Excellence in Public Safety
Richard E. Constable, III, Commissioner
William Kramer Jr., Acting Director
Spring 2015

New Jersey Department of Community Affairs
New Jersey Division of Fire Safety
Volume 11, Issue 1

“We are extremely gratified to work again with
our major sponsors and partner firefighters by
getting these potentially life saving devices to the
more vulnerable members of the community
throughout the state. A working smoke or CO
alarm can warn in advance of a life threatening
event and can help protect those among us who
are most at risk,” said William Kramer, Jr. Acting
Director and New Jersey State Fire Marshal.
(more)

Hotel Pierre New York City

IN THIS POSTING...
FIREFIGHTER FATALITY STUDY
THE GUIDE FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION

The New Jersey Division of Fire Safety, Office of
the State Fire Marshal joins with the major
sponsors of the 2015 ABC 7 Operation-Save-A-Life
campaign, overseeing distribution of smoke
alarms at no charge to at-risk households through
local fire departments throughout the northern
part of the state.

EDGEWATER FIRE: TALE OF TWO CITIES?
LEARN ABOUT THE BLUE CAMPAIGN
“HUNTER “ OUR NJDFS ARSON CANINE
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

A similar program hosted by ABC 6 Philadelphia
and the local Home Depot sees to the distribution
for many communities in South Jersey.

-click icon below for smoking safety-
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Major Christopher Eckert NJDFS Arson Unit speaks
on behalf of the men and women of the New Jersey Fire Service by expressing a heartfelt gratitude
for the opportunity to serve at-risk populations
through the auspices of the program.
The moment was a tad bittersweet for Major
Eckert owed to his expected retirement this year.
Major Eckert served most of his tenure with the
Division taking over the Arson Unit and
introducing canines to the fight waged against the
human and property loss to fire in New Jersey. We
take this opportunity to salute your record of
service, and wish you a well deserved respite from
your career long dedication to the noble causes of
justice and fire safety.
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New Jersey Division of Fire Safety uniformed personnel attend the WABC7 Operation Save-A-Life Kick Off Breakfast .

The Division has been a consistent partner in the smoke alarm giveaway program since 1999. Joined
by departmental representatives from the NJ-NY area are left to right: Charles Lavin New Jersey
Operation Save A Life Coordinator, Bruce Tynan NJDFS UASI Coordinator, Tim Weiss Northwest
Region Coordinator, Lou Kilmer, NJDFS Chief of Inspections, Major Eckert, Jim McFadden NJDFS ROIC
Coordinator and Major Rick Farletta, NJDFS Preparedness Unit Supervisor.
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NJDFS-KEAN SPRING 2015 COURSES OFFER
TO YOU WHAT YOU NEED TO SUCCEED

The NJDFS-Kean University Spring course catalogue is now
online and available. The Atlantic County Fire Training Center is
one of many of the county training sites that host fire service
specific courses put on by NJDFS and Kean University.
A trained fire force is an effective one.
Click the course catalogue above to view all the courses
Register for training today!
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US FIRE ADMINISTRATION DETAILS 2013
FIREFGHTER DEATHS NATIONWIDE
Barry Stires,
New Jersey Division of Fire Safety
Jeffrey Scheuerer,
New Jersey Forest Fire Service
Robert Winemiller
Spring Lake Fire Department
Kevin Perrone
Lanoka Harbor Fire Department
David Lidke
Hightstown Engine Company #1
The year was an especially tragic one for
firefighters nationwide and in New Jersey.
The latest available report from the US Fire
Administration attempts to identify the
circumstances surrounding the losses, in
hope to find reasons and recourse to
reducing the sad toll taken on both career
and volunteer firefighters.
THE FULL REPORT
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CDC-USFA TOOLKIT PROVIDES THE BLUEPRINT
FOR LOCAL FIRE SAFETY EDUCATION EFFORT
Local career and volunteer fire departments
now have a blueprint to follow for their public
safety education efforts:. The “Fire Safety Program
TOOLKIT: A Comprehensive Resource For Fire Safety
Educators” is a guide that can be downloaded by

clicking the above link.
Public fire safety education does not get the level
of national priority afforded other public safety
campaigns. With this in mind, the responsibility
shifts to the ability of individual firefighters to
advance the cause.
Thankfully, the most credible authority on the
ravages of fire are the ones who consistently risk
their lives to battle it. It’s said that a firefighter
walks into any room at 100 percent when it
comes to the public regard of the profession.
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COUNTERFEIT SPRINKLERS PROMPTS UL
ISSUED WARNING TO FIRE INSPECTORS

1.
2.
3.
4.

