Checklist for Safety

Throughout the Residence

	Living Room/Family Room
	Check
	Comment

	There are no ashtrays on chairs or sofa arms


	
	

	There are no unattended cigarettes burning in ashtrays


	
	

	There are no electrical cords stapled to walls or otherwise pierced


	
	

	There are no electrical cords run over rugs, over nails or in high traffic areas


	
	

	There is no furniture resting on electrical cords


	
	

	The television and stereo are ventilated


	
	

	Furniture and curtains are placed away from the radiator


	
	

	The chimney is cleaned yearly


	
	

	
	
	

	Bedroom
	Check
	Comment

	Residents are never permitted to smoke in bed

	
	

	Extension cords are not running over or under beds, or trapped between the bed and wall
	
	

	The television and stereo are ventilated


	
	

	Furniture and curtains are placed away from the radiator


	
	

	Nightlights are not placed close to the bed

	
	

	Heat-producing personal care appliances are not placed on the bed

	
	

	Personal care appliances are unplugged after each use

	
	


	Kitchen
	Check
	Comment

	Food is not left unattended on the stove

	
	

	Large pans are on large burners and small pans are on small burners

	
	

	Properly fitting lids are used on pots

	
	

	Pot handles are turned away from the front of the stove

	
	

	Clothing that can dangle is not worn near burners while cooking

	
	

	The front burners of the range can be deactivated to prevent fires caused by reaching
	
	

	The stove or range knobs can be removed at night as a safety feature

	
	

	Dishtowels are not used as potholders

	
	

	There is no grease build-up on or in the stove or oven

	
	

	Greasy broiler pans are not left on or in the oven

	
	

	The filter in the exhaust hood is clean

	
	

	Metal or foils are not put in the microwave

	
	

	Electrical outlets are never overloaded with appliances

	
	

	Ground Fault Interrupter (GFI) outlets are installed near the sink

	
	

	Kitchen appliances are unplugged when not being used

	
	

	Appliance cords are not hanging over the counter when being used

	
	


	Kitchen (cont.)
	Check
	Comment

	Electrical cords are not near the sink or stove


	
	

	Appliances, such as toasters, are unplugged before attempting to remove jammed items
	
	

	Appliances are in good repair


	
	

	The kitchen is checked daily to ensure the oven is off, the coffeepot is unplugged


	
	

	A fully charged fire extinguisher is always readily available


	
	

	Flammable materials, such as curtains, towels and furniture, are not within 3 feet of the stove
	
	

	The oven Is never used as a source of heat


	
	

	
	
	

	Bathroom
	Check
	Comment

	Electrical cords are not near the sink or shower


	
	

	Personal care appliances are unplugged after use


	
	

	GFI outlets are installed near the sink or shower


	
	

	The hot water temperature is monitored and kept at or below 120º F.
	
	

	
	
	

	Laundry Room
	Check
	Comment

	Appliances are free from debris


	
	

	Appliances are in good working order


	
	

	The lint screen in the clothes dryer is always clean


	
	

	The clothes dryer exhaust duct is always free from lint


	
	

	Electrical outlets are not overloaded with appliances


	
	


	Basement
	Check
	Comment

	All fuses in the fuse box are the correct size and rating


	
	

	Stairs are clear of obstructions


	
	

	The heating unit is properly ventilated


	
	

	The heating unit is properly serviced


	
	

	No flammable items are stored near the heating unit


	
	

	No flammable liquids are stored


	
	


	Garage/Shed/Porch/Patio
	Check
	Comment

	Are combustible materials (turpentine, gas, etc.) properly stored


	
	

	Hazardous materials are in a locked cabinet


	
	

	Storage allows for adequate ventilation


	
	

	If this is your smoking area, no combustible materials are present


	
	

	When barbecuing, the burners are at a safe distance from the house and combustibles
	
	

	The barbecue fire is never left unattended

	
	

	The barbecue grill has a bucket of sand nearby


	
	


	Electrical Safety
	Check
	Comment

	Are flammable liquids stored near ignition sources

	
	

	Are electrical appliances and wiring routinely checked

	
	

	Are electrical cords frayed or cracked

	
	

	Is electrical tape used on any electrical cords

	
	

	Are all electrical cords UL approved

	
	

	Are electrical cords under rugs, over nails or in high traffic areas

	
	

	Are all the fuses in the fuse box the correct size and rating

	
	

	Do fuses frequently blow

	
	

	Do all outlets have cover plates and no exposed wiring

	
	

	Do all outlets work

	
	

	Are any light switches hot to touch

	
	

	Do any lights flicker

	
	

	Is light bulb wattage the correct size for each fixture

	
	


	General Safety
	Check
	Comment

	Carbon monoxide detectors are installed in the hallway of every sleeping area
	
	

	Smoke detectors are on every level


	
	

	Smoke detectors are placed near the bedrooms


	
	

	Smoke detectors are free of dust


	
	

	No decorations are hanging from the smoke detectors or sprinkler heads


	
	

	Smoke detectors’ batteries are tested monthly




	
	

	Smoke detectors’ batteries are replaced once a year or as necessary


	
	

	Doors, hallways and stairs are always clear of obstructions


	
	


	General Safety (cont.)
	Check
	Comment

	All fire extinguishers are within easy reach


	
	

	All fire extinguishers are fully charged


	
	

	All staff are trained on how to properly use a fire extinguisher


	
	

	The emergency evacuation plan is located in the residence


	
	

	All staff have been trained in the emergency evacuation plan


	
	

	Emergency numbers are posted near each telephone


	
	

	Working flashlights are always available


	
	


INSTRUCTIONS
After the checklist has been completed, review those boxes where no checkmarks were placed.  These represent potential fire and safety hazards that need to be immediately corrected.
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