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Overview

• Street Plans

• Tactical Urbanism

• Key Characteristics

• Why Now?

• Case Studies
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We’re a planning, design, and advocacy firm
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• Active Transportation + Transit Planning

• Urban Planning + Policy Development

• Urban + Architectural Design

• Public Outreach and Web Design

• Research + Advocacy

Street Plans Does...

street plans: brooklyn office
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Research + Writing: 
Sharing Knowledge, Advocating Change

L I V I N G 
U R B A N I S M

A JOURNAL FOR URBANISTS | WINTER 2009 | VOLUME 002
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“It is absurd to leave corrective measures in 
the hands of those responsible for the 
problem in the first place."

- Lewis Mumford
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“...It is about getting it right for now and at 
the same time being tactical and strategic 

about later...and about disturbing the order 
of things in the interests of change.”

- Nabeel Hamdi
author: about the art of practice and the limits of planning in cities
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5 Key Characteristics

• Vision: A deliberate, phased approach to instigating 
change.

• Context: The offering of local ideas for local 
neighborhood challenges.

• Agility: Short-term commitment, iterative

• Value: Low risk, high reward.

• Community: The development of social capital 
between citizens and the building of organizational 
capacity between public-private institutions, non-
profits, and their constituents.

Madison, WI

Thursday, July 26, 2012



Our Method: Open and Collaborative 

  A SALON  // APRIL 28  
  STOREFRONT FOR URBAN INNOVATION

IT  
BE   HELPFUL

TO   

CAN

KEEP   GOING   
NO   MATTER   

WHAT.   

TacticalURBANISM
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Queens
October 2011

Philly
April 2012
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Impact

Vol. 1 Published in March 2011 30,000+ views/downloads

Vol. 2 Published in March 2012 29,000+ views/downloads
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3 Converging Trends
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Tactical Urbanism is Not New

Portable Architecture, Bonnie Ora Sherk, 1970
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Les Bouquinistes
- 1500s: Traveling Book Sellers 
Along Set-up along the Seine

- 1649: Book sellers banned at Pont 
Neufe, later re-instated

- 1789: “Bouquiniste” appears in 
French dictionary

- 1859: City permits Bouquinistes at 
fixed points along the Seine, 
regulates amount of space allowed, 
charges registration fee

- 1930s: Box dimensions are fixed, 
regulated

- 1992: Declared UNESCO World 
Heritage site

- 1993: Jacque Chirac signs new law 
standardizing box size

- Today: 300,000 books, 900 boxes, 
240 sellers, 3 km of prime Seine real 
estate
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Tactical Urbanism is Happening in People-
Oriented Places People Care About
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Places like Main Street!
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How Lovable is This? 
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Diffusion of Innovation Curve
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Tactics:
DIY Crosswalks
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Chair Bombing: The Sit Project - Orlando
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Guerilla Wayfinding: Walk Raleigh

- Matt Tomasulo hangs (illegally) 27 Signs 
in January, 2012

- Achieves International Attention

- Signs Removed Temporarily By City

- Pilot Project Established Through 
Official City Channels 
 

“Silver (Planning City Director) says the 
signs were consistent with the city’s goals, 
so the he proposed they be reinstalled as a 
pilot project, and the city council 
unanimously approved the measure. 
Tomasulo has printed new signs that should 
go up this week.” 
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Guerilla Bicycle Wayfinding: New Orleans
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Build a Better Block: 
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Short-term Action, Long-term Change
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Business Incubation
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Kent State’s Cleveland Urban Design 
Collaborative: Pop-Up Rockwell

“Stop complaining about Cleveland. Fix it yourself!” 

- Pop-Ip City Preface
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Testing a Two-Way Cycle Track 
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Park(ing) Day

Thursday, July 26, 2012



San Francisco “Parklets”
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NYC “Pop-Up Cafes”
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Vancouver Parklet
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Long Beach Parklet
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San Francisco New York City

Park Mobiles + Mixing Bowls
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Park-Making

Thursday, July 26, 2012



Thursday, July 26, 2012



Thursday, July 26, 2012



Thursday, July 26, 2012



Thursday, July 26, 2012



Winning. 
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De-Pave
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Depave - Pavement to Parks

- Launched in 2007

- ~100,000 sq. ft. of asphalt/concrete removed
 
- Started with community activists; now funded 
by City of Portland and US Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA)

- Spreading to other cities
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Site Pre-Vitalization: Hercules Market
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Site Pre-Vitalization: Dekalb Market
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Site Pre-Vitalization: Dekalb Market
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Pavement To Plazas
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Pavement To Plazas
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Ideas Are Meaningless Without Action.
Broadway Vision - 1969

Thursday, July 26, 2012



Pavement to Plazas - Times Square Phase I
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Times Square: Phase II
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“The existing Broadway plazas will also be updated 
with new paint and redesigned in coming years with 
more permanent outdoor features that could 
accommodate large events like concerts and other 
gatherings.

‘The new Broadway is here to stay,’ Transportation 
Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan said.” 

- USA Today

Short-Term Action, Long-Term Change
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Times Square Final Vision
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Los Angeles - Streets for Cars  
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Los Angeles - Streets for People!
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“If you want innovation, take away a zero. If you 
want sustainability, take away two zeros.”

- Jaime Lerner
architect, urbanist, and former mayor of curitiba, brazil
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Neighborland  + IOBY + Tactical 
Urbanism presents an entirely new 
way to make change at the block, 
street, and neighborhood scale.

Consensus. Funding. Action.  

+

+
=

Building A New Platform 
For the ‘Civic Economy’
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Image: Mike Bensen
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Mike Lydon, CNU-A
mike@streetplans.org
www.streetplans.org

Follow us:
@MikeLydon 
@streetplans

 @patterncities
 @Open_Streets
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Open Space Instructions

1. 10 discussion marketplace locations.

2. Write your discussion topics down, post to 
one of the two time slots.

3. Peruse the marketplace.

4. Join a discussion topic that interests you.

5. If you aren’t learning or contributing, move on!
Thursday, July 26, 2012


