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Greetings, again. As the Volunteer Advocacy Vice President for the New
Jersey Association for Gifted Children, I have dedicated over forty years
of my professional and personal time to defend the rights of gifted
students in New Jersey. I have worked with the Department of Education
through many administrations and with the NJ legislature and US
Congress, and will continue to pursue initiatives to assure an appropriate
education for the 160,000+ gifted students in our schools, whose academic
and social emotional needs go mostly unattended.
Several of my past testimonies to this board can be found online on the
DOE website. None of my requests have been addressed or answered.
Today I have five very specific “asks” and goals:
1.
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NJAGC leaders want a face to face meeting with the new
Commissioner of Education.

2. NJAGC requests that this State Board of Education makes gifted
education a priority in its strategic planning goals.
3. NJAGC offers our help to the NJ Department of Education to give
guidance to local district leaders to identify and provide a continuum of
services to gifted students K-12, as per administrative code. This has not
been done since 2005, causing a crisis for our schools.
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4. NJAGC is providing current research to assess and address the poor
performance of NJ’s schools with regard to the Excellence Gap, which
shows limited access to students in poverty to gifted services. It is
imperative that we find and nurture these students from an early age to
develop their academic talents. Two districts in New Jersey have recently
been cited by the US Office of Civil Rights.
[https://edexcellence.net/publications/is-there-a-gifted-gap NJ data
begins on page 88]
5. NJAGC is requesting that a Gifted Education Advisory board be
established by the Department of Education, to investigate and evaluate
current practices and recommend changes and improvements. This
group should have representation from across the state with educators,
parents, and university specialists.
So, please do all in your power as an appointed member of the State
Board of Education to assure that ALL children have an appropriate
education in our New Jersey schools, including those who are performing
above the standards, whose time in school is often wasted, and whose
teachers and administrators require more education to meet the
academic and social emotional needs of our gifted students.
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