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New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife receives federal assistance from 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and thus prohibits discrimination on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age and sex pursuant to 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973, Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the 
Age Discrimination Act of 1975 and Title IX of the Educational Amend-
ments of 1972. If you believe that you have been discriminated against 
in any program, activity or service, contact New Jersey Division of Fish 
and Wildlife, MC501-03, P.O. Box 420, Trenton, NJ 08625-0420. The 
telephone number is (609) 292-9410. You may also write to the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Civil Rights Coordinator for Public Access, 
4401 N. Fairfax Drive, Mail Stop: WSFR-4020, Arlington, VA, 22203.

What's Happening 
to Mallards?76 78

Try Non-lead 
Ammo

Updates on Chronic Wasting Disease16

License Information 
& Fees 2019–20*

Licenses are valid from date of purchase to Dec. 
31 of each year. For Internet license sales go to 
www.NJ.WildlifeLicense.com. See also pages 
22–23 for license agent listings.

FIREARM LICENSES
Resident Firearm Hunting (16–64 years) .............$27.50
Apprentice Firearm* (NJ Resident 18–64) ...........$27.50
Senior Resident Firearm Hunting  

(65 years and older) .............................................$15.50
Apprentice Sr. Resident Firearm* (65 and older) .$15.50
Non-Resident Firearm Hunting ........................... $135.50
Non-Resident Apprentice* (18 and older) .......... $135.50
Non-Resident Two-Day Small Game  

(not turkey) & Waterfowl Firearm Hunting ....$36.50
Special One-Day Hunting ....................................... $12.50
 (On commercial preserves only.)
Youth Firearm (ages 10–15, see page 10) ................FREE

BOW AND ARROW LICENSES
Resident Bow & Arrow Hunting (16–64 years) ...$31.50
Apprentice Resident Bow & Arrow* (age 14–64) ...$31.50
Senior Resident Bow & Arrow Hunting  

(65 years & older).................................................$16.50
Apprentice Sr. Resident Bow & Arrow* ................$16.50
Non-Resident Bow & Arrow Hunting ................ $135.50
Apprentice Non-Resident Bow & Arrow*  

(14 and older) ..................................................... $135.50
Youth Bow (ages 10–15, see page 10) .......................FREE 

TRAPPING LICENSES
Resident Trapping ..................................................... $32.50
Non-Resident Trapping .........................................$200.50
Youth Trapping (ages 12–15, see page 10) ..............FREE 

PERMITS
Deer Permits for Bow, Shotgun,  

Muzzleloader or Bucks ...........................................$28
Youth Deer and Turkey Permit (ages 10–15) ............ $12
Turkey Season Permit..................................................... $21
Black Bear Permit ...............................................................$2
Rifle Permit (Valid from July 1–June 30,  

16 years old and older) ........................................$10.50
Rifle Permit, Youth  

(Valid from July 1–June 30, under 16 only) .......... $6
Beaver Trapping Permit.................................................. $17
Coyote/Fox Permit .............................................................$2
Otter Trapping Permit ......................................................$2

STAMPS
Pheasant & Quail Stamp ...............................................$40
Resident Waterfowl Stamp (Valid July 1–June 30) .....$5
Non-Resident Waterfowl Stamp  

(Valid July 1–June 30) ............................................. $10

MISCELLANEOUS LICENSES
All-Around Sportsman ............................................ $72.25
 (Includes Resident Firearm Hunting, Bow and 

Arrow Hunting and Fishing Licenses. (With Buddy 
Fishing License, $62.50)

Duplicate License, Permit or Stamp ...............................$2

• New licenses become available on Dec. 15 annually.  
See page 8 for additional license information.

*  Apprentice hunters must purchase any related stamp, 
permit or HIP certification as required of all hunters.
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New Jersey Fish and Wildlife Councils and Advisory Committees

Where to Write Us

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Fish and Wildlife 

MC 501-03 • P.O. Box 420 • Trenton, NJ 08625-0420 • NJFishandWildlife.com

New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife

Our Mission
To protect and manage the state’s fish and wildlife to maximize their long-term  biological, 

recreational and economic value for all New Jerseyans.

Our Goals
•  To maintain New Jersey’s rich variety of fish and wildlife species at stable, healthy levels 

and to protect and enhance the many habitats on which they depend.

•  To educate New Jerseyans on the values and needs of our fish and wildlife and to foster 

a positive human/wildlife co-existence. 

