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MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Roxbury Water Quality Committee 
 
From: Margaret Nordstrom, Executive Director 
 
Subject: Committee Meeting Minutes – June 11, 2015 
 
Date: June 26, 2015 
 
 
A Roxbury Water Quality Committee meeting was held on Thursday, June 11, 2015 at the Highlands 
Council office in Chester.  Committee Members present:  Committee Chair Dressler, Committee 
Members Francis and Richko.   
 
Visiting Attendees from Raritan Headwaters Association:  Bill Kibler and Angela Gorczyca 
 
Staff Members present:  Margaret Nordstrom, Chris Danis, Chris Ross, and Annette Tagliareni. 
 
Also present:  Michael Collins, Assistant Counsel, Governor’s Authorities Unit, and Matt Kelly, 
DAG. 
 
Committee Chair Dressler opened the meeting at 2:10pm. 
 
Highlands Council  
 
Committee Chair Dressler reported that this committee was formed by the Highlands Water 
Protection and Planning Council (the Council) to gather as much information/data as possible 
regarding water quality conditions in Roxbury Township.  NJDEP representatives attended the 
committee’s meeting on April 30th to begin the process and provide relevant ground water and 
surface water quality data.  Roxbury Township representatives attended the committee’s meeting on 
May 21st to provide the water quality data collected by the Township and to discuss Highlands grant 
funding available to the Township for the possible collection and analysis of additional stream 
corridor information/data. 
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Raritan Headwaters Association 
 
Bill Kibler, Director of Policy at Raritan Headwaters Association (RHA) provided the committee 
with the PowerPoint he presented to Council at its January 22, 2015 meeting along with the data 
which served as the basis of the presentation.  Mr. Kibler noted that RHA data is based on 
biological monitoring (i.e., the structure of macroinvertebrate communities) and not chemical 
monitoring.  RHA monitors approximately 57 sites.  The monitoring results are assessed using the 
New Jersey Impairment Scoring system of 0-30, in which 30 indicates the high end of non-
impairment and 0 indicates a site which is severely impaired.  In headwater streams, RHA expects to 
see a range of 27-30.  Mr. Kibler stated that RHA testing is sent to NJDEP annually.  A number of 
18, which has been the impairment score for RHA’s monitoring site on Ledgewood Brook the past 
3 years, indicates a Moderately Impaired stream segment.  Based on that score RHA has concerns 
and recommends chemical monitoring.  Member Richko asked what is done once RHA’s data is 
given to NJDEP.  Angela Gorczyca responded that RHA shares data with NDEP annually at a sit 
down meeting, and shares any concerns at that time.  RHA indicated that stream sampling this year 
will take place in late-June and sampling results should be available in the fall.  The committee asked 
RHA to share those results with the Council when they are available.  
 
Next Steps 
 
Committee Chair Dressler stated that the committee would like to meet with NJDEP, RHA, and 
Roxbury officials at a future meeting to come up with some solutions.   
 
Mr. Kibler and Angela Gorczyca left the meeting at 3:09pm. 
 
Ms. Nordstrom noted that staff will meet with The Nature Conservancy on Monday, June 15 to 
discuss the Paulins Kill Watershed 10-Year Measures and Monitoring Plan which may be helpful to 
the committee for use as a guide/prototype. 
 
Next Meeting 
 
Committee Chair Dressler will report out to Council at its June 18th meeting the status of the 
committee’s efforts to date.  
 
The committee adjourned at 3:30pm. 
  


