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CUSTOMER ASSISTANCE 

ORDER ADOPTING INITIAL 
DECISION SETTLEMENT 
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Mario M. Blanch, Esq., appearing on behalf of Petitioner, Hernandez Realty PIA 6001 Polk 
Street, West New York, NJ 
John P. Wallace, Esq., appearing on behalf of Respondent, United Water New Jersey 

BY THE BOARD: 1 

On January 21 , 2014, Hernandez Realty PIA 6001 Polk Street, West New York, NJ CPetitioner'') 
filed a petition with the Board of Public Utilities ("Board") requesting a formal hearing related to a 
billing dispute with United Water New Jersey ("Respondent") for utility services rendered by 
Respondent. 

After the filing of Respondent's answer, the Board transmitted this matter to the Office of 
Administrative Law ("OAL") for hearing and initial disposition as a contested case pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 52:14B-1 et seq. and N.J.S.A. 52:14F-1 et seq. This matter was assigned to 
Administrative Law Judge ("ALJ") Kimberly A. Moss. 

While this matter was pending at the OAL, the parties engaged in negotiations and entered into 
and signed a Settlement Agreement ("Agreement") that was submitted to the ALJ. By Initial 
Decision issued on June 15, 2015 and submitted to the Board on June 16, 2015, to which the 
Agreement was attached and made part thereof, ALJ Moss found that the Agreement was 
voluntary, that its terms fully disposed of all issues in controversy and that it satisfied the 
requirements of N.J.A.C. 1:1-19.1. 

1 
Commissioner Upendra J. Chivukula recused himself due to a potential conflict of interest and as such 

took no part in the discussion or deliberation of th is matter. 



Pursuant to the Agreement, which resolves a dispute with respect to unbilled and unpaid 
charges for water consumption at premises located at 6001 Polk Street, West New York, New 
Jersey, the Petitioner has agreed to pay $9,976.94 to Respondent in full and final satisfaction 
for unbilled and unpaid water consumption provided at the subject premises. The parties have 
further agreed that the Agreement supersedes any prior bills and that the Petitioner is free to 
share the information with the North Hudson Sewer Authority in the event that an additional 
sewer bill may be required. 

The parties have also agreed that Respondent could reserve its right to collect $14,252.65 in 
the event that the Petitioner defaults making the settlement payment or tampers with the meter 
after the date of the Settlement Agreement. As part of the Agreement, Petitioner will voluntarily 
dismiss its petition in this matter. 

After review of the Initial Decision and the Settlement Agreement of the parties, the Board 
HEREBY FINLJS that the parties have voluntarily agreed to the Agreement as evidenced by 
their signatures and that by the terms of the Settlement Agreement have fully resolved all 
outstanding contested issues in this matter. 

Accordingly, the Board HEREBY ADOPTS the Initial Decision and Settlement Agreement 
executed by the parties in their entirety as if set forth at length herein .. 

This order shall be effective on August 1, 2015. 

DATED: 

A TTES~c11M AS 

SECRETARY 

\r RICHARD S. MRO 
· PRESIDENT 

DIANNE SOLOMON 
COMMISSIONER 

BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 
BY: 

I HEREBY CER11FY that the within 
ctoc:.Ment Is a tJUe copy of the original ........ &:LA;'""'"'" 
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• State of New Jersey 
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW 

INITIAL DECISION 

SETTLEMENT 
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OAL DKT. NO. PUC 05138-14 

AGENCY DKT. NO. WC14010059U 

HERNANDEZ REAL TV P/A 6001 POLK 

STREET, WEST NY, NJ, 

Petitioner, 

v. 
UNITED WATER NEW JERSEY, 

Respondent. 

Mario M. Blanch, Esq. on behalf of petitioner 

John P. Wallace, Esq on behalf of respondent (United Wi:iler New Jersey) 

Record Closed: June 12, 2015 Decided: June 15, 2015 

BEFORE KIMBERLY A. MOSS, ALJ: 

This matter was transmitt~d to the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) for hearing 

as a contested case pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:148-1 to-15 and N.J.S.A. 52:14F 1 to- 13. A 

telephone prehearing was conducted during which time the hearing date was scheduled. 

Several hearings and telephone conferences were scheduled. the last being March 23, 

2015. During the March 23, 2015 conference the parties resolved all issues in dispute. 

On June 12, 2015 respondent'& counsel submittArf a Stipulation of Settlement. which is 

attached hereto for reference. 

Nfir Ju~J' rs all £q110l OppOrtunity £111p!ayer 
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OAL DKT. NO PUC 05138-14 

I have reviewed the record and terms of the Stipulation of Settlement and FIND: 

1. The parties have voluntarily agreed to the settlement as evidenced by the 

signatures of the parties or their representatives. 

