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Executive Summary

Despite major technological advances as well as advances in 
auto-making, the most effective means of reducing fatal or 
serious injury in a traffic crash remains the most simple task of 
all: wearing a seat belt. Seat belt usage reduces a motor vehicle 
occupant’s risk of fatal injury by 45% and moderate or critical 
injury by 50%. The effort to convince the motoring public to 
“buckle up” began in earnest in 1966, when Congress enacted 
the Federal Highway Safety Act, which, among other things, 
required auto-makers to equip all vehicles with lap seat. In 
the 40 years since, government has worked in concert with 
the traffic safety community and law enforcement agencies 
to enhance seat belt usage nationwide through additional re-
quirements for car manufacturers, mandatory use laws, and 
concerted enforcement and educational campaigns.

In recent years Congress created the Section 157 Innovative 
Grant Program in an effort to raise seat belt usage rates throughout the country. In FY2005 the New Jersey 
Division of Highway Traffic Safety utilized a large portion of it’s Section 157 Innovative Grant funding to carry 
out a comprehensive seat belt program called the Click It or Ticket 2005 Seat Belt Mobilization. The mobiliza-
tion ran from May 23 through June 5, 2005. 

Key components of the Click It or Ticket 2005 Seat Belt Mobilization included targeted seat belt enforcement 
and education by 435 police agencies in the state, 240 of which received Click It or Ticket grants from the 
Division through the Section 157 funding. New Jersey also received an additional $300,000 for a paid media 
campaign to support the mobilization. New Jersey used its $300,000 to produce radio spots, which aired on 
stations in New Jersey, New York City and Philadelphia. Other components of the paid media campaign in-
cluded transit bus signs and billboard advertising in both English and Spanish.

Three kickoff events were held to launch the 2005 Click It or Ticket campaign. The program was announced 
at the statewide “101 Safe Driving Days of Summer” event on May 19, 2005 on the Boardwalk in Seaside 
Heights. The enforcement phase of the program began with a 
pair of operations on the morning of May 23, 2005: At the 
George Washington Bridge in Fort Lee, conducted by the Ber-
gen County Police Department; and on Route 73 in Camden 
County, conducted by the Pennsauken Police Department.

All three of these media events generated coverage of the Click 
It or Ticket campaign on radio, television, and newspapers. 
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The following are highlights of Click It or Ticket 2005 mobilization effort:

•  Letters of invitation were sent to all 473 police agencies in the state.

•  Staff from the Division called each police agency to confirm receipt of the  correspondence and to elicit  
   participation in the mobilization. 

•  A total of 435 police departments participated in the two-week enforcement mobilization, the largest  
 number ever.

•  240 municipal police departments received Click It or Ticket grants and participated in the two-week  
 mobilization.

•  More than 65,500 seat belt summonses were issued statewide during the two-week campaign.

•  8 police agencies issued more than 400 summonses during the two-week campaign.

•  The New Jersey Institute of Technology conducted a post-mobilization seat belt survey following the  
 campaign. Results of the survey indicate that the seat belt usage rate in New Jersey rose for the 9th  
 consecutive year, to an all-time high of 86%. 

•  Comparisons of pre and post-surveys conducted by Click It or Ticket grant-funded agencies shows that  
 seat belt usage rose in 92% (211 of 230) of the grant-funded municipalities that conducted the surveys.

•  1,875 radio spots in support of the campaign were aired on 60 radio stations in the New Jersey,  
 Philadelphia and New York City radio markets.

•  The seven-county North Region (Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Passaic, Morris, Warren and Sussex) achieved  
 100% participation in the mobilization (183 of 183 police agencies reporting). Also achieving 100%  
 participation were Cumberland, Mercer, and Salem counties.

•  A new High School Initiative resulted in Click It or Ticket public address announcements being read to   
 students in 87 New Jersey high schools.

In conclusion, the Click It or Ticket 2005 Mobilization provided the Division the opportunity to partner with 
an unprecedented number of police agencies, engage the public through a comprehensive paid and earned 
media advertising campaign, and track and accurately tabulate the results of the program. Most importantly, 
survey results show that seat belt utilization rose significantly, to an all-time high, as a result of this program.
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I. Background

On June 9, 1998, Congress enacted the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21).  Section 
1403 of this act contained a new incentive grant program to enhance the use of seat belts.  Under this program, 
funds were allocated for each fiscal year from 1998 until 2003 to states that either exceed the national average 
seat belt usage rate or that improve their state seat belt usage rate, based on certain required determinations 
and findings.  Congress approved the program for continuation for FY2004 and FY2005.

