucco R-25) 

 
A499 (2) 

Fire District property tax  
Exemption 

(Referred to State& Local) 
(Schlepisi D-39) 

 
A507 (1) 

Charitable Fee Exemption for Fire 
Company 

(Peterson R-23) 
 

A511 (2) 
Change District Election Date 

Referred to Assembly Judiciary 
(Peterson R-23) 

 
A942  (2) 

“Assistance to Firefighter 
 Families Act” 

(Referred to Labor) 
(Wiseniewski D-19) 

  
 nA1039  (2) 

Fire Department Drones   
(Reported out with 

Amendments )                                                          
(Prieto)                                      

 

AA1128 (2) 
Increase Arbitration Time 

(Referred to Labor) 
(O’Scanlon) 

 
A 1224  (2) 

Fire District consolidation  
(Referred to S&LG ) 

(McGuckin)                                      
 

A1250 (2) 
Fire Official Tenure                                                   

(Referred to HS&SP) 
(Prieto) 

 
A1408  (2) 

 Fire Company Utility Credit  
(Referred to Telecom )                                                           

(Chivukula) 
 

A1537 (2) 
Exempt Certificate Duty Limit 

(Reported out of HS&SP) 
(Rible) 

 
A1689 (2) 

PERS to PFRS for  
certain Firefighters 
(Referred to S&LG ) 

(Wiseniewski) 
 

A1698  (3) 
Residential Sprinkler Bill 

(To Senate Urban Affairs) 
(Wiseniewski) 

 

A1976 (2) 
Report On Campus Fires  to         

University Board of Directors 
(Referred to H.E.) 

(Riley) 
 

A1987 (1) 
Sample Ballots  for 

Fire District Elections 
(Riley D-3) 

 
A2147 (2) 

FD Drone Restrictions 
(Referred to HS&SP ) 

(Casagrande) 
 

A2319 (2) 
Fair share of tax appeal refunds 

from Fire Departments 
Referred to S&LG ) 

(Bucco) 
 

A2689 (2) 
State Police surplus vehicles 

 to Fire Departments 
(Referred  to S&LG ) 

(De Angelo) 
 

A2746 (2) 
Upholstered Furniture Fire Safety 

Regulations via DFS 
(Referred to CA ) 

(McKeon) 
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A3307(1) 
12K Sq. School Fire Suppression 

(McGuiken) 
 

ACR99 (2) 
$ 200 Property Tax Credit 

 for Volunteers 
(Referred to Homeland Security) 

(Singleton) 
 
 

SENATE 
 
 

S106 ((2) 
Certify Municipal Building  

Meets Fire Code 
(Referred to Senate) 

(Bucco) 
 

S458 (2) 
Fire-EMS Crisis Hotline 
(Law & Public Safety) 

(Madden) 
 

S485 (2) 
Report On Campus Fires  to         

University Board of Directors 
(Referred  Higher Ed.) 

(Cunningham) 
 

S812 (2) 
Change Fire District  

Election Date 
(Referred to SGW T&HP) 

(Beach) 

A2779 (2) 
Maximize Contribution to Fire 
Company Biennially by Towns 

(Reported out ) 
(Andrejczak D-1) 

 
A2945 (2) 

Permanent FD Arbitration Cap 
(Referred to Labor ) 

(Rodriguez) 
 

A2947 (2) 
November Fire District Elections 

(Referred to Judiciary ) 
(Dancer R-12) 

 
A2996 (2) 

Require  Fire Hydrant  
Snow Removal 

(Received in the Senate) 
(Lagana D-38) 

 
A3048  (2) 

 Municipal Fire Safety Purposes 
(Referred  to S&LG) 

(Brown) 
 

A3067 (2) 
 Fire Salary Arbitration Cap 

-Substituted by S1869- 
(Preito) 

 
A3299 (1) 

Database of all Hotels-Motels 
(MuGuiken) 

 

S830 (2) 
Companion A942 

 
S851 (2) 

Solar Panel Building Emblem 
(Referred to L&PS) 

(Norcross) 
 

