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hotlines
New Jersey Fish and Wildlife

Report Marine, Shellfish and Finfish Violations
(609) 748-2050 or call the 24-hour DEP Hotline: 877-WARNDEP
Violators of the Marine Fisheries laws are subject to a $30 per fish or $300 to $3,000 fine.

Federal Marine Fisheries Contacts

NOAA Fisheries NOAA Fisheries Office of Law Federal Fisheries Law
Enforcement Hotline Enforcement — Northeast Enforcement Field Offices
24-hour non-emergency tipline Enforcement Division HQ Wall: (732) 280-6490
(800) 853-1964 (978) 281-9213 Marmora: (609) 390-8303

This DIGEST is available photocopied in an
enlarged format for the visually impaired.

Write to: New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife, Large Format Marine Digest,
MC501-03, P.0. Box 420, Trenton, NJ 08625-0420

Scan this QR code with your
mobile device for instant
access to New Jersey Division
of Fish and Wildlife's website:
NJFishandWildlife.com.

This is not the full law. Consult the Division of Fish and Wildlife for further details. All persons are reminded
that the statutes, code and regulations are the legal authorities. New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife
receives federal assistance from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and thus prohibits discrimination on the
basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age and sex pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title Il of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the Age
Discrimination Act of 1975 and Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972. If you believe that you have
been discriminated against in any program, activity or service, contact New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife,
MC501-03, P.0. Box 420, Trenton, NJ 08626-0420. The telephone number is (609) 292-9410. You may also
write to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Civil Rights Coordinator for Public Access, 4401 N. Fairfax Drive,
Mail Stop: WSFR-4020, Arlington, VA, 22203.
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—— DAVE CHANDA

Director's Message

The beginning of spring ushers in another start to New Jersey’s saltwater rec-
reational activities and as with any new season it brings changes to the way
the Division of Fish and Wildlife manages these favorite pastimes along our
coast. The excitement of a new fishing season, whether fluking in the back
bays, chasing tuna on the high seas or clamming on the flats, always adds a
little something special to our shore communities. Fish and Wildlife’s Marine
Fisheries Administration strives to advance our knowledge of the state’s recre-
ational fishery. This enables our agency to make accurate decisions regarding
future regulatory actions.

Obtaining recreational angler effort and catch statistics are an important com-
ponent to manage all fisheries. In the past this information was gathered by
NOAA Fisheries and federal contractors to provide sound estimates of angler participation and fishing
effort along the coast. New Jersey consistently ranks at the top of Atlantic Coast states in the number
of anglers and in numbers of fish harvested for all the major recreational species. New for 2016, Fish
and Wildlife has assumed responsibility for or the Access Point Angler Intercept Survey portion of
the NOAA Fisheries Marine Recreational Information Program (MRIP) that will result in improved
statistics and better support by our recreational community. (See related article, page 6, Could You
Be Intercepted While Fishing?) New Jersey anglers now have the ability to contribute valuable data to
help maintain and improve their marine fish seasons, size and bag limits while interacting directly with

Fish and Wildlife staff.

Itis estimated that there are as many as one million recreational saltwater anglers fishing in New Jersey
(both non-residents and residents). Unfortunately, this estimate does not reflect the number of individu-
als registering each year in New Jersey’s free Saltwater Angler Registry Program. This program was
initiated as an alternative to the federal registry that would have been imposed on New Jersey saltwater
anglers. The New Jersey registry serves as the contact list for NOAA Fisheries to conduct the telephone
interview and mail survey portion of MRIP which is used to estimate total fishing effort and fishing
trips taken by anglers in New Jersey. This helps develop precise estimates of angler participation and
harvest which is why it is crucial to ensure that all saltwater anglers register at the earliest opportunity.
It’s free and easy; just visit www.SaltwaterRegistry.nj.gov and see page 16 in this Digest for details.