“TYCO” AND “UL” marked on the side of the wrench flat.
cULus in a circle marked on the side of the frame. “”68C” and “SSP on the deflector without the TY #
Deflector material zinc plated steel (magnetic)
5mm glass bulb no markings

1.
2.
3.
4.

“TYCO” marked on one wrench flat, date code on the other wrench flat.
cULus in a circle, “155°F/68°C” “SP” and “TY3251 marked on the deflector.
Deflector material brass with chrome or painted white (non-magnetic).
5mm Geissler glass bulb- “G” between two triangles on one side and lot # on opposite side.
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CDC COMPLETES LONG TERM STUDY OF
CANCER INCIDENCES IN FIREFIGHTERS

The Center for Disease Control has just
released a long-term study of career
firefighters in Chicago and Philadelphia,
which according to the study show
evidence of a “casual relationship”
between exposure and incidences of
certain types of cancers. It is by no
means definitive and the authors note
that more studies are warranted.
Please follow the link below to read the
full report.

CDC Firefighter Cancer Study
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NEW JERSEY WEEKEND 2015 AT THE
NATIONAL FIRE ACADEMY: BE THERE!
New Jersey Weekend at the National
Fire Academy is an excellent venue to
join with fellow firefighters from
across the state. Though the state
possesses perhaps the most diversified
array of firefighting efforts, career,
volunteer, combo, urban, suburban,
rural and wildland the certainty is
that there is a commonality of
experiences and purpose.
Take advantage of the opportunity by
registering today. In addition to the
fellowship on campus it is in close
proximity to the National Military
Park at Gettysburg and the annual
reenactment this year on July 4th.
Registration Deadline: April 29, 2015.

The Log Cabin
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EDGEWATER FIRE MAY HAVE CONSEQUENCES
ON THE FLOOR OF THE NJ ASSEMBLY

"I rise today to extend my sympathies to the families and recognize and honor the brave
men and women of the Edgewater Volunteer Fire Department who responded to this
devastating blaze as well as over 500 first responders from 35 municipalities who came
to Edgewater, rescued victims and battled flames that blazed for seven hours."
Representative Bill Pascrell on the floor of the US House of Representatives.

