_ State of New Jersey
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

3N 8. CORZINE o ) ] Lisa P. JacksoN
Governor Division of Environmental Safety and Health Commissioner

P.0O. Box 424
Trenton, New Jersey 18625-0424
Phone: (609) 633-7964
Fax: (609} 777-1330

October 31, 2006

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Attn: Donnie I, Ashley

Project Manager Oyster Creek License Renewal
MS 001-F1

11555 Rockville Pike

Rockville, MDD 20852-2738

Dear Mr. Ashley:

Subject: QOpyster Creek Nuclear Gencrating Station
Decket No, 50-219
Comments on “Safety Evaluation Report With Open Items Related to the
License Renewal of Oyster Creek Generating Station”, August 2006

Enclosed are the State of New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection, Burcau of
Nuclear Engineering’s (BNE) comments on the NRC’s document “Safety Evaluation Report
With Open Items Related to the License Renewal of Oyster Creek Generating Station™, dated
August 2006 (SER),

As stated in the report, the NRC staff’s review was based on information submitted by Oyster
Creck through July, 10, 2006, the cutoff date for consideration in the SER. The BNE TCCOENIZeS
that the NRC staff will present its final conclusion on the review of the Opyster Creek license
renewal application in an update to this SER. Accordingly, the attached BNE comments, which
should be addressed in the final SER, cover both cuirent SER items plus issues which have heen
brought to light since the July 10, 2006 culoff date. Recent issucs include the failure of Oyster
Creek to maintain existing drywell waler intrusion commitments for ei ght years, as reported by
NRC inspectors and identified at the NRC Region | License Renewal Inspection Exit Meeting of
September 13, 2006, and the undermining and collapse of the intake canal cmbankment in
several places duc to heavy September rains.
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Should you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me directly at
(609) 633-7964 or Mr. Kent Tosch, Manager of the Bureau of Nuclear Engincering, at (609)
984-7701.

Sincerely yours,

ﬁtﬁ kst

I Lipoti, Ph.[.
Director

Enclosurc

c Randy Blough, Director, Division of Reactor Safety
Nancy McNamara, NRC Region 1, State Liaison Officer



NUMRER | ISSUE COMMENT REQUESTED ACTION

1 , Drywell Corroston Rates | The paragraph{s) “The measurements. . {every other refucling outage)” refers 1o | Please address the question.
. the calculation of corrosion rates for the drywell thickness which “bound” the
(SER Pages 1-§ and 4- corresion rates in the upper cylinder. It is not clear what this allowable rate of
49) corTosion is attempting to maintain. Is il to insure adequate drywell thickness for
one additional operating cycle, until the next scheduled UT inspection at the
specified location (mere than one additional cycle), or is it validation to the end
of the period of extended operation (2029)? . o
2 Drywell Corrosion - ‘The last sentence of the first paragraph on page 1-10 states “.only limited Pleasc address the question.
Embedded Portion corrosion is anticipated for the embedded shell”. How much corrosion is
anticipaled and how much has already occurred?
{SER Pages 1-10 and 4-
51 and following) o
3 i Dywell Corrosion — AmerGen, in the first bullet states that conservatisni in “the assumed Ummw Please answer the question.
Peak LOCA Pressure | pressurc during the LOCA condition. . _provide additional structural margin”. Is
the NRC’s evaluation‘conclusion (page 4-64) of the drywell's adequacy based
! (SER Page 1-12 and 4- upon the LOCA design pressure specified in the current Technical Specification
64) for Oyster Creek (44 psig) or on some other unreviewed “less conservalive”
i ovajue? ) I
4 License Conditions Section 1.7 specifies three proposed license conditions. It is New Jersey's This should be addressed in the
understanding that the “additional conditions” already specificd in the current SER.
: (SER Page 1-15, Scction | Facility Operating License (FOL) DPR-16, Paragraphs 2.C(1) through 2.0(7),
1.7} will be maintained in their entirety and will not be changed or modified should
an extended operating period be granted, If this is correet it should be so stated
in this SER. Additionally, other existing FOL reguirements should likewise
remain in effect (FOL Sections 1, 2 and 3. Section 4 would change onty to the
| cxtent to the new end date for the license). B R
3 Intake Canal SER Page 2-166 includes in scope earthen water control structures (intake canals, | This should be addressed in the
(SER Page 2-166) embankments). It is stated on this page that “the canal banks arc lined with SER.
i asphalt honded stone for protection against erosion”. The credit being taken for
the asphalt top coating seems suspect based upon this recent oceurrence. During
recent (Seplember, 2006) heavy rains at Ovyster Creck, the intake canal
embankments were undermined (sand under the asphalt coating washed away)
and collapsed in several places.
6 CRD Housing Rolled SER Page 3-74 states “The staff requested that, if the ASME Code Case is not What is the status of the ASME
Repair approved, the applicant submit a permanent repair plan for review and approval 2 | Code Case and/or the permanent
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