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Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the Alternate Proficiency Assessment (APA). My
submission includes input from a group of special education admimstrators of Hunterdon County.

Concerns:

Assessment Period -
Standardized testing for students without disabilities is conducted over a relatively short period of
time (four days). The APA is structured as a four month assessment which is excessive when
compared to the standardized testing.

Scoring Requirements -
The requirements for student performance in the APA process go beyond the core curriculum
content standards. The students' APA portfolios are scored in depth in the following areas: social
interaction, self-determination, generalization, independence, connection to standards and student
progress. These requirements far exceed the proficiency expectations for students without
disabilities.

Portfolio Development -
The APA requires construction of a student portfolio documenting various pieces of evidence over
the four month period of time. Documentation may include student data sheets, charts, work
samples, pictures, videos, etc. Construction of the portfolio requires staff to respond to criteria set
forth in the process for assembly and presentation. These requirements are disproportionate, and
the physical construction of the portfolio may impact negatively on student scores, which is
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