PHOTOS BRUCE TYNAN
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FIRE SAFETY COMMISSION CHAIR CALLS
EDGEWATER FIRE ‘CATALYST FOR CHANGE’
As the Chairman of the New Jersey Fire Safety Commission and
someone who has served on the Commission since 1996, I
have learned how hard a major fire can be on the residents
who are displaced and whose possessions are destroyed. I
have also learned how hard it can be on a municipality, its first
responders and citizens.
The 1984 Great Adventure Haunted House Fire that claimed
eight lives was one of these major fires. It resulted in New
Jersey requiring a fire sprinkler system in any dark attraction.
The 2000 Seton Hall dormitory fire killed three and injured 58.
That tragedy resulted in New Jersey retrofitting all school
residence halls with fire sprinklers.
The reactions to these events were swift and decisive. New
Jersey legislators, working with fire safety professionals,
identified what had to be done and worked alongside each
other in order to make this state a better, safer place to live.
Today, I fear we are no longer identifying glaring deficiencies in
fire safety and responding. Ultimately, we are putting our
citizens at great risk.
In the past 16 months New Jersey has suffered no less than
five major fire events that have received national attention.
The Seaside Boardwalk fire humbled us with how quickly a fire
could spread in certain conditions, and yet the Boardwalk is
being rebuilt with limited fire safety improvements.
An 11-alarm fire at South Jersey’s Dietz and Watson factory in
which solar panels impeded firefighters’ ability to contain the
blaze exposed another serious fire safety flaw left
unaddressed. Given our state is a national leader in solar
energy, this is a massive problem.
The Point Pleasant Beach Mariners Cove Motel fire, which
killed four people less than a year ago, should have opened our
eyes. Antiquated structures such as these were grandfathered,
exempting them from sprinkler systems requirements. Surely
after such a tragic outcome New Jersey should have done
something to ensure that people staying in such buildings were
better protected.
The James Monroe Elementary School in Edison burned to the
ground. Today, the superintendent of Edison schools continues
to struggle to get the insurance company to pay for a fire
sprinkler system in the new school. Why? It is not required by
New Jersey’s fire safety code.
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As the nation watched The Avalon Apartment Complex in
Edgewater burn, we saw what our firefighters have been
telling us for years. Lightweight construction materials
that are commonly used in new construction may be
economical, but when fire is introduced it goes up like
kindling wood. The images of the fire raging and the
building collapsing in on itself are haunting. What’s more
haunting is to think what could have happened if
everyone wasn’t able to escape.
Thankfully only minor injuries were reported in
Edgewater. The structure’s fire sprinkler system was
designed for life safety allowing occupants the time they
needed to escape. Thanks to the sprinklers and first
responders, they did.
Structures with similar construction are being built to
house New Jersey families every day, except with one
major difference. In New Jersey, one and two family
homes are not required to have a residential fire sprinkler
system. Given what we saw in Edgewater, we need to
respond to this glaring deficiency swiftly and decisively.
Last legislative session, the New Jersey Assembly and
Senate passed the New Home Fire Safety Act which would
require fire sprinkler systems in new one and two-family
homes. Governor Christie refused to sign the bill, and the
session ended without this important life safety measure
being enacted into law. This session, I reintroduced the
same bill (A1698), which has, again, passed in the
Assembly and currently awaits a final vote in the Senate.
We all need to educate ourselves about fire safety,
including the dangers of lightweight construction and the
benefits of residential fire sprinkler systems. And if you
agree with me and support the New Home Fire Safety Act,
contact your elected officials. This time, let the Edgewater
fire be a catalyst for change and let’s not wait for another
tragedy ere lives may be lost.

Honorable John Wiseniewski
Assemblyman 19th District
Chairman New Jersey Fire Safety Commission

COUNTERFEIT
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USFA RESIDENTIAL FIRES DATA REVEAL
RESIDENTIAL FIRES AS NUMBER ONE KILLER
The US Fire Administration
publishes timely updates on
fire fatalities nationwide.
The most recent study, 2010
through 2012, shows the
trend NJDFS gathered in
2013 showing 60 New Jersey
residents lost their lives in a
home fire that year.
Further, by far the most
common cause of residential
fire continues to be cooking.
Not all of those reported
fires result in fatalities, but
of those that do, residential
dwellings are where they
occur.
THE FULL REPORT

*Fire in New Jersey 2013” Report
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING PROBLEM NOW
WARRANTS FIRST RESPONDER ATTENTION

National Freedom Day February 1 each year is the culmination of a month long national conversation
about human trafficking, exemplified by Governor Christie is his call for awareness of it before last
year’s New Jersey hosted Super Bowl.
The Department of Homeland Security Blue Campaign is designed to identify victims of possible human
trafficking. The DHS sees first responders and firefighters as natural allies in fight the since the nature
of their task may bring them into direct contact with victims of this heinous crime. Each year millions
worldwide are forced into involuntary servitude for commercial gain. Sadly many of the victims are
children. It is imperative that public safety personnel are aware of how to recognize possible victims.
The DHS produces a comprehensive guide to assist public safety professionals in doing just that.

