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OVERVIEW
New Jersey’s surface waters provide much of the
water used for drinking water supplies, recrea on,
fishing, boa ng, swimming, commercial fisheries including shellfish, and tourism. Protec ng and restoring water quality has a direct and posi ve impact on
these uses, the State’s economy, and the quality of
life for all its residents and visitors.

The Integrated Report assesses the health of New
Jersey’s waters, as required under Sec ons 303(d)
and 305(b) of the federal Clean Water Act and the
New Jersey Water Quality Planning Act.

Overall statewide water quality has improved or re‐
mained stable over me; localized changes in water
quality are usually associated with changes in land
uses. Generally, water quality declines as the pro‐
por on of land use increases. The largest concentra‐
on of high quality waters are located in the least
developed regions of the state.
The 2014 New Jersey Integrated Water Quality Assessment Report (Integrated Report) describes the
overall quality of New Jersey’s surface waters based
on exis ng and readily available monitoring data.
The majority of the data used to prepare the Integrated Report is collected by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protec on with contribuons from various data partners.
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*Except for fish consump on

The 2014 Integrated Report launches a comprehensive, regional approach to water quality assessment
that supports iden fica on of specific causes and sources and the development of management measures
that are tailored to the unique circumstances of one of New Jersey’s five Water Regions each assessment
cycle. The Atlan c Coastal Water Region is the focus of the 2014 Integrated Report. The comprehensive
assessment of the Atlan c Coastal Region u lized the extensive monitoring and research eﬀorts conducted under the governor’s Barnegat Bay Ac on Plan to concurrently address mul ple water resource concerns and enhance confidence in assessment decisions through a more robust assessment of environmental condi ons aﬀec ng the en re Region. Subsequent Integrated Reports will focus on diﬀerent Water Regions, resul ng in a comprehensive assessment of statewide water quality every ten years.

