New Jersey's
Changing Climate

How is the climate changing in New Jersey?

Temperatures are climbing and the sea levels are rising in the Garden State.
Over the past century, the burning of fossil fuels to produce energy has released large amounts of
carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. Carbon dioxide (CO2 ) is one of several greenhouse gases that trap
heat in the atmosphere, causing changing climate patterns. The added carbon dioxide has led New
Jersey to experience increased rainfall, more frequent extreme weather events, rising sea levels and
climbing temperatures.
Increased Rainfall

Changes in New Jersey's Climate

Annual precipitation in New
Jersey has been 8 percent above average
during the last 10 years. 1 The Garden State
has experienced an upward trend of 4.1
inches (9 percent increase) in
precipitation per 100 years.2

Extreme Events
New Jersey is experiencing
increased intensity, frequency and
duration of storm events. Since 1980, the
state has sustained 42 extreme weather
events, with nationwide cumulative
losses exceeding $1 billion.3

Sea Level Rise
Sea level along the New Jersey coast
has risen by more than 16 inches since
1911, double the global average.1 The state
will continue to experience sea level rise,
with projections estimating another 1 to
1.8 feet by 2050.4
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New Jersey’s average annual
temperatures have increased by 3
degrees Fahrenheit since 1900. Nine of
the 10 hottest calendar years on record
1
have occurred since 1990.