<Click the graphic for access.>
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IN THE FUTURE FIREFIGHTING MAY HAVE
MORE TO DO WITH SAFFiR THAN S.A.F.E.R
Scientists unveiled a firefighting robot prototype
Feb. 4 at the Naval Future Force Science &
Technology EXPO, revealing details about its
successful demonstrations last fall aboard the USS
Shadwell, a decommissioned Navy vessel.
The Shipboard Autonomous Firefighting Robot
(SAFFiR), sponsored by the Office of Naval
Research (ONR), walked across uneven floors, used
thermal imaging to identify overheated equipment,
and used a hose to extinguish a small fire in a series
of
experiments
Nov.
3-5,
2014.
Video: Watch SAFFiR in action
Developed by researchers at Virginia Tech, the twolegged, or bipedal, humanoid
robot is helping ONR evaluate the US Navy
applications
of
unmanned
systems in damage control and
inspections aboard naval vessels,
supporting the autonomy and
unmanned systems focus area in
the
Navy’s
Science
and
Technology Strategy.
“We set out to build and demonstrate a humanoid
capable of mobility aboard a ship, manipulating
doors and fire hoses, and equipped with sensors to
see and navigate through smoke,” said Dr. Thomas
McKenna, ONR program manager for human-robot
interaction and cognitive neuroscience. “The longterm goal is to keep Sailors from the danger of
direct exposure to fire.”
SAFFiR stands 5 feet 10 inches and weighs 143
pounds. The unique mechanism design on the robot
equips it with super-human range of motion to
maneuver in complex spaces.
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“Balancing on any type of terrain that’s unstable
– especially for bipedal robots – is very difficult,”
said Brian Lattimer, associate professor for
mechanical engineering at Virginia Tech. “Wholebody momentum control allows for the robot to
optimize the locations of all of its joints so that it
maintains its center of mass on uncertain and
unstable surfaces.”
Sensors, including infrared stereovision and a
rotating laser for light detection and ranging
(LIDAR), enable the humanoid to see through
dense smoke. It is programmed to take measured
steps and handle hoses on his own, but for now,
takes his instruction from researchers at
computer console.
“The robot has the ability to do
autonomous tasks, but we
have a human in the loop to
allow an operator to intervene
in any type of task that the
robot’s doing,” Lattimer said.
McKenna plans to sponsor a
more advanced design as part
of the long-term investigational research
program. Blueprints include equipping the robot
with enhanced intelligence, communications
capabilities, speed, computing power and battery
life for extended applications.
“For instance, a bipedal robot could be
configured to take shipboard measurements,
scan for corrosion and leaks, and identify changes
to the shape of the room from its original
configuration. Even with added intelligence,
however, SAFFiR will take its instruction from
Sailors and “fire bosses” working remotely in the
event of a fire or other dangerous event.

FIRE FOCUS:THE
FOCUS THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF FIRE SAFETY

COLLEGE AND WILDFIRE OPPORTUNITIES TO
RAISE COMMUNITY FIRE SAFETY AWARENESS
There are few things that help you reach college
bound high school seniors about their personal fire
safety away from home than “After the Fire.” This
riveting story may well be the best movie ever
done on the subject. 2015 is the 15th anniversary
of the Seton Hall fire.
Local fire departments and LEAs can be assured
that there will be no distractions or disruptions
during the presentation. Depending on their
availability, Shawn Simon and Alvano Llamos may
be able to speak about the film. Click the adjacent
graphic to contact Shawn and Al directly.

New Jersey State Wildfire season begins in
April and communities abutting both
woodland and urban grassland areas are
vulnerable during any dry, windy day.
A great way to raise community awareness
is through activities related to Wildfire
Community Preparedness Day.

Get your community involved in the reality
of wildfire and
urban grassland fire in New Jersey
2015 FAC FIELD GUIDE

Click the flyer and see how your fire
department or LEA may qualify for a funding
grant.
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Pascrell to Lead Congressional
Fire Services Caucus but
Lacks Membership
New Jersey Congressman Bill Pascrell, Jr. (NJ-9) has
been selected as the chair of the Congressional Fire
Services Caucus for the 114th Congress.
First elected to Congress in 1996, Congressman
Pascrell has been a tireless advocate for the nation's
fire and emergency services.
Throughout his career in Congress,
he has sponsored numerous bills
to address the needs of the fire
service, and is recognized as one
of the principal authors of the
legislation that established the
Assistance to Firefighters (FIRE)
and Staffing for Adequate Fire and
Emergency Response (SAFER)
grant programs. In 2001 and 2005,
Congressman Pascrell was a
selected as a co-recipient of the
CFSI Legislator of the Year Award
for his leadership and support of
the nation's fire and emergency
services.

