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Township of Roxbury  
Governing Body 2013 

• Fred Hall, Mayor & Ward 3 Councilman 
• Gary Behrens, Ward 2 Councilman 
• Mark Crowley, Councilman at Large 
• Kathy DeFillippo, Deputy Mayor & 

Councilwoman at Large 
• Jim Rilee, Councilman at Large 
• Martin Schmidt, Ward 4 Councilman 
• Richard Zoschak, Ward 1 Councilman 

 



Township of Roxbury 
Profile 
• Population: 23,324 
• Land Area: 21 square miles 
• Founded 1740, Incorporated 1798 
• Originally a center for Iron Mining and forges 
• Later, a major hub for the Morris Canal 
• By 1890 a gateway to the busy resorts of Lake 

Hopatcong 
• 2011: Named among America’s Promise Alliance 

100 Best Communities for Young People 
 

 
 







Township of Roxbury 
Petition for Plan Conformance 

• Planning Area Lands: 9,738 acres  (69%) 
• Preservation Area Lands: 4,303 acres (31%) 
• Petition for Preservation Area Lands Only.  
• Township, in coordination with Highlands 

Council, utilizing “Checklist Ordinance 
Approach.” 

Berkshire Valley Wildlife Management Area 



Checklist Ordinance Approach 
• Appropriate where future development potential 

is severely limited. 
– Roxbury Township Preservation Area:  

4 potentially developable lots identified  
• Under Checklist Ordinance, Development 

Applications referred to Highlands Council.  
– Eases burden on municipality 
– Ensures full RMP compliance 

• Previous examples: 
– Denville, Mt. Arlington 

 
 



Public Comments 
• Public comment period: 4/12/13 – 4/26/13 
• Comments received from:  

– David Peifer, Association of New Jersey 
Environmental Commissions 

– Wilma Frey, New Jersey Conservation 
Foundation 

– Erica Van Auken, N.J. Highlands Coalition 
• Comment/Response Document provided 

responses to all public comments received.  
– Posted to Highlands website: 5/10/13 



Staff Recommendation:  
Approve w/conditions 
• Adoption of approved:  

– Highlands ERI 
– Reexamination Report 
– Master Plan Element  
– Preservation Area Checklist Ordinance 
– Wastewater Management Plan 

• Develop & Implement Resource Mgmt Plans 
• Redevelopment Planning 
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