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I. Executive Summary

The rate of alcohol-related fatalities in New Jersey is 
traditionally below the national average. However, 
the horrendous toll of impaired driving in the state is 
still felt on a daily basis, despite years of enforcement 
and educational programs.

For the first time in 2005 the New Jersey Division 
of Highway Traffic Safety mobilized the entire law 
enforcement community in the state for an impaired 
driving campaign as part of the national You Drink 
and Drive, You Lose Crackdown. The crackdown, 
which ran from August 19-September 5, 2005, and 

focused on the Labor Day holiday weekend, called on law enforcement to conduct high-visibility drunk driv-
ing checkpoints and roving patrols during the two-week campaign.

As usual, the law enforcement community in the state rose to the occasion and sent a strong message that 
impaired driving will not be tolerated on the roads of New Jersey and that efforts will continue until drunk 
driving is completely eradicated.

Highlights of New Jersey’s You Drink and Drive, You Lose 2005 Crackdown are as follows: 

 A total of 382 police agencies participated in the two-week crackdown compared to 102 in 2004.

 102 law enforcement agencies received You Drink and Drive You Lose campaign grants from the Division  
 of Highway Traffic Safety to assist in carrying out the campaign.

 A total of 1,583 DWI arrests were made during the two-week crackdown compared to 316 in 2004.

 The total number of summonses (Open Container, Traffic Signal, Speeding, Seat Belt, Child Restraint,  
 Equipment, Other Moving, Other Non Moving) issued during the campaign was 50,665 compared to  
 13,020 in 2004.

 There were 11,672 speeding summonses and 5,739 seat belt citations issued during the two-week period.

 The campaign was supported by public awareness activities that included radio announcements and news  
 conference events in the New York City and Philadelphia media markets.
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II. Background

Tremendous strides have been made in the last 25 years in the war against impaired driving. Whereas “one 
for the road” was once socially acceptable, society has come realize the devastating toll of impaired driving. A 
coalition of law enforcement, community activists, and governmental officials have worked for the better part 
of two decades to dramatically reduce the number of impaired drivers on our nation’s roads.

Nonetheless, the work is surely not done as driving while under the influence continues to be a scourge on our 
roadways. Preliminary estimates from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) indicate 
that alcohol-related fatalities declined in 2004 for the second straight year, however the number of impaired 
driving deaths still topped 17,000. In addition, more than 1.4 million motorists were arrested nationwide in 
2003 for driving while under the influence, the most recent full year for which such numbers are available. 

In addition, 97% of those surveyed indicate that they feel impaired driving is a major threat to themselves and 
their families. Also, the vast majority of Americans support stronger drunk driving laws. NHTSA estimates that 
three in every ten Americans will be involved in am impaired driving crash at some point in their lifetime.

Planning for New Jersey’s You Drink 
and Drive, You Lose 2005 Crackdown 
began in late 2004, when a detailed plan 
of action and timeline was developed. 
The plan of action was used to carry 
out all components of the campaign,  
including the development and dis-
tribution and educational materials,  
the soliciting and processing of grant ap-
plications, outreach to all police agen-
cies to secure participation in the crack-
down, and the earned media component 
of the program.

 
All 475 police agencies in New Jersey 
were asked to participate in the 2005 
You Drink and Drive, You Lose Crack-
down on either a funded or non-funded 
basis. Based on available funding levels, 
approximately 100 departments were 
offered You Drink and Drive, You Lose 
grants to support efforts locally. Along 
with the letters of invitation, grant pack-
ets, and educational materials, each de-
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partment received a crackdown 
enforcement reporting form to 
be filled out and returned prior 
to September 17, 2005.

Agencies that received You Drink 
and Drive, You Lose Crackdown 
grants were awarded $4,000, 
which provided funding for 80 
hours of enforcement overtime 
during the crackdown period. 
The funding was to be utilized 
by the grantees for DWI check-
points and/or roving patrols.

Alcohol – Related Fatalities by County/Year

County Names   1994    1995    1996   1997   1998    1999   2000   2001   2002   2003   2004*     Total

Atlantic     15     17     20     18     12       9     18     19     17     16     18   179
Bergen     18     14     16     22     12     20     12     12     21     12       9   168
Burlington     22     19     11     13     18     18     16     14     17     15     16   179
Camden     15     12     20     21     15     17     22     17     12     12     11   174
Cape May       2       9       4       3       4       5       5       6       3       8       5     54
Cumberland     12       7       5       6     12     15     12       5       6     11       6     97
Essex     19     27     21     22     21     22     24     12     20       8       2   198
Gloucester     16     18     11     12       9       6     19     13       8     10       6   128
Hudson       9       9       8     15     16       7     11     10       9     12       3   109
Hunterdon       5       6       6       2       2       3       4       2       4       1       0     35
Mercer       8        7       9       4     10       7       9       9       6       9       8     86
Middlesex     17     14     16     20     14     20     23     17     22     28     17   208
Monmouth       9     18     14     21     17     18     19     10     16     17     17   176
Morris       9     11     11       7       9       9       4     13       8       4       9     94
Ocean     23       7     11       9     11     10     14     20     12     12     12   141
Passaic       9       4       9     10       6       8       9     12     13       7       4    91
Salem       9       4       6       3       4       7       7       2       4       6       6     58
Somerset       3     11     11       9       5       5       5       8     11       4       5     77
Sussex       5       7       5       4       4       6       5       6       5       7       6     60
Union       6     14     11       8       5     11     16     20      11     24     12   138
Warren       2       5       2       5       3      3       4       1       5       3       3     36

   233   240   227   234   209   226   258   228   230   226   175         2,486

* Partial Year Data
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III. Results

 When all reporting forms and data were tabulated, it was determined that 382 police agencies had  
participated in the campaign, which is a dramatic increase as compared to the 102 agencies that participated 
in 2004, and the 55 that took part in 2003.