“I will also continue to fight and ensure the FIRE
and SAFER grant programs are fully funded to not
only protect the lives of our first responders, but
also the precious lives in our communities."
Heading into the 2014 mid-term elections, there
were 257 members of the Congressional Fire
Services Caucus. 22 caucus members retired, 18
were defeated in the election, two
members had unsuccessful bids
for governor of their respective
states,
and
one
member
resigned.
At the start of the 114th
Congress, there are 214 members
of the Congressional Fire Services
Caucus. While the Fire Caucus still
remains one of the largest
caucuses in Congress, this is one of
the lowest memberships level
since the caucus was first formed.

"It's an honor to be selected by my colleagues to
serve as chairman of one of the most important
caucuses in Congress," said Congressman Pascrell,
an original member of the House Homeland
Security Committee. "I look forward to working with
my colleagues in a bipartisan manner to ensure our
brave first responders are adequately prepared to
protect our communities while recognizing them for
their bravery and sacrifice.”
17

Recognizing a robust and active
caucus is necessary for the fire
service's success on Capitol Hill, CFSI will be
vigorously working with the Fire Caucus
leadership to recruit new members. Every
firefighter is encouraged to personally reach out
to their members on Congress to ask them to join
the Congressional Fire Services Caucus.
(From CSFI)
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Pending National Legislation with
New Jersey Fire Service Impact
The 114th Congress has convened. Twelve new
Senators and 52 new House members have joined
Congress. Lawmakers wasted no time getting to
work.

government to fund operations in lieu of a formal
budget.
The 113th Congress adjourned without passing a
appropriations bill for the department due to
Congressional leaders opposition to the White
House's immigration policies.

The House Appropriations Committee has released
H.R. 240, the Fiscal Year 2015 Homeland Security
Appropriations bill. The bill provides $39.7 billion
for the Department of Homeland Security, and
increase of $400 million over the previous fiscal
year.

The House is expected to start consideration of the
bill soon.
Congressman Lou Barletta (PA-11) introduced H.R.
33, the Protecting Volunteer Firefighters and
Emergency Responders Act. The legislation ensures
that volunteer fire departments will not be
required to provide health insurance to their
members
under
the
employer
shared
responsibility provisions ("employer mandate") of
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA).

Included in the spending bill is funding for a
number of programs of importance for the nation's
fire and emergency services.
The Assistance to Firefighters (FIRE) and Staffing
for Adequate Fire and Emergency Response
(SAFER) grant programs are funded at $340 million
each. This is the same amount as in Fiscal Year
2014. The White House had initially requested
$670 million to be split evenly between the two
programs, a decrease of $10 million.

The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) is scheduled to
release regulations that includes language stating
that fire departments and municipal governments
will not need to include volunteers when
calculating the number of full-time employees (or
full-time equivalents) for the
purposes of
PPACA. H.R. 33 codifies the regulations.

The bill also includes $44 million for the United
States Fire Administration (USFA) and $35.18
million for the Urban Search and Rescue System,
the same amounts as in Fiscal Year 2014. The
White House had requested $41.407 million for
USFA and $27.513 million for the Urban Search and
Rescue System.

The House of Representatives has unanimously
approved the legislation. It will now be sent to the
Senate for consideration.

The Department of Homeland Security is currently
operating under a continuing resolution until the
end of February. A continuing resolution allows the

(From CSFI)
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NEW JERSEY FIRE SERVICE
LEGISLATIVE TRACKING
2014-2015
(1) Introduced (2) Moving (3) To the Governor

ASSEMBLY

A391 (1)
Impact statement affecting
volunteer fire company
(Bucco R-25)
A499 (2)
Fire District property tax
Exemption
(Referred to State& Local)
(Schlepisi D-39)
A507 (1)
Charitable Fee Exemption for Fire
Company
(Peterson R-23)
A511 (2)
Change District Election Date
Referred to Assembly Judiciary
(Peterson R-23)
A942 (2)
“Assistance to Firefighter
Families Act”
(Referred to Labor)
(Wiseniewski D-19)
nA1039 (2)
Fire Department Drones
(Reported out with
Amendments )
(Prieto)