S1023 (2) 
Fire District Consolidation 

(Referred to SC&UA) 
(Bucco) 

 
S1036(1) 

Companion A2835 
 

S1092 (2) 
Companion A1537 

(Passed by the Senate) 
(Rible) 

 
S1102 (2) 

Seat for Fire Service on  
Domestic Security Group 

(Referred to L&PS) 
(Bucco) 

 
S1221 (2) 

“Group Home Fire Safety Act” 
(Referred to HHS&SC) 

(Vitale) 
 

S1288  (2) 
Charitable Fee Exemption 

(Referred to L&PS) 
(Doherty) 
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S1480  (2) 
Maximizes Municipal  

Contribution to Fire Safety 
(Reported out of SC&UA) 

(Van Drew) 
 

S2094 (2) 
Fire suppression in all primary 

and secondary schools 
(Referred to Education) 

(Hozaphel) 
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NEW JERSEY FIRE SERVICE  

LEGISLATIVE TRACKING   

2014-2015 

(1) Introduced  (2) Moving  (3) To the Governor 

S2117(1) 
Emergency Fire Systems In              

Certain Situations 
(Greenstein) 

 
S2130(1) 

Move Fire District Elections to 
November 

(Referred to G,W.T & HT ) 
(Turner) 

 
 

S2316(2) 
Residential Sprinkler Bill 

(Referred to Urban Affairs) 
(Whelan) 

 
-Click below for updates- 

The  New Jersey Volunteer fire service is 
impacted by legislative action but so are 

the families of volunteers.  
The National Volunteer Fire Council’s                  

comprehensive guide for family members 
is an extremely useful tool to share with 

those who support your pursuit of           
volunteer fire department service,           

including your state representative.  
 

Click the graphic to see the full guide. 

 

http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/Default.asp
http://www.nvfc.org/files/documents/safetyhealth/Family_Guide.pdf
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Rest now my fallen brother 

Lay soft your suffering back 

Rest well and forever 

Your memory shall not lack 

Rest your tired hands 

Wipe clean your weary brow 

Rest with St. Florian 

Your spirit now endowed 

Rest here your breaking heart 

We know you gave your all 

Rest easy, you’ve done your part 

You’ve answered your last call 

Rest knowing that in god we sought 

Oh lord, watch over another who just fell 

Rest assured your troubled thought 

As we ring the final bell. 

 (Author: Unknown) 

Lt. Christopher Hunter 

Cinnaminson Fire Department 

Arthur “Art” E. Treon 

Cape May County Fire Coordinator 
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Acting Director/State Fire Marshal             609-633-6106 
Inspections                                                   609-633-6132 
Legislative Affairs                                        609-984-1947 
Registration                                                  609-633-6144  

ARSON UNIT                                                 609-633-8161 
 
CONTRACTOR CERTIFICATION UNIT        609-984-7860 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
PREPAREDNESS UNIT                                609-292-4109         

 
NFIRS UNIT                                                   609-984-3476 
 
PUBLIC EDUCATION UNIT                          609-633-9722 
 
SMOKE ALARMS                                          609-633-6432 
 
TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION UNIT       609-777-3552 

 

ARSON-K9 UNIT 
CHRISTOPHER ECKERT                   SUPERVISOR 
Stephen Letts                         K-9   Investigator/North 
                                                         steve.letts@dca.nj.gov 

Rod Meyer                              K-9  Investigator/South 
                                                        rod.meyer@dca.nj.gov 

Jason Spiecker                               Investigator/South                                                                                          
                                           jason.speiker@dca.nj.gov 
Jeff Silver                                K-9  Investigator/North 
                                                  jeff.silver@dca.nj.gov 
 
CONTRACTOR CERTIFICATION UNIT 
Chris Michallis             Senior Investigator CC&E Unit  
                                              chris.michalis@dca.nj.gov                                                                
Kim Lake                                      Technical Assistant                                                                
                                                            kim.lake@dca.nj.gov 

 
BUREAU OF FIRE DEPARTMENT SERVICES 
Patricia Persico                            Technical Assistant 
                                           patricia.persico@dca.nj.gov 
 
