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OVERVIEW

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

On April 30, 2007, the New Jersey Child Welfare Citizen Review Panel (herein after
ref er r e the pareld eosvendd a roundtable discussion to address the needs of
school-aged children who were involved in the child welfare system. At the time, the
panel was charged with making policy and practice recommendations to State and local
agencies.! Parties att he roundtable included the
Department of Children and Families (DCF) and Department of Education (DOE), their
respective administrative staff, and key community stakeholders. The roundtable

discussion was the culmination of the panel 6 s work since 2004

between the education and child welfare systems.

The panel found that communication and collaboration between child welfare and
education agencies should be improved to achieve better educational and emotional
outcomes for children served by DCF, with an emphasis on children in out-of-home
placement. Unless otherwise noted in this manual, DCF refers to all agencies and
offices under DCF. These include the Divisions of Child Protection and Permanency
(CP&P), formerly known as Division of Youth and Family Services; Family and
Community Partnerships (F&CP), formerly known as the Division of Prevention and
Community Partnerships; Ch i | d Bystemdbdf Care (CSOC), formerly known as the
Division of Child Behavioral Health Services; the Office of Adolescent Services; and the
Office of Education (OOE).

During the roundtable discussion, numerous concerns were raised about the need for a
standardized statewide training program on abuse and neglect identification and
reporting for school district personnel. In addition, many panelists and attendees
expressed a concern about the overall educational well-being of children in out-of-home
care. Issues included, but were not limited to: timely school registration and enroliment;
educational stability; information and record sharing; compliance with special education
procedures; and appropriate ways to address
conclusion of this meeting, DCF and DOE agreed that a working group should be
established to further address the concerns of the panel and to develop a Memorandum
of Agreement (MOA) between the agencies.

The DCF/DOE working group held its first meeting in June 2007, and its members
included representatives from the DCF, including CSOC, CP&P, F&CP and OOE; the
DOE, Office of Student Support Services and Office of Special Education; and various
advocates and community stakeholders. Over the next two and a half years, the
working group and its two subcommittees met regularly to tackle issues identified by the
working group members.

The working group members acknowledged the importance of heightening the
awareness of educators to the special needs of children in out-of-home placement
precipitated by instability and disruptions in their lives. The working group hoped to
minimize further disruptions in the lives of these children and their educational progress

! The working group was dissolved in 2010.
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by providing supports and program continuity. The working group also acknowledged
the benefits of multiagency collaboration at the local level to achieve the goals set forth
herein.

With these considerations in mind, this multiagency state-level working group developed
the content of this Interagency Guidance Manual and agreed to the following:
1. The Mission Statement and Goals of the partnership (below);
2. The model Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between education and child
welfare systems (Appendix A); and
3. The comprehensive standardized training program, Reporting Child Abuse and
Neglect: What School Personnel Need to Do, for schools on the identification
and reporting of abuse or neglect which can be accessed through both DOE and
DCFO6s website.

The content of the guidance manual has been reviewed by a cross-sector of local level
professionals and approved by senior management in each department. The
partnerships between education and child welfare officials that have been established
will support the educational needs of children in out-of-home placement within the
community, and also provide a framework to support a broader range of children in
need of prevention, intervention and referral services.

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Department of Children and Families and Department of Education
partnership is to promote, develop and enhance collaboration between school, child
protective, behavioral health and prevention systems and other child serving systems
and parties to improve the well-being of children in the State of New Jersey.

GOALS
The goals of this partnership were:

1. To establish a standardized training program, Reporting Child Abuse and
Neglect: What School Personnel Need to Do, which outlines protocols and
procedures regarding abuse and neglect identification and reporting for school
districts, and consistent procedures for such reporting; and

2. To increase and improve communication and collaboration between education
and child welfare agencies and staff at the state and local levels to support the
educational needs of children in out-of-home placement.

MODEL MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT (MOA)
The model MOA details the agreement between local school districts and DCF. The
goals for meeting the educational needs of children in out-of-home placement are as
follows:

Goal 1: Children remain in their current school when in their best interest.

