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NYS and NJ Environmental Departments 

January 2017 Drought Reports

http://www.nj.gov/dep/drought/status.html



DRMB Priorities for 2017 and Water$ense Solutions: 

Address Local Issues: Drought, Climate Resiliency



Inefficient Indoor and Outdoor Water Use contributes to Strain on 

Supplies: Evaluate Opportunities to Save Water on the Demand Side 

and Educate Consumers to Conserve Through Outreach

• Approx. 70% of water used 
indoors, 30% outdoors
• Outdoor use is higher in Southwest

and other regions

• Many of these uses also use 
energy - focusing on water 
efficiency can reduce energy 
consumption
• Homes with electric water heaters,

for example, can spend 1/4 of their
total electric bill just to heat water



Inefficient Water Use and Opportunities Strains 

Resources: The Business Ca$e for Water Efficiency                

to Save Water on the Supply Side

• You can’t manage what you don’t 

measure

• Water Accounting

• Universal Metering

• Look to minimize losses and line

breaks

• Water Loss Control

• Pressure Management

• Cheap water is easy to waste

• Smart Costing and Pricing can send 

price signals to save

Water utilities might need to 

invest more than $700 billion  

to update aging infrastructure 

in the next 20 years. 

More than $384 billion for 

drinking water 

More than $321 billion for 

wastewater

Water efficiency can stretch 

our limited water supplies 

further, delaying the need to 

construct additional 

infrastructure



WaterSense at Work is an online guide facilities can use 
to manage water use:

Water management planning

Water use monitoring and education

Sanitary fixtures and equipment

Commercial kitchen equipment

Outdoor water use

Mechanical systems

Laboratory and medical equipment

Onsite alternative sources of water

Commercial and Institutional

Access to Best Management 

Practices

www.epa.gov/watersense/commercial

Sample Worksheets in 

Appendix B of WaterSense at 

Work

Building Water Survey, List 

of Water Meters, Water 

Consumption History; 

Equipment and Water Use 

Inventory

http://www.epa.gov/watersense/commercial


Commercial and Institutional                                                                                                 

Risk, Resiliency and Managing Your Assets

Main Message: Water Management and Planning

• Measure water use with 
properly installed meters and 
sub-meters

• Set efficiency goals

• Conduct a facility water audit

• Track usage in Portfolio 
Manager

• Incorporate water efficiency 
into procurement language 
and policies



Why Partner With WaterSense? 

Population 

Changes

Climate 

Changes

Regulatory 

Requirements

Rising Costs

Aging 

Infrastructure



Part of the Solution? 

Water Efficiency! 

Consumers looking 
for ways to save on 

rising utility bills

High-performing 

technology available

Water efficiency

has potential 

for significant 

infrastructure savings

Opportunity to change 

landscaping and 

plumbing practices

Recent droughts and 

more water shortages

expected
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Voluntary partnership and labeling 

program launched by EPA in 2006

Simple way for consumers to 

identify products that save water 

and perform well

Labels products that use 20 percent 

less water

Backed by EPA’s efficiency and 

performance criteria Independently 

certified

EPA’s WaterSense Program is a 

Tool to Save Water and Energy



Look for our WaterSense

Labeled Products

Tank-Type Toilets
(≤1.28 gpf)

Lavatory 

Faucets
(≤1.5 gpm)

Flushing 

Urinals
(≤0.5 gpf)

Showerheads
(≤ 2.0 gpm)

Irrigation 

Controllers

NEW: Pre-Rinse Spray 

Valves
(≤ 1.28 gpm)

Water factors are 

also included in 

many ENERGY 

STAR® certified 

products

More than 14,000 product 

models have earned the label

Save water on national basis

Perform as well or better

Products easy to find and use

No consumer sacrifice; 

convenience, comfort, hygiene, 

health, safety, availability

Generally, 20% more water 

efficient

Provide measurable results in 

water saved

Savings for both consumers and 

utilities

Require Third party certification



Energy and Bill Total $avings 2006-2015



Some New Jersey WaterSense

Promotional Partners



NJ Municipal WaterSense Promotional 

Partner: City of Camden, New Jersey



Camden County has joined WaterSense to promote water 

conservation in their sustainability initiatives and best practices at 

every level and will also engage residents, municipalities, 

businesses, schools, work force and guests in sustainability.

NJ Governmental WaterSense Promotional 

Partner: Camden County, New Jersey



NJ Utility WaterSense Promotional Partner: 

Camden County Municipal Utilities Authority



Some NYS WaterSense

Promotional Partners

Onondaga County Water Authority



NYS Climate Smart Communities 

adds Water to its Certification 

Program

 The Climate Smart Communities Certification Program Certification Manual 
refers to the WaterSense program:

 PLEDGE ELEMENT 3: DECREASE COMMUNITY ENERGY USE

 3.4 INSTALL WATER-EFFICIENT FIXTURES

 A way to implement this action includes mention of the WaterSense program 
water-efficient fixtures.

 PLEDGE ELEMENT 7: PLAN FOR ADAPTATION TO UNAVOIDABLE 
CLIMATE CHANGE-

 7.23 IMPLEMENT A WATER CONSERVATION AND REUSE PROGRAM

 Local governments are advised they can implement this action by following the 
steps to join EPA’s WaterSense program as a promotional partner.



NY Town of Port Washington Water District WaterSense Promotional Partner

Overview of Port 

Washington Water District 

Pilot Study:

50 percent of water used 

for irrigation is wasted due 

to evaporation, wind, or 

runoff caused by inefficient 

irrigation methods and 

system

Replaced a standard clock 

timer with a EPA 

WaterSense labeled 

irrigation controller at the 

District Administration 

Building. 

