
2019 Marine Fishing Season Dates and Limits • FREE

New Jersey

A Summary of Recreational Regulations and  
Marine Fish and Shellfish Management Information

NJFishandWildlife.com

May 2019

Size and  
Possession 

Limits 
page 21 



Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. Boat and PWC coverages are underwritten by GEICO Marine Insurance Company. In the state of CA, program provided 
through Boat Association Insurance Services, license #0H87086. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, DC 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2019 GEICO

geico.com  |  1-800-865-4846  |  Local Office

Feel-Good Savings.

Unforgettable Adventures.

Heed the call of adventure with great insurance coverage.
Boat insurance serviced by the boating experts. Get a fast, free quote today.



hotlines
New Jersey Fish and Wildlife

Report Marine, Shellfish and Finfish Violations
(609) 748-2050 or call the 24-hour DEP Hotline: 877-WARNDEP 

Violators of the Marine Fisheries laws are subject to a $30 per fish or $300 to $3,000 fine.
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Any visitor to the New Jersey coast can’t help but to be awestruck by its beauty, wildlife and abundant 
fishing opportunities. With 120 miles of ocean coastline from Cape May through Barnegat Bay and 
up to Sandy Hook, along with an equally inspiring coastline along the Delaware Bay, New Jersey has 
something to offer for anyone looking for an exciting day of fishing. Whether you are fishing in the 
surf, back-bays or open ocean, New Jersey boasts one of the most active and productive recreational 
fisheries on the Atlantic Coast. 

If you’re lucky enough to set out for some offshore fishing this year, take the opportunity to drop a 
line deep for some tilefish. I caught my first tilefish last year after closing out a slow day of tuna fish-
ing. Once we found “the spot,” the bite was on and the action was non-stop. The strong fight of this 
species was accentuated by the fact the we were catching them at depths of over 500 feet. To top off 
a fun day of fishing, tilefish makes for a delicious meal with its sweet flavor and white meat. For tips 
on catching a few tilefish for yourself, enjoy the blueline tilefish profile on page 12.

New Jersey is one of the highest-ranking states on the Atlantic coast for summer flounder and blue-
fish recreational harvest. Black sea bass is another very popular recreational species fished for in the 
marine waters of New Jersey. This species, with its unusual life-history, has experienced impressive 
population growth over the past several years (page 6). New Jersey’s marine anglers are having no 
trouble catching their limit of this plentiful species and the Division of Fish and Wildlife’s marine 
fisheries staff continues to work with the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission, Mid-Atlantic 
Fishery Management Council and National Marine Fisheries Service to ensure responsible manage-
ment of our valuable fisheries.

Managing a multi-species fishery is complex work. Our dedicated staff are constantly advancing 
their angler survey and stock assessment methodologies to make sound management decisions for 
New Jersey’s marine species. A variety of surveys are used to target different species and life stages 
in both estuarine and marine waters. You can find Division of Fish of Wildlife employees out in the 
field conducting this important work 11 months of the year. These surveys are used to monitor long-
term trends in population abundance and collect biological information, such as growth rates and age 
distribution. Technological advances aid our biologists in completing this valuable research (page 24). 

Our staff are among the best, but proper management of the state’s marine resources requires 
everyone’s participation. You can help the Division of Fish and Wildlife by participating in our Rec-
reational Saltwater Angler Survey (https://www.njfishandwildlife.com/marinesurvey.htm), signing 
up for the saltwater registry, reducing fish mortality by releasing them unharmed (see tips on page 
15) and by adhering to all marine regulations. Together we can keep New Jersey’s fishery as one of 
the most productive along the Atlantic coast. Speaking of productive fisheries, I think it’s time to get 
out there and go fishing. Enjoy!   

Dave Golden is the Acting Director   of the Division of Fish and Wildlife.
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FREE Freshwater Fishing Days 
— June 8 and Oct. 19, 2019 —

On these two days, residents and non-residents may fish New Jersey’s 
public fresh waters without a license or trout stamp. All other  

regulations, including size and daily catch limits, remain in effect.

Take a  
friend fishing!
The memories will last a lifetime.
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New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife

Our Mission
To protect and manage the state’s fish and wildlife to maximize their long-term  biological, 

recreational and economic value for all New Jerseyans.

Our Goals
•  To maintain New Jersey’s rich variety of fish and wildlife species at stable, healthy levels 

and to protect and enhance the many habitats on which they depend.

•  To educate New Jerseyans on the values and needs of our fish and wildlife and to foster a 

positive human/wildlife co-existence. 

•  To maximize the recreational and commercial use of New Jersey’s fish and wildlife for both 

present and future generations.
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