Goal 2: Children enter school ready to learn.




Goal 3: Children receive supports and services to participate in all aspects of
school and to prevent school dropout, truancy, and disciplinary
actions.

Goal 4: Children are engaged in their education, are empowered to advocate
for their educational needs and pursuits, and receive supports and
services to ensure a successful transition into adulthood.

Goal 5: Children with disabilities are located, identified and evaluated for
eligibility for special education and section 504 services and, if
eligible, must receive a free, appropriate public education.

Goal 6: DCF and local school districts participate in ongoing communication
and collaboration to support and improve the well-being of children.

The MOA establishes an agreement between school district personnel and child welfare
personnel to provide a special focus on the educational and social-emotional needs of
these children; facilitate the use of safeguards, strategies and tools to meet the needs of
this vulnerable child population; and foster communication and collaboration among
system partners to achieve the MOA goals. Rather than add new requirements, the
MOA builds on shared expertise, knowledge, resources and commitment to enhance
the way education and child welfare authorities support one another. By observing the
special needs of these children, pre-planning, agreeing to reciprocal processes and
procedures and improving communication to promote seamless transitions of children
and ensuring continuation of educational services, even whenac hi | dds h
disrupted, the system of support for children will be improved.

COMPREHENSIVE STANDARDIZED TRAINING

In response to concerns raised by the Citizens Review Panel, the two agencies created
a training protocol, Reporting Child Abuse and Neglect: What School Personnel Need to
Do, to assist local school districts in meeting the requirements of N.J.A.C. 6A:16-11(a)8.
This regulation, which requires local school districts to establish a policy with a provision
for training school district employees, volunteers and interns, on the procedures for
reporting abuse and neglect, has been met inconsistently by local school districts in the
past. By collaboratively developing and standardizing a training protocol, the DOE and
DCF are clearly communicating the content that must be provided to all local school
district staff and will promote consistent training with the most accurate, up-to-date
information regarding the policies and procedures of both agencies.

On December 18, 2009, the commissioners of the DOE and DCF issued a joint
memorandum communicating that there are standardized trainings and materials that
are available to school personnel on the identification and reporting of child abuse and
neglect to satisfy the requirements of N.J.A.C. 6A:16-11(a)8. The memorandum
strongly encourages local districts to use these materials which are posted online.

INTERAGENCY GUIDANCE MANUAL
This guidance manual provides specific strategies for DCF and local education
agencies (also referred to as school districts) to implement, both apart and together, to
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achieve the goals set forth in the MOA. Some of the listed responsibilities are required
by Federal or State laws and regulations. These are written as requirements and the
citations are provided. Others are recommended actions for school and DCF staff to
help achieve the goals.

This manual also includes forms, resources, and a sample model for collaboration to
facilitate the implementation of the actions. The model for collaboration in Appendix B
was devel oped by the Ocean County Chil
(OCCIACC), and is intended to promote, develop, and enhance collaborative efforts
among school, behavioral health and child protective service systems, and other
interested parties to improve the well-being of children. This model has been adopted
by other counties.

FOSTERING CONNECTIONS TO SUCCESS AND INCREASING ADOPTIONS ACT
OF 2008

DCF and DOE delayed completion of this manual to incorporate key elements and
reference to educational stability legislation passed in New Jersey which serves to
implement the Federal Fostering Connections Act. These State and Federal laws
remove the barriers to educational stability for children placed in resource family homes.
See Appendix A-1, Joint Commissioner Memorandum i What You Need to Know About
the Educational Stability Law.

STATEI LEVEL COMMITMENT

DCF and DOE are committed to implementing a framework that promotes interagency
collaboration and communication to support educational stability and continuity for
children in out-of-home placement. This framework is modeled after the Blueprint for
Change, Education Success for Children in Foster Care, developed by the American
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at the State and local levels.

