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Sheree L. Kelly, Esq., appearing on behalf of Respondent, Public Service Electric and Gas 
Company 

BY THE BOARD: 

On May 31 , 2013, Paul Nichols, ("Petitioner''), filed a petition with the Board of Public Utilities 
("Board") requesting a formal hearing related to a billing dispute with Public Service Electric and 
Gas Company ("Respondent" or "Company") for utility services rendered by Respondent. In 
2005 Petitioner discontinued service of his account ending in 31306 at the Hasbrouck Heights 
address. From 2005, through 2009, Petitioner continued to receive bills for that address totaling 
$1 ,308.13. Petitioner currently resides in Lodi, New Jersey with an account ending in 43308. 
The Company fi led an Answer denying the allegation and stating that Petitioner failed to state a 
claim upon which relief can be granted. 

After the filing of Respondent's Answer, the Board transmitted this matter to the Office of 
Administrative Law ("OAL") for hearing and initial disposition as a contested case pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 52:14B-1 et seq. and N.J.S.A. 52:14F-1 et seq. This matter was assigned to 
Administrative Law Judge ("ALJ") Richard McGill. 

Prior to a hearing, the parties agreed to settle the matter. The parties entered into and signed a 
Stipulation of Settlement ("Stipulation") that was submitted to ALJ McGill, in which Respondent 
agreed to remove the disputed amount of $1 ,308.13 from the Petitioner's old residence in 
Hasbrouck Heights with account ending in 31306 and transferred it to his new residence in Lodi, 
New Jersey with an account number ending in 43308. Respondent will credit Petitioner's 
account ending in 43308 in the amount of $1 ,308.13. 



By Initial Decision issued on April 22, 2014 and submitted to the Board on April 25, 2014, to 
which the Stipulation was attached and made a part thereof, ALJ McGill found that the 
Stipulation was voluntary, that its terms fully disposed of all issues in controversy, and that it 
satisfied the requirements of N.J.AC. 1:1-19.1. 

After review of the Initial Decision, the Stipulation of Settlement of the parties, and the entire 
record, the Board HEREBY FINDS that the parties have voluntarily agreed to the Stipulation as 
evidenced by their signatures and that by the terms of the Stipulation, have fully resolved all 
outstanding contested issues in this matter. Accordingly, the Board HEREBY ADOPTS the 
Initial Decision and Stipulation of Settlement executed by the parties in their entirety as if set 
forth at length herein. 

DATED !J/U /Jtf 

ATTEST: 

K~Odor-
SECRETARY 

BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 
BY: 

~ 
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Paul Nichols 
222 Garibaldi Avenue, Apt 39 
Lodi, NJ 07644 

Sheree L Kelly, Esq. 
PSEG Services Corporation 
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Jennifer S. Hsia, DAG 
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Eric Hartsfield, Director 
Division of Customer Assistance 
Board of Public Utilities 
44 South Clinton Avenue, gth Floor 
Post Office Box 350 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0350 

Julie Ford, Chief 
Division of Customer Assistance 
Board of Public Utilities 
44 South Clinton Avenue, gth Floor 
Post Office Box 350 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0350 

Valerie Haynes, Chief 
Office of Case Management 
Board of Public Utilities 
44 South Clinton Avenue, 9111 Floor 
Post Office Box 350 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0350 
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State of New Jersey 
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW 

qJ -w·.~u -
CASE ~At..tU:.GSV.C.:·~ I 

PAUL NICHOLS, 

Petitioner, 

v. 

PUBLIC SERVICE ELECTRIC AND GAS 

COMPANY, 

Respondent. 

Paul Nichols, pro se 

Sheree L. Kelly, Esq., for respondent 

Record Closed: April1, 2014 

BEFORE RICHARD McGILL, ALJ: 

INITIAL DECISION 

SETTLEMENT 

OAL DKT. NO. PUC 11165-13 

AGENCY DKT. NO. EC13050442U 

Decided: April 22, 2014 

This matter is a billing dispute between Paul Nichols and Public Service Electric 

and Gas Company. The matter was transmitted to the Office of Administrative Law on 

,<>.ugust 2, 2013, for determination as a contested case. 

Prior to hearing, the parties agreed to an amicable resolution of the matter and 

submitted a Stipulation of Settlement. Having reviewed the record and the settlement 

terms, I FIND as follows: 

New Jersey is an Equal Opportumty Employer 



OAL DKT. NO. PUC 11165-13 

1. The parties have voluntarily agreed to the settlement as evidenced by 

their signatures or the signatures of their representatives. 

2. The settlement fully disposes of all issues in controversy and is consistent 

with the law. 

Therefore, I CONCLUDE that the agreement meets the requirements of N.J.A.C. 

1:1-19.1 and that the settlement should be approved. Accordingly, it is ORDERED that 

the parties comply with the terms of the settlement, and it is FURTHER ORDERED that 

the proceeding in this matter be concluded. 

I hereby FILE my initial decision with the BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES for 

consideration. 

This recommended decision may be adopted, modified or rejected by the 

BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES, which by law is authorized to make a final decision in 

this matter. If the Board of Public Utilities does not adopt, modify or reject this decision 

within forty-five (45) days and unless such time limit is otherwise extended, this 

recommended decision shall become a final decision in accordance with N.J.S.A. 

52:146-10. 

DATE 

Date Received at Agency: 

Date Mailed to Parties: 

ljb 

RICHARD McGill, ALJ 
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
OFFICE OF 1\D~!IN. LAW 

Paul Nichols 
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) 

Petitioner 

v. 

OAL Docket No. PUC 11165-2013 N 
BPU Docket No. EC13050442U 

STIPULATION OF SETTLEMENT 
Public Service Electric and Gas Company, 

Respondent 

This matter having been brought before the Office of Administrative Law by the 
Petitioner, Paul Nichols ("Petitioner"), against Respondent Public Service Electric and Gas 
Company ("PSE&G" or "Respondent") for utility service rendered by PSE&G to the premises, 
496 Burton Ave., Hasbrouck Heigh~s, NJ 07604 (the "Property") and the Parties having agreed 
to settle this matter, hereby set forth the terms and conditions of their settlement agreement as 
follows: 

l. PSE&G agrees to remove the disputed amount of$1308.13, from Petitioner's old 
residence at 496 Burton Ave., Hasbrouck Heights, NJ 07604, account ending in 
313 0 6 and transfer it to his new residence at 222 Garibaldi Ave., Apt. #39, Lodi, 
NJ 07644, account ending in 433 0 8. 

2. PSE&G will then credit the account ending in 433 0 8 in the amount of$1308.13. 

Petitioner: aul Nichols 

Date: ..1 - Oil - CJO I c/ 

Respondent: PSE&G 

By: 
lamesT. Walsh 

(/Sr. Customer Relations 

Date: __ 5.::._· '"S_:_f_,_:.I_Y'----