•  To maximize the recreational and commercial use of New Jersey’s fish and wildlife for both 

present and future generations.
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ALL CUTS 100% BONELESS
VACUUM PACKED

HUNTERS HELPING THE HUNGRY BUTCHER

ITALIAN SWEET SAUSAGE, ITALIAN 
HOT SAUSAGE, BREAKFAST SAUSAGE, HOT 
STICKS, KIELBASA, PORK ROLL, HOT DOGS, 

JALAPENO & SAUERKRAUT CHEDDAR DOGS,
JALEPENO CHEDDAR BOLOGNA.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
SEPT – OCT, MON – SAT 8am – 9pm  SUN 8am– 8pm
NOV – FEB, MON – SAT 9am – 8pm  SUN 9am – 7pm

5-Day, Fully Guided, Fair Chase Hunts 
with Lodging start at only $1,800.00!

Thousands of private acres. 
No trophy fees or hidden charges.

YES YOU CAN!

Ray: 786-319-1367 John: 786-394-3536

Affordable trophy whitetail hunts in N.W. Missouri

176 B&C
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THE FINEST

sporting club in New England
Beretta USA, “Second to Nothing” Adam Vinatieri, NFL Colts

New England’s Only Four Season Sporting Community
Limited Club Memberships and Private Residences available
Gated Community set in your very own private 3500 acre club
Finest retail store in region OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Inner Sporting Club clays memberships available.
1 mile off of I-95, 87 Kingstown Rd Richmond RI

ThePreserveRI.COM  ·  401.539.4653

Call Today to Schedule 

Your Private Tour



Director’s Message
DAVE GOLDEN

Around the end of 2019, you will be treated to 
a brand-new licensing system with a more user-
friendly interface and additional online purchasing 
options. (See page 6.) Several years in the making, 
our new licensing system is designed to be more 
convenient so that you can spend less time purchas-
ing your license and more time using your license. 

To inspire you to increase your days afield, our staff 
has worked hard to enhance your field experience. 
Fish and Wildlife’s wildlife management area sys-
tem continues to grow—now over 355,000 acres. 
Our habitat management efforts on these lands is 
at an all-time high. Our pheasant stocking program 
will release over 54,000 birds this year for youth 
hunts, veteran hunts, dog training and regular 
hunting. Our 54 boat ramps throughout the state 
will get you to your favorite waterfowl spot and the 
over 900 miles of roads on wildlife management 
areas will give you access to that “secret spot” you’ve 
been keeping to yourself.

The primary goal of the Division of Fish and Wild-
life is to maintain healthy wildlife populations and 
habitats. We know that you share in this goal, and 
the article on page 16 provides a series of recom-
mendations on things you can do to help reduce the 
spread of Chronic Wasting Disease. This disease 
can be devastating to deer populations and the easy 
tips described in the article can go a long way to 
keep our herd healthy. 

This year we had to make the difficult, but respon-
sible, decision to close the Ruffed Grouse Season 
due to concerns about its population. This species 
has suffered severe population declines due to habi-
tat loss and the bird’s susceptibility to West Nile 
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Virus. While hunting was not the root cause of the 
population’s decline, we need to work together to 
grow this population and hope that through active 
habitat management, the grouse population can be 
restored in New Jersey. 

For duck hunters, note that all Atlantic Flyway 
states have reduced bag limits on Eastern Mal-
lards based on 25-year trend data (page 76). New 
Jersey is among these states and continues to work 
with hunters to reverse these trends. A bag limit 
reduction to two mallards with no more than one 
hen has been implemented in all Atlantic Flyway 
states for 2019.

While the Director’s Message always provides the 
introduction to the New Jersey Hunting & Trapping 
Digest, all the “good stuff” can be found on the pages 
that follow. The content within will help keep you 
safe, legal and responsible while you are in the field 
this season. Whether you access the regulations 
online or from a hard copy of the Digest, it is your 
responsibility to be informed and to be safe. As 
my first year as the director of the Division of Fish 
and Wildlife continues to unfold, I look to forward 
to helping you to get outside and have fun! Tuck 
the Digest in your backpack or view it from your 
cellphone and enjoy your time outdoors! 

Dave Golden is the Director   of 
New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife.

As summer moves into fall, mornings become cooler 
and days begin to shorten. These changes, subtle 
at first, signal to many that the season is upon us. 
As excitement builds, time is spent scouting sites, 
reconstructing blinds and inventorying gear. This 
is, without question, my favorite time of the year. 

