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What is RCRA?What is RCRA?

A.A. Really Complicated Regulatory ActReally Complicated Regulatory Act

B.B. Resource Conservation and Recovery ActResource Conservation and Recovery Act

C.C. Regulatory Consultant Retirement ActRegulatory Consultant Retirement Act

D.D. All of the AboveAll of the Above



What is RCRA?What is RCRA?
The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) was 

passed in 1976 as an amendment to the Solid Waste 
Disposal Act.  Amendments were added to expand the 
program in 1984. The program set three goals:

• To protect human health and the environment.
• To reduce waste and conserve energy and natural 

resources.
• To reduce or eliminate the generation of hazardous 

waste as expeditiously as possible.



What is a What is a ““Hazardous WasteHazardous Waste””??

A.A.Radioactive WasteRadioactive Waste
B.B.Medical WasteMedical Waste
C.C.Wastes which are Flammable, Wastes which are Flammable, 

Corrosive, Reactive or ToxicCorrosive, Reactive or Toxic



Two Types of Hazardous WasteTwo Types of Hazardous Waste
•• CharacteristicCharacteristic

Ignitable: Flash Point <140Ignitable: Flash Point <14000 FahrenheitFahrenheit
Corrosive: pH Corrosive: pH <<2 or 2 or >> 12.512.5
Reactive: Explosive, Water Reactive, Cyanide or Reactive: Explosive, Water Reactive, Cyanide or 

Sulfide bearing wasteSulfide bearing waste
Toxic: Will generate leachate containing heavy Toxic: Will generate leachate containing heavy 

metals, solvents or pesticidesmetals, solvents or pesticides
•• ListedListed

Defined by USEPA as hazardous waste based upon Defined by USEPA as hazardous waste based upon 
process generating waste or according to chemicals process generating waste or according to chemicals 
involved involved 



Generator ClassificationsGenerator Classifications
•• Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity GeneratorConditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator

–– Each month generates less than 220 pounds of hazardous waste andEach month generates less than 220 pounds of hazardous waste and 
less than 2.2 pounds of acute hazardous waste       less than 2.2 pounds of acute hazardous waste       

–– Never stores more than 2,200 pounds of hazardous waste or 2.2 Never stores more than 2,200 pounds of hazardous waste or 2.2 
pounds of acute hazardous waste pounds of acute hazardous waste 

•• Small Quantity GeneratorSmall Quantity Generator
–– In any month generates between 220 and 2,200 pounds of hazardousIn any month generates between 220 and 2,200 pounds of hazardous 

waste and less than 2.2 pounds of acute hazardous waste waste and less than 2.2 pounds of acute hazardous waste 
–– Stores up to 13,200 pounds of hazardous waste and less than 2.2 Stores up to 13,200 pounds of hazardous waste and less than 2.2 

pounds of acute hazardous waste pounds of acute hazardous waste 

•• Large Quantity GeneratorLarge Quantity Generator
–– In any month generates more than 2,200 pounds of hazardous wasteIn any month generates more than 2,200 pounds of hazardous waste or or 

more than 2.2 pounds acute hazardous waste       more than 2.2 pounds acute hazardous waste       
–– Stores more than 13,200 pounds of hazardous waste or more than 2Stores more than 13,200 pounds of hazardous waste or more than 2.2 .2 

pounds of acute hazardous waste pounds of acute hazardous waste 



Acute Hazardous WasteAcute Hazardous Waste
An Acute Hazardous Waste is normally designated by a "P" An Acute Hazardous Waste is normally designated by a "P" 

number as its waste code. Acute hazardous waste is a number as its waste code. Acute hazardous waste is a 
category of hazardous waste that can exerts its toxicity category of hazardous waste that can exerts its toxicity 
with exposure to smaller quantities and in a shorter with exposure to smaller quantities and in a shorter 
period of time than nonperiod of time than non--acute hazardous waste. This acute hazardous waste. This 
category of hazardous waste for the reasons mentioned category of hazardous waste for the reasons mentioned 
has different reporting requirements. Sites that generate has different reporting requirements. Sites that generate 
in any single calendar month, or accumulated at any in any single calendar month, or accumulated at any 
time, 1 kg (2.2 lbs.) of acute hazardous waste are a time, 1 kg (2.2 lbs.) of acute hazardous waste are a 
RCRA LQG and must submit a Biennial Hazardous Waste RCRA LQG and must submit a Biennial Hazardous Waste 
Report to the Department for that reporting year. Report to the Department for that reporting year. 



Storage Time LimitsStorage Time Limits
•• CESQG can store waste indefinitely.  CESQG can store waste indefinitely.  

However once total quantity reaches However once total quantity reaches 
2,200 ponds facility becomes an SQG.2,200 ponds facility becomes an SQG.

•• SQGSQG’’ss can store waste for up to 180 days.can store waste for up to 180 days.
•• LQGLQG’’ss can store waste for up to 90 days.can store waste for up to 90 days.



EPA Identification NumberEPA Identification Number
•• SQGSQG’’ss and and LQGLQG’’ss are required to obtain a are required to obtain a 

USEPA identification number.  In Region II USEPA identification number.  In Region II 
call 212call 212--637637--4106 to obtain number.4106 to obtain number.