DIVISION FISCAL UNIT 
 
AIDA JONES                                       SUPERVISOR 
                                                         aida.jones@dca.nj.gov 

 
FIRE INCIDENT REPORTING SYSTEM UNIT   
                        
HEATHER PUSKAR                           SUPERVISOR 
                                                 heather.puskar@dca.nj.gov 

Steve Hearn                            NFIRS Representative  
                                                      steve.hearn@dca.nj.gov 

 
COMMUNITY RISK REDUCTION UNIT 
 
CHARLES LAVIN                               SUPERVISOR 
                                     Smoke/CO Alarm Distribution 
                                        Juvenile Firesetter Program             
                                 NJDFS/NJFPPA Poster Contest  

NJDFS F.I.R.E. Bowl                              
charles.lavin@dca.nj.gov 

 
Jerry Clark                                              Coordinator               
                           FD/LEA Community Risk Reduction                                                     

NJDFS Fire Focus Quarterly 
                          NJDFS State Fire Marshal Message 

jerry.clark@dca.nj.gov                                              
 

NEW  JERSEY FIRE SAFETY COMMISSION  

Charles Lavin                                        609-633-6132 

    

 

 

FIRE FOCUS THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF FIRE SAFETY 

William Kramer, Jr.  
 Acting Director 

Acting State Fire Marshal 
william.kramer@dca.nj.gov 

 

REGULATORY OFFICER 
 
ANDREW J. KONDOR, ESQ.                        609-984-0039 
andrew.kondor@dca.nj.gov 

NJDFS TELEPHONE HOTLINES 
 

VOLUNTEER RECRUITMENT 
1-800-FIRELINE  

 
JUVENILE FIRESETTER 

1-800-357-5230 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT PREPAREDNESS UNIT 
 
RIOC-SEOC                                  (cell) 609-947-7468     
James McFadden                                             Planner 
james.mcfadden@dca.nj.gov 
 
UASI Region                                (cell) 609-475-5325 
Bruce Tynan                        Regional Fire Coordinator  
bruce.tynan@dca.nj.gov      
 
 
LOCAL ASSISTANCE UNIT 
Frank Clark                                              Unit Leader 
frank.clark@dca.nj.gov                          609-633-6738 
[County Codes 01-05 ]                     
 
Paul Elenio                       (NE) Field Representative                 
paul.elenio@dca.nj.gov                          609-633-6432  
[Codes 02-07-09-12-14-16-20]         
 
Robert Lennox, III           (NW) Field Representative 
robert.lenox@dca.nj.gov                        609-292-1353 
[Codes 10-11-13-18-21-19]              
 
George Beckett                            (S) Representative             
george.beckett@dca.nj.gov                    609-826-5551 
[Codes 03-04-06-08-15-17]             
[[01-05 Monitor only]                            
                       
 
OFFICE OF TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION    
  
                                                      
Main Number                                         609-777-3552 
                                                                  
KENT NEISWENDER                           SUPERVISOR 
kent.neiswender@dca.nj.gov                 609-341-3473 
 
Gregory Kirkham                                    609-633-6424 
greg.kirkham@dca.nj.gov 
 
Teresa Lockhart                                      609-633-6731                                      
teresa.lockhart@dca.nj.gov                                                                 
 
Marge Jones                                           609-777-1461 
marge.jones@dca.nj.gov 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
Marylain Kemp                                        609-633-7129 
marylain.kemp@dca.nj.gov 
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BUREAU OF FIRE CODE ENFORCEMENT 
 
Lou Kilmer                                             Bureau Chief 
lou.kilmer@dca.nj.gov                              609-633-6131                                                                

 

Glenn Symth              Supervisor Code Inspections          
glenn.smyth@dca.nj.gov                        609-633-6103 
 

Peter Damore             Supervisor Code Inspections                              
pete.damore@dca.nj.gov                       609-633-2604                        
                                                                                

[COUNTY CODE: 02-07-09-10-11-12-13-14-16-18-19-20] 
 