As our thoughts shift towards hunting and trap-
ping, it is important to recognize that managing 
New Jersey’s wildlife is a year-round endeavor. The 
dedicated staff of the New Jersey Division of Fish 
and Wildlife have been working hard throughout 
the spring and summer to ensure wildlife popula-
tions are healthy and habitats remain intact. Over 
the past year wildlife has been surveyed, regulations 
have been evaluated, fields have been planted and 
access points have been maintained. With all this 
work accomplished, great things await those who 
are planning to hunt or trap public and private lands 
in New Jersey.
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WHETHER YOU’RE 
A FIRST-TIME HUNTER 
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About This Guide
This high-quality guide is offered to you 
by the New Jersey Division of Fish and 
Wildlife through its unique partnership 
with J.F. Griffin Publishing, LLC.

The revenue generated through ad sales 
significantly lowers production costs and 
generates savings. These savings translate 
into additional funds for other important 
agency programs.

If you have any feedback or are inter-
ested in advertising, please contact us at 
413.884.1001 or at www.JFGriffin.com

Graphic Design: 
Jon Gulley, Dane Fay, John Corey, 
Evelyn Haddad, Chris Sobolowski

Williamstown, MA | Birmingham, AL

This guide is also  

available online at

New License System 
Brings Convenience!
New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife is pleased 
to announce a multi-year contract with the com-
pany Aspira to create and manage a new license 
system platform. At press time, the new New Jersey 
Electronic License System is scheduled to be opera-
tional late in 2019. Check the Fish and Wildlife 
website for updates.

Cell phones and home computers are heavily 
relied upon for making daily purchases. Knowing 
that, New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife has 
responded by prioritizing your convenience in this 
new license system. 

What does this mean for hunters? The new 
license system will function the same as our pre-
vious system but has many useful updates. All 
customer records and Conservation ID Numbers 
(CIDs) remaining the same. 

The most significant license system change is that 
a license or permit can now be printed on a home 
printer. This popular option is successful in many 
other states and is especially beneficial for those 
whose plans change at a moment’s notice. 

New Jersey firearm laws necessitate that all fire-
arm hunting licenses (Firearm License, Appren-
tice Firearm License and All-Around Sportsman 
License) must also be printed on durable material 
and sent by mail. Purchasers of these licenses may 
print a temporary, paper license valid for 15 days 
from the date of purchase. 

As with most Internet purchases, all New Jersey 
Electronic License System Internet purchases are 
subject to an additional transaction fee (3.9%) and 
a credit card processing fee (2.5%.) To avoid these 
minor fees, customers may go to any license agent 
to pay only the item’s face value.

Additional Electronic License 
System Improvements 
and New Features 
• Newly designed web interface. The website is 

more user-friendly. 
• Connect with any device. Regardless of how one 

chooses to connect (desktop, laptop, tablet, or 
smartphone) the same website features will dis-
play. No need to “view full site” for certain func-
tions like hunter education course registration.

• Internet purchases are now a print-at-home* 
license.

• ALL participating license agents can sell all prod-
ucts. There are no limitations for license agent sales. 
Items like the Buddy Fishing License and crabbing 
or shellfish licenses are available from every agent. 

• Apprentice and Buddy Fishing licenses are also 
available via the Internet sales site. Buddy Fish-
ing Licenses will become available for the 2020 
license year sales. 

• Gift Vouchers. Beginning with 2020 license 
year sales, guests may purchase gift vouchers for 
friends and relatives. 

• Email option for license copies. Beginning in 
2020, customers purchasing items at a license 
agent will be able to receive PDF copies via email 
except for Firearm or All-Around licenses.

• Duplicates are available everywhere, regardless 
of where the original purchase was made. 

 » Internet/mobile customers may also request a 
durable license for an additional fee.

 » Firearm and All-Around Sportsman licenses, 
printed on durable material, will be mailed 
automatically, but a home-printed temporary 
paper license is available for immediate use. 

• Multiple customers may be added to one trans-
action, provided that each customer has already 
completed a Child Support Certification. 

 » A person can make purchases for all family 
members in a single transaction.

 » Buddy Fishing licenses may be purchased 
online or at license agents.

 » A mentor may purchase licenses and permits 
for their apprentice hunter. 

• New Electronic Harvest Reporting will replace 
former methods of reporting harvests. Turkey, 
coyote, fox, beaver and otter harvest reporting 
will be phased in during 2020. 

• Hunters now have access to their own harvest 
report records. Hunters may print up to three 
years of harvest reports.

New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife staff is 
working diligently to ensure a smooth transition to 
the new license system. We ask for your understand-
ing and patience if minor bumps occur along the way. 

*  The print-at-home license must be treated with 
the same respect as a license printed on durable 
material. ALL licenses still must be displayed, 
regardless of the print material. Anyone caught 
falsifying information on a license or permit will 
be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.
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