AA1128 (2)
Increase Arbitration Time
(Referred to Labor)
(O’Scanlon)
A 1224 (2)
Fire District consolidation
(Referred to S&LG )
(McGuckin)
A1250 (2)
Fire Official Tenure
(Referred to HS&SP)
(Prieto)
A1408 (2)
Fire Company Utility Credit
(Referred to Telecom )
(Chivukula)
A1537 (2)
Exempt Certificate Duty Limit
(Reported out of HS&SP)
(Rible)
A1689 (2)
PERS to PFRS for
certain Firefighters
(Referred to S&LG )
(Wiseniewski)
A1698 (3)
Residential Sprinkler Bill
(To Senate Urban Affairs)
(Wiseniewski)
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A1976 (2)
Report On Campus Fires to
University Board of Directors
(Referred to H.E.)
(Riley)
A1987 (1)
Sample Ballots for
Fire District Elections
(Riley D-3)
A2147 (2)
FD Drone Restrictions
(Referred to HS&SP )
(Casagrande)
A2319 (2)
Fair share of tax appeal refunds
from Fire Departments
Referred to S&LG )
(Bucco)
A2689 (2)
State Police surplus vehicles
to Fire Departments
(Referred to S&LG )
(De Angelo)
A2746 (2)
Upholstered Furniture Fire Safety
Regulations via DFS
(Referred to CA )
(McKeon)
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NEW JERSEY FIRE SERVICE
LEGISLATIVE TRACKING
2014-2015
(1) Introduced (2) Moving (3) To the Governor

A2779 (2)
Maximize Contribution to Fire
Company Biennially by Towns
(Reported out )
(Andrejczak D-1)
A2945 (2)
Permanent FD Arbitration Cap
(Referred to Labor )
(Rodriguez)
A2947 (2)
November Fire District Elections
(Referred to Judiciary )
(Dancer R-12)

A3307(1)
12K Sq. School Fire Suppression
(McGuiken)
A4073(1)
Korman’s and Parks Law
(Schaer)
ACR99 (2)
$ 200 Property Tax Credit
for Volunteers
(Referred to Homeland Security)
(Singleton)

SENATE
A2996 (3)
Require Fire Hydrant
Snow Removal
(Received in the Senate)
(Lagana D-38)
A3048 (2)
Municipal Fire Safety Purposes
(Referred to S&LG)
(Brown)
A3067 (2)
Fire Salary Arbitration Cap
-Substituted by S1869(Preito)
A3299 (1)
Database of all Hotels-Motels
(MuGuiken)

S106 ((2)
Certify Municipal Building
Meets Fire Code
(Referred to Senate)
(Bucco)
S458 (2)
Fire-EMS Crisis Hotline
(Law & Public Safety)
(Madden)
S485 (2)
Report On Campus Fires to
University Board of Directors
(Referred Higher Ed.)
(Cunningham)
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S812 (2)
Change Fire District
Election Date
(Referred to SGW T&HP)
(Beach)
S830 (2)
Companion A942
S851 (2)
Solar Panel Building Emblem
(Referred to L&PS)
(Norcross)
S1023 (2)
Fire District Consolidation
(Referred to SC&UA)
(Bucco)
S1036(1)
Companion A2835
S1092 (2)
Companion A1537
(Passed by the Senate)
(Rible)
S1102 (2)
Seat for Fire Service on
Domestic Security Group
(Referred to L&PS)
(Bucco)
S1221 (2)
“Group Home Fire Safety Act”
(Referred to HHS&SC)
(Vitale)
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NEW JERSEY FIRE SERVICE
LEGISLATIVE TRACKING
2014-2015
(1) Introduced (2) Moving (3) To the Governor

S1288 (2)
Charitable Fee Exemption
(Referred to L&PS)
(Doherty)
S1480 (2)
Maximizes Municipal
Contribution to Fire Safety
(Reported out of SC&UA)
(Van Drew)

S2094 (2)
Fire suppression in all primary
and secondary schools
(Referred to Education)
(Hozaphel)

S2130(1)
Move Fire District Elections to
November
(Referred to G.W.T & HT )
(Turner)

S2117(1)
Emergency Fire Systems In
Certain Situations
(Greenstein)

S2316(2)
Residential Sprinkler Bill
(Referred to Urban Affairs)
(Whelan)

CLICK GRAPHIC TO REGISTER
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FireFighter James Woods
Jersey City Fire Department

