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SADC Seeks Applications for Farm Preservation in Atlantic, Camden Counties

Agriculture Secretary Charles M. Kuperus today encouraged any landowners interested in preserving farmland in Atlantic or Camden counties to apply under the state acquisition programs administered by the State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC).


“We have immediate funding available specifically for the preservation of farmland in Atlantic and Camden counties,” said Secretary Kuperus, who chairs the SADC. “Therefore, we are actively seeking applications from landowners in these counties who are interested in preserving their farms, either by selling their development rights or selling their land outright for preservation.” 


The SADC offers two state acquisition programs – the direct easement purchase and fee simple programs. Under the direct easement purchase program, landowners sell the development rights to their land to the SADC. They retain ownership of the land but agree to deed restrictions that permanently protect the land from non-agricultural development. Farmland owners who no longer wish to farm or own the land can sell their land outright to the SADC under the fee simple program. The SADC then resells the farms at public auctions with deed restrictions permanently preserving the farms for agricultural use. 


For an application or further information, contact the SADC at (609) 984-2504 or visit its website at www.state.nj.us/agriculture/sadc/sadc.htm.
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The SADC administers New Jersey’s Farmland Preservation Program. In addition to its state acquisition programs, the SADC also offers three other programs that provide grants to counties, municipalities and nonprofits to help them preserve farmland. To date, more than 1,500 farms covering more than 158,000 acres have been preserved statewide, including 7 farms covering 467 acres in Camden County and 29 farms covering 3,592 acres in Atlantic County.
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