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EARLY NOTICE AND PUBLIC REVIEW OF A PROPOSED
ACTIVITY IN A 100-YEAR FLOODPLAIN AND WETLANDS

July 23, 2015

To: All Interested Agencies, Groups & Individuals 

This Notice is related to Federal assistance provided in response to the Presidentially-declared disaster, Superstorm Sandy.  This is to give notice that the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs (DCA) has determined that the following proposed action under the Flood Hazard Risk Reduction and resiliency Grant Program, developed by the state to reduce storm surge and flood hazard risks and enhance resiliency in the areas impacted by Superstorm Sandy, is located in the 100-year floodplain and wetland.  DCA will be identifying and evaluating practicable alternatives to locating the action in the floodplain and wetland and analyzing the potential impacts on the floodplain and wetland from the proposed action, as required by Executive Order 11988 and 11990 in accordance with HUD regulations at 24 CFR 55.20 Subpart C, Procedures for Making Determinations on Floodplain Management and Protection of Wetlands. 

Project Description
Application ID number: FHR0000006  
The proposed project is located along the shoreline/ outfall of Wreck Pond, Borough of Spring Lake, Monmouth County, New Jersey. The project consists of the construction of a secondary concrete box culvert that will discharge to the Atlantic Ocean at an elevation designed to maximize flow out of the pond during heavy flooding rainfall events.  The design is coordinated with US Fish and Wildlife fish passage engineers, in an effort to allow for the passage of migratory fish for spawning upstream in the pond and will allow for a tidal exchange that will improve tidal flow into and out of the Pond.  The project will result in a positive impact on the Pond’s water quality and minimize or negate historical beach closures.  
The project also will create approximately 6,000 linear feet of living shoreline including a vegetated berm with a potential elevation of 6 feet above sea level National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGDV 1988) along the northern shoreline of Wreck Pond in Spring Lake and Spring Lake Heights, segments of the North Branch of Wreck Pond Brook (known as Black Creek) from the Pond to just west of the Railroad Bridge, and a portion on the southern shoreline in Sea Girt that is currently lower than elevation 6 feet.  Creating the vegetated berm to 6 feet elevation will protect hundreds of properties in Spring Lake, Spring Lake Heights, and Sea Girt from fluvial flooding and coastal storm surges by increasing storage and holding capacity. 
Dredging of the historical channels of Wreck Pond is proposed to improve the hydraulic capacity of the lake, and remove sediment from the lakebed, which currently impedes the natural flow to the Ocean.  Sediment is intended to be utilized for beneficial reuse in the establishment of the proposed living shoreline. 

The entire project is located within the Special Flood Hazard Area Zone AE, as shown on the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) Panels 343 and 344, Map Numbers 34025C0343G and 34025C0344G, effective date January 31, 2014. 

A desktop review of the National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) and the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection – HUD Environmental Review Tool indicates wetlands within one section of the project area. The proposed outfall will be constructed within the NJDEP mapped wetlands. The wetland area is approximately 1.51 acres mapped, within the Borough of Spring Lake, which has approximately 350 linear feet along the northern shoreline of Wreck Pond. The proposed outfall will extend approximately 150 linear feet through the wetlands area with approximately 0.17 acres of disturbance. The wetland area has been classified as Lacustrine Marine Intertidal Unconsolidated Shore Sand, Irregularly Flooded. The outfall will discharge into Estuarine and Marine Deepwater.   

There are three primary purposes for this notice. First, people who may be affected by activities in floodplains/wetlands and those who have an interest in the protection of the natural environment should be given an opportunity to express their concerns and provide information about these areas. Second, an adequate public notice program can be an important public education tool. Commenters are encouraged to offer alternative methods to serve the same project purpose, and methods to minimize and mitigate impacts. The dissemination of information and request for public comment about floodplains/wetlands can facilitate and enhance Federal efforts to reduce the risks associated with the occupancy and modification of these special areas. Third, as a matter of fairness, when the Federal government determines it will participate in actions taking place in floodplains/wetlands, it must inform those who may be put at greater or continued risk. 

Written comments must be received by DCA on or before August 7, 2015 or fifteen (15) days from the actual date of publication, whichever is later. DCA encourages electronic submittal of comments at http://www.nj.gov/dca/divisions/sandyrecovery/review/.  In the alternative, comments may be submitted on paper to: Stacy Bonnaffons, Assistant Commissioner, Sandy Recovery Division, New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, 101 South Broad Street, PO Box 800, Trenton, NJ 08625-0800.  
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