OVERSIGHT OF IMPLEMENTATION

DCF and DOE are committed to maintaining ongoing responsibility to sustain State-
level collaboration and promote implementation of the framework, including the training
of school personnel on the identification and reporting of child abuse and neglect.
Oversight may include 1) review of available student data; 2) periodic case reviews; 3)
feedback forums with school district and DCF staff; 4) Statewide meetings of county
entities facilitating local collaboration; and 5) problem-resolution strategies.




ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

First and foremost we acknowledge the New Jersey Child Welfare Citizen Review Panel
for their years of work focused on the needs of children under CP&P and DCF
supervision, particularly those in out-of-home placement, and the interface between the
education and child welfare systems needed to address these issues. Their work,
culminating in a dynamic roundtable discussion, resulted in the formation of a working
group, co-facilitated by the DOE and DCF, with the participation of key advocates and
community stakeholders.

The sample Memorandum of Agreement, the Interagency Guidance Manual and the
Standardized Training Program, Reporting Child Abuse and Neglect: What School
Personnel Need to Do, were developed through an effective collaboration among
education and child serving system partners.

The working group actively engaged in this collaborative work process over a period of
two and a half years. While many members had the opportunity to participate
throughout this process, others joined for periods of time. The input of each contributor
was relevant and valuable in the development of this guidance and training material.

We acknowledge the working group members for their commitment and contributions to
this initiative. This guidance manual is a reflection of their dedication and passion to
improve the educational and emotional outcomes for children in out-of-home care and
to train school district personnel in the identification and reporting of child abuse and
neglect. It is our expectation that, on behalf of these vulnerable children, the results of
this collaboration provide the impetus and guidance for effective, ongoing statewide
communication and collaboration among education and child serving system partners at
the State and local levels.

In addition to the participants of the working group, the work products received
considerable review, input and administrative support from a number of staff within the
DOE and DCF.




Department of Education i Department of Children and Families
Education Working Group Participants
2007-2010

Susan Martz, Co-Facilitator, Director, Office of Student Support Services, Department
of Education

Debra Stewart, Co-Facilitator, Director, Office of Education, Department of Children
and Families

*Lovell Pugh-Bassett, Ph.D., Special Support, County Education Specialist, Camden
County Office of Education, Department of Education

Rick Hager, Special Support, Policy and Practice Specialist, Office of Education,
Department of Children and Families

Karen Gagne, Special Support, State Responsible Student Service Coordinator,
Office of Education, Department of Children and Families

Lila Bernstein, Citizen Volunteer, Morris County Placement Review Board

Martha Brecher, Legal and Technical Assistance Director, Statewide Parent Advocacy
Network of New Jersey

Florence M. Calise, Supervisor of Guidance and Counseling T Grades 9-12, Clifton
School District

Colleen Cheeseman, Manager/Supervisor of Investigations, Institutional Abuse
Investigation Unit, Department of Children and Families

Mary E. Coogan, Esq., Assistant Director, Association for Children of New Jersey
Rachael R. Elkin, Supervising Attorney, Education Representative Project, Legal
Services of New Jersey

Thomas R. Farrell, Casework Supervisor, State Central Registry, Department of
Children and Families

Alan F. Ferraro, Director of Special Services, Brick Township Public Schools

Shirly C. Garth, NJ State Child Placement Advisory Council

Nicky Goodwine-Samuels, Director of Development and Communications, Foster and
Adoptive Family Services

*Mike Higginbotham, Cour t Liaison, Chi | drDeparbrent &y st em
Children and Families

*Christopher G. Jackson, Esq., Assistant Child Advocate, NJ Office of the Child
Advocate

*Keeva Kase, M.Div., Director of Program Services, Court Appointed Special
Advocates of New Jersey, Inc.

Liza M. Kirschenbaum, Associate Director, Court Appointed Special Advocates of New
Jersey, Inc.

