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A COMMUNITY FORESTRY MANAGEMENT PLAN (CFMP) is an essential guide for local governments to successfully achieve a healthy, safe, and sustainable community forest.  


A State approved Community Forestry Management Plan can lead to:
· Liability Protection under the New Jersey Shade Tree and Community Forestry Assistance Act
· Grant Opportunities from the Community Stewardship Incentive Program (CSIP)
· Environmental, Economic, & Social Benefits that trees give your community

A CFMP contributes to a proactive, not reactive approach to tree/forest management, increased community safety, lower tree hazard problems, decreased tree maintenance and removal costs, less emergency tree calls, increased environmental and social beneﬁts, and reduced municipal costs.  

A CFMP also helps communities prioritize limited ﬁnancial resources to optimize goals, objectives, and results. Every community in the State is unique in its tree needs from our urban towns and centers to our rural farm communities; from the mountains, to New Jersey’s coastal shores.  

The CFMP guidelines take into account the diversity of our State so every community can have an effective CFMP that is speciﬁcally tailored to their needs.

Local governments that need assistance in creating a CFMP are eligible for the Green Communities grant. The grant is offered on a rolling basis.  Currently, Green Communities grants are up to $3,000 with a 100% cash or in-kind match required. 

Liability Protection under the NJ Shade Tree and Community Forestry Assistance Act 
Street trees in many of New Jersey’s communities have declined due to budget cuts, lawsuits, disease, improper tree selection and maintenance methods, and lack of awareness. Under the Act, municipalities and required training will increase liability protection associated with urban and community forest management.

Grant Opportunities from the Community Stewardship Incentive Program 
Municipalities with an approved CFMP, and Approved Status under the community forestry program guidelines are eligible for CSIP grant funding. These grants aid local governments to implement community forestry goals and objectives identified in their CFMP.
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