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Lower Delaware Monitoring Program 
 
Changes to the Program  
 
In 2001, the monitoring program has 9 fewer sites than it previously has had, 8 of which were on tributaries and 1 
on the main stem of the river.  Although the current tributary sites are located on the larger streams, some of the 
smaller streams that are no longer being monitored may be experiencing water quality degradation which will not 
show up in the River samples (due to dilution) until the streams become more severely degraded.  This impedes the 
overall effectiveness of the program and would require additional funding in order to provide more comprehensive 
monitoring coverage.   
 
Changes Needed to Evaluate New Problems 
 
Better coordination with the States for monitoring and long-term water quality/quantity assessments at Boundary 
Control Points on the tributaries would provide a better evaluation of changes to "existing" water quality.  Funding 
limitations continue to be a concern for maintaining an effective network that not only provides information on 
current conditions (for such reports as this one) but also would allow the program to meet its other objective of 
detecting changes to existing water quality.  
 
Additional Monitoring or Data Management Tools Needed 
 
Local municipalities would benefit by having available a locally-based stream model for illustrating present 
strengths and weaknesses in existing or potential ordinances for water quality/quantity protection. Examples 
include the effects of mitigating storm water runoff and erosion, proper installation and maintenance of septic 
systems, pre and post-development ground and surface water evaluations, and protecting water quality and the 
aquatic ecosystem.   
 
Of additional use would be the tools necessary to model the interaction of the stream and canal networks in the 
Lower Delaware region.  This would allow for a better understanding of the locations, timing and magnitude of 
pollutant loadings and would help focus limited monitoring resources on identified data needs.  
 
3.2 Plan for Achieving Comprehensive Assessment 
 
Because DRBC’s water quality use standards are currently based on chemical constituents and because DRBC’s 
monitoring programs are primarily based upon fixed networks rather than a probabilistic or rotating basin design, 
comprehensive assessment could potentially rely on three factors: 
 

• Creating a denser network of monitoring locations (including the use of outside sources of data) 
• Collecting sufficient data on all parameters for which there are standards 
• Identifying sources of any mainstem river pollution that occurs through tributary loadings 

 
A lack of resources has hampered the ability to implement some of these aspects of a more comprehensive 
monitoring program.  As noted in the case of the SRMP, a number of parameters have not been monitored and in 
the LDMP, locations set aside as boundary control points have not been monitored.  However, with a greater 
availability of resources, it would be more feasible to augment and enhance the programs to provide more 
comprehensive data coverage.  
 
 