You Drink and Drive You Lose Statewide Crackdown

Participation by Year

           2003:   55

        2004:   102

        2005:   382

You Drink and Drive You Lose 2005 Crackdown
Participation by Region

    Region I South:         99 participants  36 non-participants

   Region II Central:       106 participants  48 non-participants

  Region III North:       176 participants      9 non-participants

As the result of this concerted effort to elicit participation from the local departments, the response to the 
crackdown effort was greater than ever before.  A total of 382 police departments participated. This represents 
80.4% percent of the total police agencies in the state.
 
The table that follows summarizes the results of the enforcement component of the campaign. During the 
two-week You Drink and Drive, You Lose 2005 Crackdown, the 382 participating police departments made 
1,583 DWI arrests. They also issued 11,672 speeding summonses, 5,739 seat belt citations, and 33,254 other 
citations.  

                           Results of the 2005 You Drink and Drive, You Lose Crackdown

                                 DWI                 Speeding             Seat Belt            Other
                              Arrests            Summonses           Summonses          Citations

    381 local agencies      1,302           6,136                3,999  33,167

    NJ State Police                     281           5,536                1,740         87

   Total 382 agencies      1,583         11,672                5,739             33,254
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IV. Media

It is important to remember that any statewide traffic safety enforcement 
crackdown  needs to be supported by a strong campaign of public infor-
mation and awareness. The Division, in cooperation with its law enforce-
ment partners, raised awareness about the 2005 You Drink and Drive, You 
Lose Crackdown in several important ways.

A pair of news conference were held, one in each of the major media mar-
kets serving the state, to raise awareness about the campaign. The crack-
down was formally launched at a press conference held in Times Square, 
New York City, on August 22, 2005. Speakers at the event included the 
Administrator of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Dr. 
Jeffrey Runge. The New Jersey Attorney General, Peter C. Harvey held a  

second news conference, targeting the Philadelphia media market, was held in Pennsauken, NJ on August 25, 
2005. Both media events were well covered by television, radio, and print journalists, which served to raise 
awareness about the DWI crackdown.

Thousands of radio listeners heard the You Drink and 
Drive, You Lose message courtesy of radio announcements 
produced by the Division and aired before and during the 
campaign. The announcements ran repeatedly on every 
New Jersey radio station as part of the Division’s ongoing 
partnership with the New Jersey Broadcasters Association.

Participating police agencies also helped spread the word. 
Grant recipients were asked to send out press releases  
highlighting their participation in the campaign as well  
as hang banners around their communities to promote the 
crackdown. Dozens of news stories ran in local newspa-
pers as a result of these press releases, which undoubtedly 
brought the impaired driving message to many thousands 
of residents.
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V. Conclusion

The law enforcement community in New Jersey is clearly committed to reducing impaired driving injuries and 
fatalities on the roads of our state. For the first time, a statewide impaired driving crackdown was conducted, 
and the results were impressive. 382 law enforcement agencies came together during a two-week crackdown 
and sent a clear message that driving while under the influence of alcohol or drugs will not be tolerated. 

The issue of impaired driving remains a crucial traffic safety concern in the state, and the passage of time does 
not diminish the willingness of law enforcement to put in the extra effort to keep our roadways free of im-
paired drivers.

The results of the campaign also prove once again that local, county, and state police agencies in New Jersey 
are committed to traffic safety and are always ready to support statewide campaigns such as this. The fact that 
80% of the police agencies contributed to the 2005 You Drink and Drive You, Lose Crackdown and made 
more than 1,500 DWI arrests shows the importance that law enforcement places on traffic safety.

The Division of Highway Traffic Safety looks forward to continuing its partnership with law enforcement on 
this and other important traffic safety issues in the months and years ahead.
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NJ OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
DIVISION OF HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY 

(800) 422-3750 www.njsaferoads.com

• Un estudio reveló que el 90% de los  
 hispanos ven el guiar bajo la influencia del  
 alcohol como una amenaza a su seguridad,  
 a sus familias y comunidad, más de  
 94% consideran muy importante que se  
 reduzca el guiar bajo la influencia  
 de alcohol

• Los hombres hispanos tienen el porcentaje  
 más alto de ser detenidos y arrestados por   
 manejar bajo la influencia de alcohol

• Cada 30 minutos alguien en Estados 
 Unidos muere en un choque     
 automovilístico relacionado con alcohol

• En Nueva Jersey, las penalidades por  
 primera ofensa incluyen hasta $3,500 
 en multas, sobre cargo de seguros, la 
 suspensión de la licencia hasta un año y 
 encarcelamiento en casos con fatalidades

• No seas el próximo número de arresto o   
 muerte, Si Bebes Y Manejas, Perderás 