The objective of the Section 157 Grant program is to increase seat belt usage by supporting the implementa-
tion of innovative projects that build upon strategies known to be effective in increasing seat belt use rates.

The New Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety has received Section 157 grant awards each fiscal year since 
2000 to conduct a statewide program of highly visible enforcement and publicity programs to increase seat belt 
use.  The funds received under the grant program have been used to involve the participation of state and local 
police agencies in intensified enforcement campaigns designed to provide support during nationwide seat belt 
mobilizations.  A media initiative to support the enforcement component provided funds for radio announce-
ments and other paid media as part of a statewide publicity campaign.
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II. Methodology

The Division of Highway Traffic Safety requested and was granted funding from the Section 157 Innovative 
Grant program for 2005.  This grant, also known as Click It or Ticket, funded the major seat belt enforcement 
mobilization that took place from May 23 through June 5, 2005. 

Planning for the Click It or Ticket 2005 Mobilization began in late 2004, when a detailed plan of action and 
timeline was developed. The plan of action was used to carry out all components of the campaign, including 
the development and distribution of educational materials, the soliciting and processing of grant applications, 
outreach to all police agencies to secure participation in Click It or Ticket, and the paid media component of 
the program

All 473 police agencies in New Jersey were asked to participate in the 2005 Click It or Ticket Mobilization, on 
either a funded or non-funded basis. Based on available funding levels, approximately 240 departments were 
offered Click It or Ticket grants to support efforts locally. Along with the letters of invitation, grant packet, 
and educational materials, each department received a mobilization enforcement reporting form to be filled 
out and returned prior to June 17, 2005. 

The outreach efforts carried out by DHTS staff members proved to be successful, as 435 police agencies ul-
timately participated in the campaign, a 12% increase from 2004. Participation by a police agency took the 
form of either enforcement or educational/awareness activities. Only 38 police agencies did not participate in 
the 2005 campaign, which is an improvement when compared to the 102 agencies that did not participate in 
2004’s campaign. A list of the non-participant agencies is included in the Appendix.  

Participation by Region:

Region 1 South:   123 participants  12 non-participants  90.3% 

Region 2 Central  128 participants  26 non-participants  83.1% 

Region 3 North  183 participants  0 non-participants  100%

As the result of this concerted effort to elicit participation from the local departments, the response to the mo-
bilization effort was greater than ever before.  A total of 435 police departments participated. This represents 
92% percent of the total local police agencies in the state. 

Statewide Participation in the Click It or Ticket Campaign, by year:

     2002:      173 police agencies

     2003:      267 police agencies

     2004:      381 police agencies

     2005:      435 police agencies
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240 municipal police agencies received 
grant funding for the Click It or Ticket 
2005 mobilization. The grant paid for 80 
hours of overtime patrols during the two-
week period of May 23 through June 5.  
Officers on these overtime patrols were 
charged with enforcing existing motor ve-
hicle codes, with particular emphasis on 
the occupant protection statutes relating 
to seat belts and child safety seats.

Two sets of observational surveys on seat 
belt usage by motor vehicle drivers and oc-
cupants were done to capture the effect of 
the mobilization. One was done statewide 
by the New Jersey Institute of Technology and the other was done by the 240 Click It or Ticket grantees. Each 
set of surveys was conducted before and after the mobilization. The surveys undertaken by NJIT were note-
worthy in that this was the first time that an outside agency was retained by the Division of Highway Traffic 
Safety to conduct the statewide observational survey. 

Lack of Manpower
(Officers)

26%

Failed to Submit
grant application

5%

Lack of 
Financial 
resources

8%

No response to 
follow-up calls 32%

Failed to Report 
CIOT activities

32%

Miscellaneous 
reasons 8%

Only 38 Law enforcement agencies were unable to participate in the 2005 mobilization.

Reasons For Non-Participantion
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III. Analysis of the Data

The success of any effort to increase seat belt use depends greatly on highly visible enforcement of the state’s 
Primary Seat Belt Law. These enforcement efforts include the issuance of citations to motorists that do not 
wear a seat belt and to drivers who do not properly restrain their children.  Results from statewide observational 
survey conducted immediately after the mobilization show a usage rate in New Jersey of 86%, an increase of 4 
percentage points from 2004, and the 9th consecutive annual increase in the rate. 

The table that follows summarizes the results of the enforcement component of the campaign. During the two-
week Click It or Ticket 2005 Mobilization, the 435 participating police departments issued 65,577 seat belt 
citations, 1,212 child restraint citations, and 51,381 other citations.  

