Linden Public Schools
The elementary ELL program uses both pullout and push-in models, and students receive additional
reading intervention services if necessary by a trained Literacy Support Team. At the middle school
level, students receive an hour per day of ELL instruction taught by a certified ELL teacher. All of the
school’s content area teachers have received extensive training in Sheltered Instruction strategies,
which they employ in all classes. The High-Intensity alternative program is offered in high school
where ELL students receive two periods of ELL instruction. After school tutoring services are
available throughout the school year at all levels. The district offers a five-week summer program in
English as a Second Language at both the elementary and secondary level. The program focuses on
developing literacy skills and academic language across the content areas, and providing students with
compelling and comprehensible field experiences that help to bring classroom learning to life. The
Bilingual Parent Advisory Committee meets regularly to provide current information about available
services to our parents and community members.
District, school, and type of program
Linden Public Schools / K-12 ELL Program
Dates when others can visit your program
Contact Kevin A. LaMastra, the program’s supervisor, at any time during the school year to arrange a visit.
Contact Person, Phone Number, Address, and E-mail
Kevin LaMastra
klamstra@lindenps.org
2 East Gibbons Street
Linden, NJ 07036
908-486-2800 Ext. 8029
District and school demographics
There are approximately 6,300 students in Pre-K through 12 attending the eight elementary schools,
two middle schools, and one high school. Approximately 1,476 out of 6,300 of the district's students
speak 38 languages other than English at home. Linden is a diverse multi-ethnic community with the
following racial distribution:
•

African-American: 36.24%;

•

Hispanic: 33.02%;

•

Multiracial: 3.73%;

•

White: 24.20%.

The English Language Learners population is comprised of approximately 500 students. Of the 22
languages spoken at home among our ELLs, the most common ones are Polish, Haitian Creole, and
Spanish. The students in the K-12 ELL program represent the wide linguistic and cultural diversity
found within the districts' borders.
Short Description of the Program
The elementary ELL program uses both pullout and push-in models, and students receive additional
reading intervention services if necessary by a trained Literacy Support Team. At the middle school
level, students receive an hour per day of ELL instruction taught by a certified ELL teacher. All of the
school’s content area teachers have received extensive training in Sheltered Instruction strategies,
which they employ in all classes. The High-Intensity alternative program is offered in high school
where ELL students receive two periods of ELL instruction. After school tutoring services are
available throughout the school year at all levels. The district offers a five-week summer program in
English as a Second Language at both the elementary and secondary level. The program focuses on
developing literacy skills and academic language across the content areas, and providing students with
compelling and comprehensible field experiences that help to bring classroom learning to life. The
Bilingual Parent Advisory Committee meets regularly to provide current information about available
services to our parents and community members.