Rest now my fallen brother
Lay soft your suffering back
Rest well and forever
Your memory shall not lack
Rest your tired hands
Wipe clean your weary brow
Rest with St. Florian
Your spirit now endowed
Rest here your breaking heart
We know you gave your all
Rest easy, you’ve done your part
You’ve answered your last call
Rest knowing that in god we sought
Oh lord, watch over another who just fell
Rest assured your troubled thought
As we ring the final bell
bell..
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ARSON-K9 UNIT
CHRISTOPHER ECKERT
Stephen Letts

SUPERVISOR
K-9 Investigator/North

Rod Meyer

K-9 Investigator/South

steve.letts@dca.nj.gov
rod.meyer@dca.nj.gov

Jason Spiecker

Investigator/South
jason.speiker@dca.nj.gov
K-9 Investigator/North
jeff.silver@dca.nj.gov

Jeff Silver

CONTRACTOR CERTIFICATION UNIT
Chris Michallis
Senior Investigator CC&E Unit
chris.michalis@dca.nj.gov
Kim Lake
Technical Assistant

William Kramer, Jr.
Acting Director
Acting State Fire Marshal

kim.lake@dca.nj.gov

william.kramer@dca.nj.gov
Acting Director/State Fire Marshal
Inspections
Legislative Affairs
Registration

609-633-6106
609-633-6132
609-984-1947
609-633-6144

BUREAU OF FIRE DEPARTMENT SERVICES
Patricia Persico
Technical Assistant
patricia.persico@dca.nj.gov
DIVISION FISCAL UNIT
AIDA JONES

SUPERVISOR
aida.jones@dca.nj.gov

REGULATORY OFFICER
ANDREW J. KONDOR, ESQ.

609-984-0039

andrew.kondor@dca.nj.gov

FIRE INCIDENT REPORTING SYSTEM UNIT
HEATHER PUSKAR

SUPERVISOR
heather.puskar@dca.nj.gov

ARSON UNIT

609-633-8161

CONTRACTOR CERTIFICATION UNIT

609-984-7860

FIRE DEPARTMENT
PREPAREDNESS UNIT

609-292-4109

NFIRS UNIT

609-984-3476

PUBLIC EDUCATION UNIT

609-633-9722

SMOKE ALARMS

609-633-6432

TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION UNIT

609-777-3552

Steve Hearn

NFIRS Representative
steve.hearn@dca.nj.gov

COMMUNITY RISK REDUCTION UNIT
CHARLES LAVIN

Jerry Clark

NJDFS TELEPHONE HOTLINES

SUPERVISOR
Smoke/CO Alarm Distribution
Juvenile Firesetter Program
NJDFS/NJFPPA Poster Contest
NJDFS F.I.R.E. Bowl
charles.lavin@dca.nj.gov

Coordinator
FD/LEA Community Risk Reduction
NJDFS Fire Focus Quarterly
NJDFS State Fire Marshal Message
jerry.clark@dca.nj.gov

NEW JERSEY FIRE SAFETY COMMISSION

VOLUNTEER RECRUITMENT
1-800-FIRELINE

Charles Lavin

JUVENILE FIRESETTER
1-800-357-5230
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BUREAU OF FIRE CODE ENFORCEMENT

FIRE DEPARTMENT PREPAREDNESS UNIT

Lou Kilmer
lou.kilmer@dca.nj.gov

RIOC-SEOC
James McFadden
james.mcfadden@dca.nj.gov

Bureau Chief
609-633-6131

Glenn Symth
Supervisor Code Inspections
glenn.smyth@dca.nj.gov
609-633-6103

UASI Region
Bruce Tynan
bruce.tynan@dca.nj.gov

Peter Damore
Supervisor Code Inspections
pete.damore@dca.nj.gov
609-633-2604
[COUNTY CODE: 02-07-09-10-11-12-13-14-16-18-19-20]

(cell) 609-947-7468
Planner

(cell) 609-475-5325
Regional Fire Coordinator

Charles Wian
charles.wian@dca.nj.gov

(NW) Principal Inspector
609-633-6132

LOCAL ASSISTANCE UNIT
Frank Clark
frank.clark@dca.nj.gov
[County Codes 01-05 ]

James Mudd
james.mudd@dca.nj.gov

(NE) Principal Inspector
609-292-6168

Paul Elenio
(NE) Field Representative
paul.elenio@dca.nj.gov
609-633-6432
[Codes 02-07-09-12-14-16-20]

