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Delaware Water Gap 
National Recreation Area

National Park Service Organic Act 
(1916)“…purpose is to conserve the 
scenery and the natural and historic 

objects and the wild life therein and to 
provide for the enjoyment of the same 
in such manner and by such means as 

will leave them unimpaired for the 
enjoyment of future generations.”

Delaware Water Gap National Recreation 
Area mission (1965) is “to provide 

outdoor recreation opportunities while 
conserving the natural, cultural and 
scenic resources of the recreation 

area.”



Activities
Hiking
Biking
Horse Trails
Camping
Rock-climbing
Boating/canoeing
Picnicking

Sightseeing
Bird-watching
Hunting/Fishing
Swimming
Cross-country skiing
Scenic driving
History



Location, Location, Location





Sussex & Warren 
Counties, NJ

Approx. 97,000 
acres of state land

Pike, Monroe & 
Northampton 
Counties, PA

Approx. 166,000 
acres of state land

Regional Connectivity



Economics of Parks
In 2010 nearly 5.3 million recreation visits to park
2010 River Visitor Survey & Impacts of Visitor 
Spending on the Local Economy Study

Avg. visitor group size is 4.3 people 
Visitor groups spent an average $142 in and surrounding 
the park
Overall 75% of spending took place outside of park

Total visitor spending within 20 miles of the park was 
$151.9 million 

(including $37.8 million within the park)
32% of visitor groups said park was their primary 
reason for visiting area

$106.7 million in spending contributed directly to the park



Breakdown of visitor spending

Admissions & Fees – primarily water recreation equipment rental



Other tables you might want to 
look at
