2. The settlement fully disposes of all issues in controversy and Is consistent 

with law. 

I CONCLUDE that the agreement meets the requirements of N.J.A.C. 1:1-19.1 

and therefore, it is ORDERED that the parties comply with the settlement terms and that 

these proceedings be and are hereby concluded. 

I hereby FILE rny initial decision with the BOARD OF PUtjLIC UTILITIES for 

consideration. 

This recommended decision may be adopted, modmed or rejected by the 

BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES, which by law is authortzed to make a finsl decision in 

this matter. If the Board of Public Utilities does not adopt, modify or reject this decision 

within forty~five (45) days and unless such time limit Is otherwise extended, this 

recommAnriP.d decision shall become a final decision in accordance with N.J.S.A 

52:148-10. 

DATE 

Date Received at Agency: 

Date Mailed to Parties: 

ljb 

2 
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SETTLEME~TAGREEMENT lUIS JUN I 2 P I: 0 5 
I . ..,,._ ·• • .. 

' • • t I · ~ . -·· \ , 

WHEREAS HERNANDEZ REALTY & 6001 POLK STREET LLb(herebmfter~ · ... :: L,..,,; 
"Customer") and UNITED WATER NEW JERSEY, (hereinafter "UWNJ") have agreed to a 

resohrtion of a dispute with respect to unbilled and unpaid c.harges for water consumptiou at 

premises at 6001 Polk Street., We.'lt New York. New J~rsey, it Is hereby agreed by said parties cu; 

follows: 

1. Customer agrees to pay the total settlement stnn of$9.976.94 to UWNJ for the 

unbilled llnd unptrld water con.sun1 {Jtion provu.led £0 tlte property at 600 l Potk ::ltreet, West New 

York, New Jersey, in fuH and finaJ satisfaction. of the disputed biU issued by UWNJ to 

(..'us to mer 1 dated November 13, 2013, copy of which is attached hereto as •'EXHIBIT A". 

2. This settlement agreement supersedes the disputed bills, and constitutes a 11ew 

service charge for the \L~age of water that shall be paid as and due within ten (1 0) days of the date 

of this Settlement Agreement. Said parties agree that Customer is free to share the content of 

this settlement agreement with NORTH HUDSON SEWER AUTHORITY (hereinafter 

"NHSN') in the event that a sewer bill re.sults from the unbilled watet consumption that is the 

subject of this settlement agreement Said parties acknowledge that NHSA is separate from and 

unafftliated\vitb UWNJ and UWNJ has no input or control with respect 1o NHSA, its 

management or operations. 

3. U\VNJ reserves the right to collect $14.25? .6:S tn the' event that Customer defnult1 

in making the settlement payment due per the settlement agreement or tampers with the meter 

after the date of this Agreement. 

4. Customer o.grccB to file:: voluutw.y dismissals of its complaints against UWNJ filed 
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and/or pending in: (i) the Office of Administrative Law under nockef Number WC14010059-U, 

and (ii) the Superior Court of New Jersey, Bergen County under Docket Number L-868-15 

within 7 days of the date hereof. 

5. This Settlement Agreorncnt .is uot aut!ckoowledgmenr of wrongdoing by either 

party. 

DATED: March , 2015 

March , 2015 

_;oo 1 POLK STREET L)J:___ 
& HERNANDEZ REALTY '\ 
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JoHN P. w ALU.CE 
COUNSELLOR AT LAW 

MtMaU NJ. i\~0 N. '{ .1.\t\R 

Honorable Kimberly Moss 
Office of Administrative Law 
33 Washington t;treet 
Newark. NJ 07102 
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Jtme 10.101:'.5'- ·- • ,. . . i.T.,.;·.i 

Re: Heman.dez Realty P/ A 6001 Polk Street. West New York, New Jersey 
vs. United Water New Jersey 
Rilline ni~putt:>. 
DocketNo. WC14010059U 

5704 Hudson Realty) LLC vs. United Water New Jersey 
Billing Dispute 
Docket No. WC12121170U 

Dear Judge Moss: 

As directed by your assistant, .Ms. Bryant, I am enclosing original Settlement Agreement 
pP....rtaining to the above matters. 

JPW:pj 
Enclosures 

Respectfully your~-

cc: Mari.o Blanch, Esq. (w/o\lt encloS'Ul'~) 

l 
I 



State of New Jersey 
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THERE ARE 'ti _PAGES TO FOLLOW. IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE ALL OF 
THE PAGES, P ASE CALJ, THE SENDER Al' nm Tl£LEPBONE ·NUMBER 
LISTED ABOVE. TIIANK YOU. 