Finally, the New Jersey Recreational Saltwater Angler Survey is an online fishing reporting method that
anglers should utilize every time they fish (www.NJFishandWildlife.com/marinesurvey.htm). The goal
is to obtain accurate recreational catch and effort information from New Jersey marine anglers in a way
that would promote public confidence in the data being used for the management process. Because this
data provides information on harvest and discards, Fish and Wildlife can utilize it in a way to maximize
options for recreational anglers. This information was instrumental in developing the 2016 summer
flounder regulations for Delaware Bay. Please help us to help you by visiting the survey and providing a
fishing report for every trip you make.

So register, take time for an interview and provide information on your fishing trip—all quick and easy
opportunities to become engaged in the fishery management process and help make a difference. We
hope you will embrace these changes and help us develop sound, accurate recreational fisheries data that
will enhance your fishing experience into the future.
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Dave Chanda is the Director of the Division of Fish and Wildlife.

About this Guide

This high-quality regulation guide is offered-
to you by the New Jersey Division of Fish and
Wildlife through its unique partnership with
J.F. Griffin Publishing, LLC.

J.F. Griffin is an award-winning publishing house
that specializes in producing state fish and
wildlife regulation guides. J.F. Griffin supports
the Fish and Wildlife staff in the design, layout
and editing of the New Jersey Marine Digest. We
also manage the marketing and sales of Digest
advertising to appropriate businesses.

The revenue generated through ad sales sig-
nificantly lowers production costs and generates
savings. These savings translate into addi-
tional funds for other important fisheries-related
programs.

To explore advertising opportunities, please
contact us at 413.884.1001 or online -at
www.JFGriffin.com

Graphic Design:
Jon Gulley, Dane Fay, Evelyn Haddad,
Chris Sobolowski, John Corey, Patrick Loomis
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PUBLISHING 1.«

430 Main St. Suite 5 | Williamstown, MA 01267
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in a new Digital Edition!
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» One-click printing

WFf eRegulations.com

by @))LE GRIFFIN




_ wColumbla

4 — e ~
i =
L — — | _GEAR | .
A - — o, by <" N ot B -
- — S y
- - NI : %
- = T k- k J
1 \ 1 i —
i ' " , = o [ ' . §
., | -
-y e el 18| ! )
A "B - = 1 o e 3 =

RAMSEY OUTDOOR
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FREE Freshwater Fishing Days
— June 11 and Oct. 15, 2016—

On these two days, residents and non-residents may fish New Jersey’s
public fresh waters without a license or trout stamp. All other
regulations, including size and daily catch limits, remain in effect.
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Marine Digest
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Chris Christie, Governor
Kim Guadagno, Lieutenant Governor

Department of Environmental Protection
Bob Martin, Commissioner
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New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife is a professional, environmental organization dedicated
to the protection, management and wise use of the state’s fish and wildlife resources.

The Digestis available at coastal license agents, bait and tackle shops and Fish and Wildlife
offices. Information may be reprinted with permission. Subscriptions are not available.

This Digestis designed and produced by J.F. Griffin Publishing, LLC; www.jfgriffin.com.

Partial funding for the Digest is provided by the Federal Aid in Sport Fish Restoration Program.

Cover photo: Bluefish courtesy of Bob Popovics / Tom Lynch (angryfish.zenfolio.com)
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Where to Write Us

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Fish and Wildlife
MC 501-03 e P.0. Box 420 e Trenton, NJ 08625-0420 e NJFishandWildlife.com

New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife

Our Mission

To protect and manage the state’s fish and wildlife to maximize their long-term biological,
recreational and economic value for all New Jerseyans.

Our Goals

* To maintain New Jersey’s rich variety of fish and wildlife species at stable, healthy levels
and to protect and enhance the many habitats on which they depend.

* To educate New Jerseyans on the values and needs of our fish and wildlife and to foster a
positive human/wildlife co-existence.

* To maximize the recreational and commercial use of New Jersey'’s fish and wildlife for both
present and future generations.
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