•• CESQGCESQG’’ss are not required to obtain a are not required to obtain a 
USEPA identification number.  May want USEPA identification number.  May want 
to get an NJX identification number which to get an NJX identification number which 
can be obtained by calling 609can be obtained by calling 609--292292--7081.7081.



Hazardous Waste ManifestHazardous Waste Manifest

•• SQGSQG’’ss & & LQGLQG’’ss 
required to ship waste required to ship waste 
using hazardous using hazardous 
waste manifest form.waste manifest form.

•• Must keep copies for Must keep copies for 
3 years.3 years.



Exception Reporting RequirementsException Reporting Requirements
•• LQGLQG’’ss::

–– Generator must contact initial transporter or the TSDF Generator must contact initial transporter or the TSDF 
operator within 35 days of shipping date.operator within 35 days of shipping date.

–– Generator must submit to NJDEP written exception Generator must submit to NJDEP written exception 
report within 45 days of shipping date.report within 45 days of shipping date.

•• SQGSQG’’ss
–– Not required to submit exception report.Not required to submit exception report.
–– After 60 days Generator must submit to NJDEP a copy After 60 days Generator must submit to NJDEP a copy 

of manifest with note that signed TSDF copy is of manifest with note that signed TSDF copy is 
missing.missing.



TSDF SIGNED MANIFEST TRACKING LOG

MANIFEST 
NUMBER

TSDF TO WHICH
WASTE WAS SHIPPED

DATE 
SHIPPED

DATE DUE 
(35 DAYS)

DATE  
RECEIVED



Land Disposal Restriction FormLand Disposal Restriction Form
•• SQGSQG’’ss and and LQGLQG’’ss required to use Land required to use Land 

Disposal Restriction Notification or Disposal Restriction Notification or 
Certification Form for initial shipment and Certification Form for initial shipment and 
if waste stream changes.if waste stream changes.

•• Must keep copies of form for 5 years from Must keep copies of form for 5 years from 
shipping date.shipping date.



Biennial ReportBiennial Report
•• LQGLQG’’ss required to submit a report every required to submit a report every 

two years summarizing waste shipments two years summarizing waste shipments 
such as waste types, quantities, such as waste types, quantities, 
transporter and TSDF facilities utilized.transporter and TSDF facilities utilized.



InspectionsInspections
•• SQGSQG’’ss

–– Weekly for hazardous waste storage containers Weekly for hazardous waste storage containers 
–– Daily/weekly for hazardous waste storage tanksDaily/weekly for hazardous waste storage tanks
–– Log recommended but not requiredLog recommended but not required

•• LQGLQG’’ss
–– Weekly for hazardous waste storage containers Weekly for hazardous waste storage containers 
–– Daily/bimonthly/yearly for hazardous waste storage Daily/bimonthly/yearly for hazardous waste storage 

tankstanks
–– Log requiredLog required



Inspection LogInspection Log
•• Are containers in good condition, not leaking?Are containers in good condition, not leaking?
•• Are containers closed when not in use?Are containers closed when not in use?
•• Are containers marked Are containers marked ““Hazardous WasteHazardous Waste”” and date?and date?
•• Are container markings visible?Are container markings visible?
•• Are containers stored longer than allowed?Are containers stored longer than allowed?

LQGsLQGs = 90 days = 90 days SQGsSQGs = 180/270= 180/270
•• Are containers segregated according to waste type?Are containers segregated according to waste type?
•• Are containers of ignitable or reactive waste 50Are containers of ignitable or reactive waste 50’’ from from 

property line? (LQG only)property line? (LQG only)
•• Is there adequate aisle space?Is there adequate aisle space?
•• Is there spill control, safety, communication, and fire Is there spill control, safety, communication, and fire 

control equipment present?control equipment present?
•• Name, date, and time of person performing inspectionName, date, and time of person performing inspection
•• Corrective action taken  (Use separate sheet as Corrective action taken  (Use separate sheet as 

necessary)necessary)





Hazardous Waste TrainingHazardous Waste Training
•• SQGSQG’’ss

–– Basic waste handling familiarization & emergency Basic waste handling familiarization & emergency 
proceduresprocedures

–– Documentation not required but recommendedDocumentation not required but recommended

•• LQGLQG’’ss
–– Full trainingFull training
–– Initial & Annual refresherInitial & Annual refresher
–– Documentation requiredDocumentation required



Preparedness & Prevention  Preparedness & Prevention  

•• Familiarize fire, police, hospital & have Familiarize fire, police, hospital & have 
emergency response contractor emergency response contractor 
agreement.agreement.



Contingency PlanContingency Plan
•• SQGSQG’’ss

–– Basic plan Basic plan -- By the phone: Emergency By the phone: Emergency 
Coordinator name & telephone #, fire Coordinator name & telephone #, fire 
department telephone #, & location of fire department telephone #, & location of fire 
extinguisher & alarm & spill equipment.extinguisher & alarm & spill equipment.

•• LQGLQG’’ss
–– Complete planComplete plan
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