Results of the Mobilization 2005  

               Seat Belt       Child Restraint               Other
               Citations      Citations     Citations 
            

 434 Local Police         61,539                1,130                30,790

 NJ State Police             4,038                         82          20,591  

 Total                65,577               1,212                   51,381

The statewide seat belt usage rate in-
creased by nearly eight percentage 
points from 78-percent pre-mobiliza-
tion to 86-percent post-mobilization. 
For the surveys, NJIT staffers con-
ducted observations at 225 locations 
in 13 of New Jersey’s 21 counties. The 
locations selected included a variety of 
roadway types including interstates, 
local roads, and major and minor  
arterial roadways in both urban and 
rural areas. The following table pres-
ents the results of the pre and post-
mobilization surveys.  

In addition, 230 sets of pre and post-surveys received from Click It or Ticket grant-funded agencies indicate a 
marked increase in seat belt usage in those municipalities. Of the 230 reports received, 211 (91.7%) showed 
increased seat belt usage in the post-mobilization survey, 16 showed a decrease and three were unchanged.
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IV. Conclusion

It is clear from the results of the Click It or Ticket 2005 Seat Belt Mobilization that the local law enforcement 
community in the state is willing to participate in important statewide traffic safety programs such as this. An 
unprecedented number of police agencies in the state embraced the 2005 Mobilization and through the dedi-
cated work of these local officers a very strong message was sent about the importance of seat belt usage.

The large number of occupant protection-related summonses that were issued during the campaign and the 
resulting increase in the statewide seat belt usage rates proves once again that high visibility enforcement cam-
paigns have a very positive effect on enhancing traffic safety. In addition, participating law enforcement agen-
cies looked “beyond the ticket” during the campaign, resulting in numerous major arrests and seizures.

The State of New Jersey has come a long way with regards to usage of seat belts. In fact, the state’s seat belt 
usage rate has risen 23 percentage points in the last 8 years. It is clear, however, that the work is not complete. 
The Division must continue to expand its efforts and funding commitment, especially to garner the participa-
tion of police agencies that, to date, have not taken part in the campaign. The strong partnership between the 
Division of Highway Traffic Safety and New Jersey’s law enforcement community must continue to grow and 
expand in the years ahead if we are going to collectively be successful in convincing the remaining non-seat 
belt users to “buckle up.”   

19
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Abróchate o Boleto
New Jersey. Es la ley.

New Jersey Office of the Attorney General
Division of Highway Traffic Safety

Aquí de nuevo, 
todavía te estamos vigilando.

Abróchate el cinturón de seguridad.

Aquí de nuevo, 
todavía te estamos vigilando.

Abróchate el cinturón de seguridad.

Click It or Ticket 
New Jersey. It’s the law.

New Jersey Office of the Attorney General
Division of Highway Traffic Safety

We’re back.
We’re still watching.

Wear a seat belt.

We’re back.
We’re still watching.

Wear a seat belt.

Click or Ticket Billboards
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Cops find $43,000 cash in car 
          
05/24/2005 
PLAINSBORO -- A Pennsylvania couple was arrested on Route 1 after police found $43,000 in cash 
in a bowling bag in their car. 

Plainsboro police officer Jason Mariano stopped a 2001 Oldsmobile at 11:49 p.m. last Thursday night 
on Route 1 North because the vehicle’s license plate lights were out.

A check of the front seat passenger, Philip C. Smith, 42, of Willow Grove, Pa., revealed Smith was 
wanted on numerous warrants, leading Plainsboro police to search the vehicle.

The cops hit the jackpot when a bowling bag in plain view on the car’s backseat contained two plastic 
bags with bundles of cash.

One bag contained four bundles of $5,000 each and a single bundle of $1,000 and a second had an-
other four bundles of $5,000 each and a $2,000 bundle, according to police.

A lone marijuana cigarette was also in the bag and police called in a drug-sniffing canine, Zilke, to 
determine if the currency was tainted with drug residue.

Zilke immediately gave a “positive alert” on the cash after a couple whiffs, police said.

Smith was charged with warrants and failure to wear a seatbelt and held by West Windsor police.

The driver, Sheila Hudgins, 41, also of Willow Grove, Pa., was charged with possession of marijuana 
under 50 grams, possession of a controlled dangerous substance in a motor vehicle, and failure to 
maintain lamps. Hudgins was released on her own recognizance pending a future court appearance.

The cash was seized and turned over to the Middlesex County Prosecutor’s Office.

