


The Delaware River Basin Commission (DRBC) is an interstate/federal 
agency created in 1961 by compact legislation signed into law by President John 
F. Kennedy and the governors of the four basin states with land draining to 
the Delaware River.  The passage of this compact marked the first time in our 
nation’s history that the federal government and a group of states joined together 
as equal partners in a river basin planning, development, and regulatory agency.

The Delaware is the longest un-dammed river east of the Mississippi, 
extending 330 miles from the confluence of its East and West branches at 
Hancock, N.Y. to the mouth of the Delaware Bay where it meets the Atlantic 
Ocean.  The river is fed by 216 tributaries, the largest being the Schuylkill 
and Lehigh Rivers in Pennsylvania.  In all, the basin contains 13,539 square 
miles, draining parts of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, and Delaware.  
Included in the total area number is the 782 square-mile Delaware Bay, which 
lies roughly half in New Jersey and half in Delaware.  Nearly 15 million people 
(approximately five percent of the nation’s population) rely on the waters of the 
Delaware River Basin for drinking and industrial use, but the watershed drains 
only four-tenths of one percent of the total continental U.S. land area.  The 
15 million figure includes about seven million people in the New York City 
area and northern New Jersey who live outside the basin.  New York City gets 
roughly half its water from three large reservoirs located on tributaries to the 
Delaware.

This publication covers calendar years 2004 and 2005, and was produced by 
the DRBC’s Communications Office, with the valuable assistance of numerous 
commission staff.  It is available on the commission’s web site at www.drbc.net.  
Copies are available upon request by contacting the DRBC (P.O. Box 7360, 
West Trenton, NJ 08628; 609-883-9500).

About the cover:  This photo shows Delaware Governor Ruth Ann Minner addressing elected and 
environmental leaders along with other interested watershed stakeholders at an event held in 
Wilmington on Sept. 13, 2004 to celebrate the completion of the Water Resources Plan for the Delaware 
River Basin (“Basin Plan”).  Also pictured (from left to right) are Joe DiBello (National Park Service), 
Donald S. Welsh (U.S. EPA, Region III),  Jane M. Kenny (U.S. EPA, Region II), Brigadier General Merdith 
W.B. Temple, (DRBC Federal Representative), New Jersey DEP Commissioner Bradley M. Campbell 
(Governor McGreevey’s alternate on the DRBC), Pennsylvania Lieutenant Governor Catherine Baker Knoll 
(representing Governor Rendell), and New York State DEC Division of Water Assistant Director Fred R. 
Nuffer (Governor Pataki’s alternate on the DRBC and commission chair).  Additional information about the 
Basin Plan can be found on page eight of this report.  (Photo courtesy of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers)
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