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▪ Introduction: Steve Tambini, Executive Director

▪ Watersheds and Water Use:  Chad Pindar, Manager Water Resource Planning

▪ Flow Management and Climate Change: Amy Shallcross, Manager Water 

Resource Operations

▪ Water Quality and Living Resources: John Yagecic, Manager Water Quality 

Assessment

▪ Our Shared Waters: Peter Eschbach, Director External Affairs and 

Communications

▪ Questions and Discussion

The State of the Basin 2019



▪ 330 miles long.

▪ Interstate boundary its entire length.

▪ Longest, un-dammed U.S. river east of 
the Mississippi (dams are located on 
tributaries, not the main stem Delaware).

▪ Tidal to Trenton, N.J.

The Delaware River



▪ ~13 million people (about 5% of the 
U.S. population) rely on its waters

▪ Provides half the drinking water to NYC 

▪ Drains 13,539 square miles of 
watershed in 4 states.

▪ 6.4 billion gallons are withdrawn every 
day

▪ Contributes over $21B in economic 
value

The Delaware River Basin



Generally…

“Good” or  “Very Good” and 

“Improving” or “Stable”

The State of the Basin is…



The State of the Basin



The State of the Basin is…

Indicator Ratings Excellent
Very 
Good

Good Fair Poor

WATERSHEDS AND LANDSCAPES 1

WATER QUANTITY 1 3

WATER QUALITY 1 4 3

LIVING RESOURCES 4 4 3 3

Indicator Trends Improving Stable Worsening

WATERSHEDS AND LANDSCAPES 1

WATER QUANTITY 1 3 1

WATER QUALITY 5 1 1

LIVING RESOURCES 8 3 3
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The State of the Basin is…

https://whyy.org/articles/the-delaware-river-before-and-after-the-clean-water-act/ https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/warren-county/2019/04/a-dam-is-gone-and-the-shad-are-
back-after-100-years-the-fish-have-returned-to-a-delaware-river-tributary.html

https://www.inquirer.com/science/climate/delaware-schuylkill-river-swim-philadelphia-pollution-20190815.html

https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/news/2019/10
/4-of-the-biggest-threats-facing-the-delaware-river-according-to-experts.html https://patch.com/pennsylvania/horsham/3-u-s-representatives-hold-pfas-meeting

https://www.inquirer.com/science/climate/governor-wolf-
pennsylvania-murphy-new-jersey-carney-delaware-river-
20190516.html

https://whyy.org/articles/the-delaware-river-before-and-after-the-clean-water-act/
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/warren-county/2019/04/a-dam-is-gone-and-the-shad-are-back-after-100-years-the-fish-have-returned-to-a-delaware-river-tributary.html
https://www.inquirer.com/science/climate/delaware-schuylkill-river-swim-philadelphia-pollution-20190815.html
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/news/2019/10/4-of-the-biggest-threats-facing-the-delaware-river-according-to-experts.html
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/horsham/3-u-s-representatives-hold-pfas-meeting
https://www.inquirer.com/science/climate/governor-wolf-pennsylvania-murphy-new-jersey-carney-delaware-river-20190516.html


Lehighvalleylive.com  10/20/2019
“Expert Opinions”
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Credit:  Steve Novack for lehighvalleylive.com
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/news/2019/10
/4-of-the-biggest-threats-facing-the-delaware-river-according-to-experts.html

https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/news/2019/10/4-of-the-biggest-threats-facing-the-delaware-river-according-to-experts.html
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