Roberta Knowlton, Director, Office of School Linked Services, Division of Family and
Community Partnerships, Department of Children and Families

Brunilda Luciano, Regional Coordinator, Division of Family and Community
Partnerships, Department of Children and Families

Randi Mandelbaum, Clinical Professor of Law and Director, Child Advocacy Center,
Rutgers University School of Law - Newark

Mary M. McManus-Smith, Chief Section Counsel i Family Law, Legal Services of New
Jersey

Nancy Parello, Director, Policy and Communications, NJ Office of the Child Advocate
Nina Peckman, Staff Attorney, Association for Children of New Jersey




Susan Peters, Vice Principal, Clifton High School, Clifton Public Schools

Jennifer Rosen Valverde, Esq., MSW, Clinical Professor of Law, Special Education
Clinic, Rutgers University School of Law i Newark

*Robert Sabreen, Deputy Commissioner, Department of Children and Families
*Gabe Spiler, Assistant to the Deputy Director, Division of Child Protection and
Permanency, Department of Children and Families

Constance Thomas, Senior Executive Service, Division of Behavioral Health Services,
Department of Children and Families

*Lisa von Pier, Director, Division of Family and Community Partnerships, Department
of Children and Families

John Worthington, Acting Manager, Bureau of Policy and Planning, Office of Special
Education, Department of Education

Special thanks to Natasha Palmer (DOE) for organizing and developing the guidelines
from the MOA developed by the working group. Thanks also to Nancy Curry (DOE),
Tracy Nowlin (DCF) and Michele Safrin (DCF) for editing and providing expertise on the
guidance.

* Indicates a new job title that commenced after the working group was dissolved.




Table of Contents

Overview

HISTONICAl PEISPECIIVE ......eviiiii et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeennnes 2
MISSION STAEIMENT......ciiiiiiiiiiiiii ittt ettt e et e e e e e e eeeeees 3
0 = 1 3
Model Memorandum Of AQrEEMENT.........ciiii i i e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeaanes 3
Comprehensive Standardized TraiNiNg ............uuuiiiiieeeieieee e e e 4
Interagency GUIdanCe ManUAL ..............uuuiiiii it e e e e aaanns 4
Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008...................... 5
State-Level COMMUIMENT.........uuuiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiee bbb reaaessssssnsssnnnnnes 5
Oversight of IMPIEMENTALION .........coii i 5
ACKNOWIEAGEIMENLS ... . e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e eeaaa e e e eeeeeeennes 6

Interagency Guidelines

D=1 0110 o IS PP PP PPPPPPPP 12
Goal 17 Children Remain in Their Current School When in Their Best Interest........... 15
Goal 27 Children Enter School Ready t0 LEAIN ..............uuuuuuiuimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniennns 24
Goal 371 Children Receive Supports and SErVICES ..............uuuuuuriiimiiiimmiiiiiiiiiiiiiieniiieanns 26
Goal 41 Children Are Engaged, Empowered and Receive SUPpPOItS .............eeeevvennnnee 30
Goal 571 Children with Disabilities Are Located, Identified and Evaluated .................... 34
Goal 6 1 DCF and School Districts Communicate and Collaborate .............cccccccoeenns 37
Appendix

Appendix A: Model Memorandum of Agreement...........oocovvviiiiiiiiiiie e 45
Appendix A-1: Joint Commissioner Memorandum - What You Need to Know ............ 50

About the Educational Stability Law




Appendix A-2:

Appendix A-3:

Appendix A-4:

Appendix A-5:

Appendix A-6:

Appendix B:

Appendix C:

Appendix D:

Appendix E:
Appendix F:

Appendix G:

Appendix H:

Appendix I

Appendix J:

Appendix K:

Appendix L:
Appendix M:

Appendix N:

Office of Special Education Memorandum i Children Placed in

Resource Family HOMES .........oiiiiiiiiieeeeciie e 55
School Placement for Children in RESOUICEe.........cccoevvvvviiiiiiiieeeeeeeeaan, 57
Home Care (for Schools)

School Placement for Children in Out-of-Home Care................ccceeeee 59
(for Parents)

CP&P Policy 1400 - Educational Stability in the Life of a Child............. 61
ATACNMENT A-D@ ..t 67
AACNMENT A-BD ..o 69
ATACNMENT A-BC ..o eeaees 71
Uninterrupted SCholars ACE .........oovvviiiiiiiiiiiieeee 73
A Model for Collaboration Developed by the ...........cccccviiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnn. 74