-- PETE DALY 
©The Trentonian 2005 
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POLICE BRIEFS 

Published in the Asbury Park Press 05/30/05
Cops: Lakewood man died in crash 

HOWELL: Police have identified the victim of a fatal car crash Saturday as an 87-year-old Lakewood 
man, authorities said Sunday.

Americo C. Camulli died Saturday after his 2003 Dodge Neon struck the center median on the south-
bound side of Route 9, authorities said.

It appears that Camulli suffered severe injuries during the collision and was removed from the car by 
volunteers with the Southard Fire Department and Howell First Aid Squad. He was later taken by 
State Police helicopter to Jersey Shore University Medical Center, Neptune, where he was pronounced 
dead at about 5:20 p.m., authorities said.

During the accident, a second car, driven by Scotty Kern, 44, of Pennsylvania, struck Camulli’s car. 
Neither Kern nor his two passengers were injured.

The accident remains under investigation by township police and the Monmouth County Serious  
Collision Analysis Response Team. 
A. Scott Ferguson 

No seat belt leads to drug charges 
ABERDEEN: A township man faces several drug charges following a motor vehicle stop on Cliffwood 
Avenue late Thursday night, police said.

Joseph B. Nagy, 20, of Woodmere Drive in the Cliffwood section of the township, was arrested about 
midnight at a “Click-it-or-Ticket” seat-belt enforcement checkpoint on Cliffwood Avenue near High-
way 35, police said. He was observed driving a vehicle without wearing a seat-belt, police said.

Officers detected a smell of burned marijuana, and searched the vehicle and found a burnt marijuana 
cigarette, hallucinogenic mushrooms and drug paraphernalia, police said.

Nagy was charged with two counts of possession of a controlled dangerous substance with intent to 
distribute; possession of a controlled dangerous substance with intent to distribute within a school 
zone; possession of a controlled dangerous substance; possession of less than 50 grams of marijuana 
and possession of drug paraphernalia.

He was released on $10,000 bail. 
Nirmal Mitra 

Copyright © 2005 Asbury Park Press. All rights reserved.
Use of this site indicates your agreement to the Terms of Service. (Updated 4/13/05)

Site design by Asbury Park Press / Contact us
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COPS ARREST FUGITIVE

Checkpoint leads to man wanted for skipping hearing 
Published in the Asbury Park Press 05/25/05

BY JUSTIN VELLUCCI
KEYPORT BUREAU 

HOLMDEL — Police conducting seat-belt stops on Route 520 Tuesday apprehended a fugitive who 
failed to attend a hearing where he was to be sentenced for endangering the welfare of a child in Febru-
ary 2004. 

Jose V. Hernandez, 23, of Long Branch was charged with hindering apprehension and transferred to 
Monmouth County Jail after Cpl. Walter Weber pulled over the car in which Hernandez was riding 
because he wasn’t wearing his seat belt. 

Hernandez is being held on $100,000 bail stemming for a warrant from the Monmouth County 
Prosecutor’s Office and $2,500 bail for the hindering apprehension charge, Detective Sgt. Louis Torres 
said. 

He also was wanted for $1,400 in traffic violation warrants out of Long Branch and was given a sum-
mons for not wearing his seat belt, Torres said. 

Weber was assisted at the scene by Sgt. Thomas Durdack. 

Hernandez was taken to police headquarters after he provided authorities conflicting statements about 
his identity, Torres said. The driver of the car in which Hernandez was riding was not charged. 

Hernandez was charged with sexual assault and endangering of the welfare of a child but, pursuant to 
a plea agreement, only pleaded guilty to the endangerment charge on Feb. 3, 2004, said Peter Boser, 
director of the sex crimes/child abuse unit of the Monmouth County Prosecutor’s Office. 

He failed to attend his sentencing on April 16, 2004, Boser said. 

Weber was conducting seat belt stops on Route 520 as part of the two-week Click It or Ticket cam-
paign to increase and educate the public about safety belt usage. 
Justin Vellucci: (732) 888-2617 or jvellucci@app.com
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Seat-belt checkpoints this weekend

By CATHERINE L. FOLEY
THE JOURNAL NEWS
(Original publication: May 26, 2005)

The New York state seat-belt enforcement campaign is in full effect 
this week and state police in Rockland will be stopping holiday trav-
elers at checkpoints all weekend. 

The effort began Monday and will continue to June 5. 

“It’s amazing how many people still don’t wear their seat belt even 
today,” said state police Sgt. Kevin Flynn of Troop F in Haverstraw. 
“We’ve been to so many accident scenes where the cars are demol-
ished, and the people are fine because they had their seat belt on. It 
saves your life.” 

