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Area = 8.2 sq. miles 

Passaic River = N & E 
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Ethnic Groups 

Latino

Caucasian

African American

Others

52 = Nationalities 

100+ = Languages  

30% = Foreign Born 

$32,700 = Median Income 

29% Below Poverty 

10% Unemployed 
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“PATERSON’S NEW OUTDOOR LIVING ROOM” 
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A. Hamilton’s experiment: the Society for Establishing  

                Useful Manufactures  

environment + capital = Economy 
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The Great Falls 
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Allied Textile Printers 

M.E. Kramer Park 

S.U.M. Raceway 



NJDEP Brownfields Roundtable, Newark, March 4, 2016 

Paterson Great Falls National Historical  park 

1972 



NJDEP Brownfields Roundtable, Newark, March 4, 2016 

Paterson Great Falls National Historical  park 

ALLIED TEXTILE PRINTERS (ATP) SITE / S.U.M. RACEWAY SYSTEM 

PIERRE CHARLES 

L’ENFANT 

1754-1825 

ALEXANDER HAMILTON 

1756-1804 

PETER COLT 

1744-1824 
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A MAP OF THE VILLAGE OF PATERSON …, 1820 (WPA TRACING) 

ROSWELL LYMAN COLT 

1779-1857 
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Thomas Whitley “The Nail Factory” c.1835 
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COLT GUN MILL, c. 1850 

SAMUEL COLT 

1814-1862 

JOHN RYLE 

1817-1887 
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BARBER & HOWE, “VIEW OF PATERSON, N.J.” IN 1845 
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EDWIN WHITEFIELD, VIEW OF PATERSON FROM THE MANCHESTER SIDE, 1853 

JOSEPH C. TODD 
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1973 
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1982 – Textile operations shutdown 

 

1983 – Ten-alarm fire reduces most of ATP to ruin  

   (smaller fires follow in later years) 

 

1992 – City of Paterson acquires property after tax default 

 

1992-96 – Federal Urban History Initiative Funds  

For stabilization of the Colt Gun Mill 

 

1995-2001 – Plan to redevelop ATP with townhouses conflicts with 

preservation, plan eventually challenged in courts and abandoned 

 

2009-10 – Remaining Urban History Initiative Funds used for 

Cultural Resources Assessment of ATP 
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AERIAL 1996 
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ATP SITE, AERIAL 1996 
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BROWNFIELD DESIGNATION  

 qualifies for Hazardous Discharge Site Remediation Fund 

(HDSRF) grants from NJDEP. 

 

ENIVIRONMENTAL STUDIES  

 Preliminary Investigation and Site Investigation (PI/SI)  

 Remedial Investigation Work Plan (RIWP)  

 Remedial Investigation Report and Remedial Action Work 

Plan (RIR/RAWP) grant application is currently under review 

for HDSRF funding.  

 The EPA’s CERCLA  program removed toxic waste 

containers that were identified, tested the site rather 

extensively for asbestos and is actively pursuing a plan for 

abatement of the asbestos AOCs across the site. 

 

CONTAMINANTS IDENTIFIED, AOCs   

 historic fill, asbestos containing materials, lead paint, large 

Underground Storage Tanks (USTs), possible petroleum 

discharges, PCBs, PAHs, VOCs, metals (including cyanide), 

pesticides, dioxins, fallout from coal burning.  

 Groundwater testing has been recommended but not yet 

completed, and an HDSRF application to fund this 

additional testing is under review.  
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ATP SITE  REDEVELOPMENT GOALS 

 

 A river walk beginning at the Great Falls and 

running along the historic river wall of the site 

 The stabilization of the remaining structures for 

historic interpretive opportunities as a novel 

ruins park, with industrial archaeology and 

water power feature displays  

 integrating site design to showcase ecological 

and water conservation education 

 establishment of a 2.5 acre “great lawn” 

meadow area for passive recreation and 

community event activities. 
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ATP SITE, AERIAL 1996 
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THE QUARRY 
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Great Falls State Park :  Field Operations 
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ATP SITE  FUNDING & PARTNERSHIPS 

 River Walk & 2.5 acre Quarry Lawn, $6 million 

 NJDEP Green Acres funding, $2.2 million (for 

construction only) 

 Passaic County Open Space fund, $30K  

 NPS Land & Water Conservation Grant, $425K 

 Possible GFNP matching funds (NPS) 

 EPA CERCLA for asbestos remediation 

WHAT’S NEEDED 

 Cultural resources / historic preservation 

funding 

 Open space & park development funding 

 Remediation “Clean Up” funding 

 Underground Storage Tank Removals 
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Sketches for now & later   state park master plan 
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The episodic sequence of landscapes, pathways, 

overlooks, features will together the river and falls, 

the raceways, the habitats, landmark buildings and 

the city – making a more complex and compelling 

destination and amenity than any singular object. 

Great Falls State Park Design Competition:  Field Operations 



“LIVING ROOMS” 
An episodic sequence of outdoor spaces and thematic  

rooms reveal the stories and places of Paterson, and  

provide new spaces for the community to actively use. 

PATERSON’S NEW “OUTDOOR LIVING ROOM” fo 
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LANDSCAPE AND DIVERSE ECOLOGY TYPES 
The extraordinarily rich site enables diverse habitat zones that  

reinforce the quality and life of each room. 

 

 



PATH LOOP AND OVERLOOKS 
A one-mile loop path ties together the dormant  

and hidden features of the site to create a whole that  

Is much greater than the sum of its parts. 

PATERSON’S NEW “OUTDOOR LIVING ROOM” fo 