Ocean County CIACC

CP&P Form5-16-Chi | dé6s Educ a.t.i.o.n.al...Rec/dr d
NJ DCF-DOE 1 School Registration for Out-of-Home.......................... 83
Care 1T Information for Caregivers and Educators

CP&P Form 5-49 7 Resource Family Parent Identification Letter ........ 84
Agency ldentification Letter ... 86
Sample School District Letter of Acknowledgement.............cccccvvvenneee 87

of Fiscal Responsibility

CP&P Form 25-651 District of Residence Determination Form........... 88
CP&P Form 11-1 71 Referral for Early Intervention ...................ccoeeeee. 91
System Services

CP&P Form 5-43 1 Transitional Plan for Adolescents.............cccc.evueee. 93
CP&P Form 5-62 7 Termination of Services to ...........ccccuuvvvvvvevennnnnne 100
Adolescent Client Letter

CP&P Form 5-66 1 Adolescent Case Closing Agreement.................. 103
CP&P Form 5-67 1 Adolescent Case Closing Checklist..................... 105
Joint Commissioner Letter T Standardized Training Materials: .......... 108

Reporting Child Abuse and Neglect: What School Personnel Need to Do




Appendix O:
Appendix P:
Appendix Q:
Appendix R:
Appendix S:
Appendix T:

Appendix U:

[ STSY 0 11 1 {7 = 110

Useful WeDbSIte LINKS .........ooiiiiiiii e 121
Helpful Hints for a Smooth Educational Transition .............ccccceeeee.n... 122

School Stability for Children in Resource Care .........ccccccceeeeieeeeeeennnns 123
CP&P Intake Process for Children in Resource Homes...................... 124
School District ReSponSIbIlities ..............uuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie 125
A @ TSP PP 126
129




Interagency Guidelines

DEFINITIONS

Caregiver: A person who is licensed by DCF to provide resource family care or is
employed by an agency to provide direct care and supervision for a child in a group
home, treatment home, teaching family home or supervised transitional living home.

Caregiver Agency: An organization which has received a certificate of approval from
the DCF Office of Licensing to operate one or more group homes, treatment homes,
teaching family homes, and/or supervised transitional living homes.

Care Management Organizations (CMOs): Agencies authorized by DCF Division of
Chil drends Sy@3O€)no provide @ dull \nge of treatment and support
services to children with the most complex needs. They work with child-family teams to
develop individualized service plans to assist the child to remain in his/her own
home/community or obtain alternate living arrangements, if necessary.

Case Manager: A chi |l dds assi gne cCP&Paisother siaenaatigoazed f r o m
agency (Youth Case Management/YCM, Care Management Organization/CMO or

Uni fied Care Management/ UCM) who faci-bfitates
home setting and has supervision of said child.

Charter School: Public schools that are operated under a charter granted by the
Commissioner of Education, that are independent of the district board of education and
that are managed by a board of trustees.

Child: For the purpose of this manual, a child is a person from birth through age 21
that is eligible for early intervention or entitled to receive educational programs and
services in accordance with Federal or State law or regulation.

DCF: New Jersey State Department of Children and Families (DCF) was created in July
2006 as New Jersey's first Cabinet agency devoted exclusively to serving and
safeguarding the most vulnerable children and families in the state. DCF includes:

A Child Protection and Permanency

AChi | dSystamdkCare

A Family and Community Partnerships

A Office of Adolescent Services

A Office of Education

A Child Welfare Training Academy

A Centralized Child Abuse/Neglect Hotline

Within the context of this interagency guidance manual, DCF refers to any DCF state
employee (e.g. CP&P case worker) or DCF authorized agent (e.g. CMO, YCM, UCM
case worker) providing services to youth.