Troopers from the Haverstraw barracks wrote more than 60 tickets 
in a few hours at checkpoints yesterday, Flynn said. Undercover cars 
also will be monitoring drivers around the county. 

“Anyone who’s not wearing a seat belt is going to get a ticket,” he 
said. 

During last year’s campaign, police statewide set up 820 checkpoints 
and issued more than 56,000 seat-belt tickets, which included 1,844 
child restraint violations. 

Fines vary depending on where motorists are stopped. Child-seat 
violations also can include points against the driver’s license. 

“If the vehicle hits something, the body keeps going. People walk 
away from accidents when they have their seat belt on,” Flynn said.

Is your seat belt fastened? Click it or ticket. Deadline you know that we are way ahead of the national 
average for seat belt use. 87% of us use seat belts regularly. If you wna tto know how to properly seat belt 
a baby seat into a car - go to the safety clinics tomorrow at Tutu Park Mall 11 to 3:00 The lfie you save 
could be your child. Make some good news - Click it or ticket. 

At the virgin islands

•  All front-seat occupants  
 must wear a seat belt,  
 regardless of age.

•  All rear-seat occupants  
 younger than 16 must  
 wear a seat belt.

•  Children younger than 4  
 must be restrained in a  
 federally approved child- 
 safety seat.

•  Children younger than 7  
 but weighing more than  
 40 pounds may be secured  
 in a booster seat with a lap  
 or shoulder belt.
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The following 44 New Jersey police department’s participated in the 2005 Click It or Ticket mobilization 
by raising awareness in their communities through the distribution of educational materials, displaying 
banners, facilitating announcements in schools, issuing news releases, and/or garnering local government 
resolutions of support.

County  Police Department

Atlantic  Absecon City
Atlantic  Atlantic County Prosecutors Office
Atlantic  Buena Borough
Burlington  Burlington Township
Burlington  Evesham Township
Burlington  Lumberton
Burlington  Mansfield Township
Burlington  Maple Shade
Burlington  North Hanover
Burlington  Riverton
Burlington  Springfield Township
Burlington  Willingboro Township
Camden  Audubon Borough
Camden  Audubon Park
Camden  Barrington
Camden  Berlin Township
Camden  Chesilhurst
Camden  Clementon
Camden  Delaware River and Port Authority
Camden  Haddonfield
Camden  Haddon Heights
Camden  Pine Valley
Camden  Waterford Township
Cape May  Cape May City
Cape May  North Wildwood
Cape May  Stone Harbor
Cape May  Wildwood City
Cumberland  Bridgeton
Gloucester  Clayton
Gloucester  Newfield Borough
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Gloucester  South Harrison
Gloucester  West Deptford
Gloucester  Woodbury Heights
Hudson  Guttenberg
Hudson  Weehawkin
Hudson  Union City
Hudson  West New York
Mercer  Princeton Borough
Middlesex  South Brunswick
Monmouth  Rumson
Monmouth  Sea Bright
Salem  Elmer
Salem  Lower Alloways Creek
Union  Springfield

Total:  44

County  Police Department
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Click It or Ticket
May, 2005

Non-participants
38 Total

Region I – South (12)

Department    County

Somers Point    Atlantic
Beverly City    Burlington
Chesterfield Township   Burlington
Eastampton Township   Burlington
Edgewater Park   Burlington
Lawnside    Camden
Lindenwold    Camden
Winslow Township   Camden
Woodlynne    Camden
West Wildwood   Cape May
National Park P.D.   Gloucester
Paulsboro P.D.    Gloucester

                        Region II – Central (26)

Department    County
Califon     Hunterdon
West Amwell    Hunterdon
Dunellen    Middlesex
Helmetta    Middlesex
Highland Park    Middlesex
South Amboy    Middlesex
Woodbridge    Middlesex
Allentown Borough   Monmouth
Bradley Beach    Monmouth
Colts Neck    Monmouth
Deal     Monmouth
Englishtown Borough   Monmouth
Howell Township   Monmouth
Neptune Borough   Monmouth
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Click It or Ticket
May, 2005

Non-participants
38 Total

Department    County

Spring Lake    Monmouth
Union Beach    Monmouth
Berkeley Township   Ocean
Island Heights    Ocean
Point Pleasant Borough  Ocean
Plumstead Township   Ocean  
Seaside Park    Ocean
Bernards Township   Somerset
Bridgewater    Somerset
Far Hills    Somerset
Clark     Union
Kenilworth    Union

                        Region III – North (0)
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