
Highlands Council Meeting 
Thursday, April 17, 2014 

Jefferson Township 
Petition for Plan Conformance 

Rockaway River Near Milton Village Jefferson Township Museum 



Jefferson Township 
Governing Body 2014 
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• Russell W. Felter, Mayor 
• Robert Birmingham, Council Vice President 
• Jay Dunham, Councilman 
• Debi Merz, Councilwoman 
• Michael Sanchelli, Councilman 
• Richard Yocum, Council President 
 



Jefferson Township 
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• Population: 21,314 
• Land Area: 27,384 acres  

(43 square miles) 
• Southern border includes 

northern shore of Lake 
Hopatcong, Northern border on 
Oak Ridge Reservoir, and eastern 
border on edge of Green Pond, 
Rockaway Township. 

• Pequannock and Rockaway 
Rivers among several in 
municipality. 
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Petition 
• Petition for Preservation Area only 
• Preservation Area Lands: 24,080 (88%)  

– Planning Area Lands: 3,303 acres (12%) 

• Petition deemed administratively complete, 
April 2012 

• Municipality held multiple public meetings to 
engage community in process 
– No public comments on the Petition were received by  

the municipality 
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Checklist Committee Review 
January 2014 
• 62% of Jefferson Preservation Area already preserved 
• Limited public water, sewer infrastructure 
• Subject to NJDEP Highlands Preservation Area Rules 
• Conclusion: No developable parcels that would be subject to 

Highlands Land Use Ordinance review  
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Factors Developable Land Potential 
(# of parcels/acres) 

Disturbance of one acre or more of land 0 
New Impervious Surface ¼ acre or more 0 
New or expanded use not permitted by ordinance 0 
3 or more dwelling units if residential 0 
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Public Comment Summary 
• Public Comment Period:  March 14-28, 2014 
• One (1) comment received, however it was not 

related to the Petition. 
• Revised Final  documents were  posted to the 

Highlands Council website: April 11, 2014 
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Weldon Brook, Mahlon Dickerson Reservation 



Staff Recommendation:  
Approve w/conditions 

• Adoption of approved:  
– Highlands ERI 
– Highlands Master Plan Element  
– Checklist Ordinance 
– Housing Element & Fair Share Plan 

• Adherence to Implementation Plan & Schedule 
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Implementation Funding 
• Completion of components including: 

– Sustainable Economic Development Plan 
– Habitat Conservation & Management Plan 
– Stream Corridor Protection/Restoration Plan 
– Stormwater Management Plan 

• Funded planning will cover entire 
municipality, not only Preservation Area 
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Jefferson Township 
Petition for Plan Conformance 
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Rockaway River Municipal Complex Saffin Pond, Mahlon Dickerson Reservation 
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