Unit Leader
609-633-6738

Robert Lennox, III
(NW) Field Representative
robert.lenox@dca.nj.gov
609-292-1353
[Codes 10-11-13-18-21-19]

[COUNTY CODE: 01-03-04-05-06-08-11-15-17]
Stephen Speicher
(SE) Principal Inspector
steve.speicher@dca.nj.gov
609-633-6717

George Beckett
george.beckett@dca.nj.gov
[Codes 03-04-06-08-15-17]
[[01-05 Monitor only]

Robert Kozlowski
(SW) Principal Inspector
robert.kozlowski@dca.nj.gov
609-984-1478

(S) Representative
609-826-5551

OFFICE OF TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION
FIRE DEPARTMENT PREPAREDNESS UNIT
RICK FARLETTA
richard.farletta@dca.nj.gov

Main Number

SUPERVISOR
(cell) 609-947-7529

Shore Region
(cell) 609-475-5328
Craig Augustoni
Regional Fire Coordinator
craig.augustoni@dca.nj.gov
Delaware River Region
(cell) 609-475-5327
Mike Gallagher
Regional Fire Coordinator
mike.gallagher@dca.nj.gov
Northern Region
(cell) 609-475-5330
David Hughes
Regional Fire Coordinator
david.hughes@dca.nj.gov

KENT NEISWENDER
kent.neiswender@dca.nj.gov

SUPERVISOR
609-341-3473

Gregory Kirkham
greg.kirkham@dca.nj.gov

609-633-6424

Teresa Lockhart
teresa.lockhart@dca.nj.gov

609-633-6731

Marge Jones
marge.jones@dca.nj.gov

609-777-1461

PUBLICATIONS
Marylain Kemp
marylain.kemp@dca.nj.gov

Northwest Region
(cell) 609-947-7526
Timothy Weiss
Regional Fire Coordinator
timothy.weiss@dca.nj.gov
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~Notice and Disclaimer~

In addition, a link to another site not affiliated with The New
Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Division of Fire
Safety—Office of the State Fire Marshal site does not imply
that the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs,
Division of Fire Safety— Office of the State Fire Marshal
endorses the site or the products or services referenced in
such third-party site.

Fire Focus Quarterly posted exclusively four times yearly on
the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Division
of Fire Safety – Office of the State Fire Marshal website
(www.state.nj.us/dca/divisions/dfs/ ) is the official electronic
newsletter of the New Jersey Department of Community
Affairs, Division of Fire Safety— Office of the State Fire
Marshal posted quarterly for the benefit of the New Jersey
Fire
Service
and
general
public.

Fire Focus Quarterly gladly accepts editorial contributions
meeting its internal electronic publication standards from
members and affiliates of the New Jersey Fire Service and the
general public exclusively via email and email attachment
only.

Any rights not expressly granted herein are reserved.
Reproduction, transfer, distribution or storage of part or all
of the contents in any form without the prior written
permission of The New Jersey Department of Community
Affairs, Division of Fire Safety— Office of the State Fire
Marshal is prohibited. The use of this electronic newsletter
and the content therein is permitted for private,
noncommercial use. The use of press releases and other
documents classified as public is permitted in public
communications
with
proper
source
attribution.

Please send material c/o Jerry Clark, Content Producer,
Public Information Assistant, New Jersey Division of Fire
Safety, Community Risk Reduction Unit to:

fireprevention@state.nj.us
~Fair Use Statement~

For easy accessibility, The New Jersey Department of
Community Affairs, Division of Fire Safety— Office of the
State Fire Marshal may include links to sites on the Internet
that are owned or operated by third parties. By linking to
such third-party sites, you acknowledge and agree that the
New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Division of
Fire Safety— Office of the State Fire Marshal has no control
over the content of that site and cannot assume any
responsibility for material created or published by such third
-party sites.

This edition of NJDFS Fire Focus Quarterly may contain
copyrighted material that was not specifically authorized by
the copyright owner.
NJDFS Fire Focus Quarterly believes this to constitute
“fair use” of copyrighted material as provided for in section
107 of the U.S. Copyright Law.
If you wish to use copyrighted material contained within this
document for your own purposes that go beyond “fair use,”
you must obtain permission from the copyright owner.
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