Controller used for the pilot:

Rachio Smart Irrigation System 

Controller — generation 2 

($200). 

Ties into weather stations, 

sensors that monitor 

precipitation, soil temperature, 

and evapotranspiration rates

Can be controlled via 

smartphone/tablet/laptop

Installed this year  

Small 3 zone site

WaterSense Pilot Project: Smart 

Irrigation System Controller Used



Port Washington Water 

District Summary of Results

Gallons Used

Minutes of Operation

The District has since adopted rules 

requiring all new irrigation systems 

to install an EPA certified WaterSense

labelled irrigation controller



NY Governmental WaterSense Promotional       

Partner: Rockland County, New York



Create an Education and Outreach Program: 

Orange County Water Authority, NY

22



Reach Out in Communities

23

Newburgh, NY                

Annual Festival
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WaterSense Marketing Plans

Access to WaterSense 
Monthly Campaigns 

February

H2Otel Challenge for 

2015

March

Fix a Leak Week 

May

Sprinkler Spruce-Up
June

2014 WaterSense

Savings Numbers

January

Resolve to Save Water

April

Water-Smart Landscaping

July

Using Water Wisely 

Outdoors

August

WaterSense Labeled 

New Homes

September

Saving Water in Schools

October

Shower Better/

2015 Partners of Year

November

Remodeling to Save 

Water: Products and 

Plumbing Systems

December

Give the Gift of Savings: 

WaterSense Labeled 

Products
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Other Sample Resources



WaterSense for Kids

Meet Flo. She’s our WaterSense 

mascot and a big hit with adults 

and especially children. She is 

available to come to events 

along with the Region 2 liaison 

to support your WaterSense 

programs, initiatives, 

campaigns, etc.



 For Educators

 Drops to Watts: Water & Energy Nexus

 Shower Better Learning Resource (PDF) (2 pp, 545K) 

 Fix a Leak Week Learning Resources

 Teacher's Guide to Using Fix a Leak Week (PDF) (4 pp, 
509K) 

 Fix a Leak Week: Worksheet #1 (PDF) (4 pp, 891K) 

 Fix a Leak Week Family Fact Sheet (PDF) (2 pp, 176K) |                      
En Español (PDF) (2 pp, 650K) 

 Fix a Leak Week Activity Sheet (PDF) (2 pp, 1.61MB) 

 A Day in the Life of a Drop

 Teacher's Guide to Using A Day in the Life of a Drop 
(PDF) (4 pp, 289K) 

 A Day in the Life of a Drop: Worksheet #1 (PDF) (3 pp, 
221K) 

 A Day in the Life of a Drop: Worksheet #2 (PDF) (6 pp, 
1.3MB) 

 Water Use Table (PDF) (1 pp, 105K) 

 Student and Family Pledge to Filter Out Bad Water Habits 
(PDF) (1 pp, 160K) 

WaterSense has Teacher Guides
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http://www.epa.gov/watersense/docs/ws_shower_better_learning_resource_508.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/watersense/docs/fix_a_leak_week2013_teachers_guide.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/watersense/docs/fix_a_leak_week2013_student_worksheet.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/watersense/docs/fixaleak_familyfactsheet508.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/watersense/docs/fix_a_leak_week2013_spanish_family_factsheet.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/watersense/docs/falw-activitypage508-4-4-13.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/watersense/docs/drop_guide508.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/watersense/docs/drop_1worksheet508.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/watersense/docs/drop_2worksheet508.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/watersense/docs/drop_table508.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/watersense/docs/drop_pledge508.pdf


Become a Promotional

Partner by completing a 

Promotional Partnership Agreement

28



What is the Role of a                          

Promotional Partner?

Promotional Partners- help us spread the word and 
educate:

(1) Complete a Promotional Partnership Agreement online

(2) Take the pledge to educate residents, businesses, and 
institutions about the value of water, water efficiency and 
the WS brand 

(3) Undertake activities and events to achieve 
WaterSense goals

(4) Encourage eligible constituents to participate in 
WaterSense 

(5) Promote WaterSense labeled products, new homes, 
and programs to  consumers and other organizations and 

(6) Send us an update about promotional activities 
involving water efficiency once a year



Partner Benefits of 

Participation

 WaterSense is FREE to join!

 National specifications for water-efficient 
products and services

 Recognition from EPA as a water efficiency 
leader 

 Membership in a network of water efficiency 
experts

 Learn new strategies

 Collaborate with other types of partners

 Access to national campaigns and other free  
materials, templates, and logo or label



Learn from and share 

with other partners

• WaterSense Partner Site includes a 
section where partners can share what 
they’re doing

• Partner Forums and Marketing 
Webinars include partner presentations

• Partner Pipeline and The WaterSense 
Current newsletters

• Partner of the Year Awards recognizes 
outstanding partners
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Our partners build strong 

communities.

WaterSense partners make                                                                     

it their priority to build strong,                                                     

sustainable businesses, homes,                                                       

and communities. 

The WaterSense Partner of the                                                          

Year application period is open                                                       

from February-April timeframe.

Awards Ceremony at WaterSense

Innovations Conference in 

October.

Program Updates

Awards



For More Information

Website: www.epa.gov/watersense

- Lists of products 

- Partnership information – on line 

applications

- Educational fact sheets and resources 

Toll-free Helpline 

(866) WTR-SENS (987-7367)

Region 2 Contact for NY, NJ

Janice Whitney: (212) 637-3790

Whitney.Janice@epa.gov
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