Charles Wian                     (NW) Principal Inspector                                
charles.wian@dca.nj.gov                       609-633-6132 
                                                         
  
James Mudd                       (NE) Principal Inspector 
james.mudd@dca.nj.gov                       609-292-6168  
                                                         
         

[COUNTY CODE: 01-03-04-05-06-08-11-15-17]  
 
Stephen Speicher               (SE) Principal Inspector 
steve.speicher@dca.nj.gov                   609-633-6717 
                                                         
                                                      
Robert Kozlowski              (SW) Principal Inspector 
robert.kozlowski@dca.nj.gov                 609-984-1478 
                                                         
 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT PREPAREDNESS UNIT 
 
RICK FARLETTA                                 SUPERVISOR 
richard.farletta@dca.nj.gov          (cell) 609-947-7529 
 
Shore Region                              (cell) 609-475-5328 
Craig Augustoni                   Regional Fire Coordinator 
craig.augustoni@dca.nj.gov 
 
Delaware River Region               (cell) 609-475-5327 
Mike Gallagher                     Regional Fire Coordinator 
mike.gallagher@dca.nj.gov 
 
Northern Region                          (cell) 609-475-5330 
David Hughes                      Regional Fire Coordinator 
david.hughes@dca.nj.gov 
 
Northwest Region                       (cell) 609-947-7526 
Timothy Weiss                     Regional Fire Coordinator  
timothy.weiss@dca.nj.gov                                   
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~Notice and Disclaimer~ 

 
Fire Focus Quarterly posted exclusively four times yearly on 
the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Division 
of Fire Safety – Office of the State Fire Marshal website 
(www.state.nj.us/dca/divisions/dfs/ ) is the official electronic 
newsletter of the New Jersey Department of Community 
Affairs, Division of Fire Safety— Office of the State Fire 
Marshal posted quarterly for the benefit of the New Jersey 
Fire Service and general public.  
 
Any rights not expressly granted herein are reserved. 
Reproduction, transfer, distribution or storage of part or all 
of the contents in any form without the prior written 
permission of The New Jersey Department of Community 
Affairs, Division of Fire Safety— Office of the State Fire 
Marshal is prohibited. The use of this electronic newsletter 
and the content therein is permitted for private, 
noncommercial use. The use of press releases and other 
documents classified as public is permitted in public 
communications with proper source attribution. 
  
For easy accessibility, The New Jersey Department of 
Community Affairs, Division of Fire Safety— Office of the 
State Fire Marshal may include links to sites on the Internet 
that are owned or operated by third parties. By linking to 
such third-party sites, you acknowledge and agree that the 
New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Division of 
Fire Safety— Office of the State Fire Marshal has no control 
over the content of that site and cannot assume any 
responsibility for material created or published by such third
-party sites.  
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In addition, a link to another site not affiliated with The New 
Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Division of Fire 
Safety—Office of the State Fire Marshal site does not imply 
that the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, 
Division of Fire Safety— Office of the State Fire Marshal 
endorses the site or the products or services referenced in 
such third-party site. 
 
Fire Focus Quarterly gladly accepts editorial contributions 
meeting its internal electronic publication standards from       
members and affiliates of the New Jersey Fire Service and the 
general public exclusively via email and email attachment 
only.  
 
Please send material c/o Jerry Clark, Content Producer, 
Public Information Assistant, New Jersey Division of Fire 
Safety, Community Risk Reduction Unit to:  

 
fireprevention@state.nj.us 

 

~Fair Use Statement~ 

 
This edition of NJDFS Fire Focus Quarterly may contain 
copyrighted material that was not specifically authorized by 
the copyright owner.  

NJDFS Fire Focus Quarterly believes this to constitute       
“fair use” of copyrighted material as provided for in section 
107 of the U.S. Copyright Law.  

If you wish to use copyrighted material contained within this 
document for your own purposes that go beyond “fair use,” 
you must obtain permission from the copyright owner.  

 

http://www.state.nj.us/dca/dfs/
mailto:fireprevention@state.nj.us