District of Residence: The #Adi strict of residenceo for <ch
homes prior to September 9, 2010, is the school district where the resource family
parents reside. On or after September 9, 2010, children placed in resource home care




or moved from one resource home to another, 1
district of the parent or guardian with whom the child lived prior to the most recent

placement in resource home care per N.J.S.A. 18A:7B-12. For children placed in a non-
resource family home, the Adistrict of reside
resides.

Educational Stability: Continuation in the present school for a child placed in a
resource family home or other out-of-home placement unless it is determined that this is
not in the best interest of the child.

Family Team Meeting: A meeting conducted by a CP&P case manager where the
people who make wup a familyods ethera Relatves, suppo
friends and others from the community who might offer support to the family are invited

(i.e., informal and formal supports). Depending on their age, children may also attend.

At the meeting, the creation of a plan is discussed that will provide safety, stability, well-

being and permanency for the family, and especially the children. The team will work

together to identify how each member will help the family to meet their goals. CSOC

case managers also utilize the Family Team Meeting model for service planning. In all
meetings involving school age <children, stud
services are addressed.

Group Home Category Placement: Any public or private establishment other than a
resource home that provides board, lodging, care and treatment services on a 24-hour
basis to 12 or fewer children in a homelike, community-based setting. Included in this
category are group homes, treatment homes, teaching family homes and supervised
transitional living programs.

Individual Habilitation Plan: A plan for people with developmental disabilities that
includes a statement of the long-term habilitation goals and the intermediate objectives
relating to the attainments of such goals.

Law Guardian: An attorney admitted to the practice of law in New Jersey, regularly
employed by the Office of the Public Defender or appointed by the court, and
designated to represent minors in alleged cases of child abuse or neglect and in
termination of parental rights proceedings per N.J.S.A. 9:6-8.21.

NJ SMART SID Number: The individual student identification number (SID) assigned
by the New Jersey Department of Education for the student-level database and
warehouse.

Out-of-Home Placement: A temporary placement for a child, made by a State agency
(CP&P) or State authorized agency (Youth Case Management/YCM, Care Management
Organization/CMO or Unified Care Management), in a group home category placement
or resource family home, where care of the child is deemed necessary to protect the
chil dés sabeng.y and well




Parent: The natural parent, adoptive parent, or an appointed surrogate parent. Unless
parental rights have been terminated by a court of appropriate jurisdiction, the parent
retains all rights pertaining to N.J.A.C. 6A:14.

Parental Consent: Agreement in writing from the parent having legal responsibility for
educational decision making under N.J.A.C. 6A:14-2.2. The district must ensure that
consent is informed and voluntary.

Resource Family Home: A private residence, otherthanac hi | drends group
treatment home, teaching family home or supervised transitional living program, in

which board, lodging, care and temporary out-of-home placement services are provided

by a resource family parent on a 24-hour basis under the auspices of CP&P.

School Based Youth Services Program (SBYSP): Located in elementary, middle and
high schools, SBYSP were developed to remove non-academic barriers to learning as a
means to enhance student academic success. Each program offers a unique blend of
services determined by the needs of the population served to help students stay in
school, graduate, and obtain skills leading to employment. Core services include
behavioral health and substance abuse counseling, access to primary and preventative
health services, mentoring, skill-enrichment activities and learning support services.

School District:  Any local municipal, consolidated or regional school district
established pursuant to N.J.S.A.18A (or a district under full state intervention pursuant
to N.J.S.A 18A:7A-34) having a Board of Education and operated with public funding.

Unified Case Management: Agenci es aut hordS@e w provige tieCF 6 s
combined services of the CMO (described above) and YCM (described below).

Youth Case Management (YCM): Agencies aut horCGS@&tw offery DCFO
services for moderately at-risk children and youth who do not meet the intensive care
requirements of CMOs. Services include assessment, monitoring and coordination of

services to enable children to remain at home or obtain alternate living arrangements, if

necessary.




GOAL 171 Children Remain in Their Current School When in Their Best Interest

The Federal Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008
(P.L. 110-351) requires the provision of educational stability. In addition, New Jersey
law (P.L. 2010,c.69) furt her requires that school
school stability through continuation of current school placement when a child enters a
resource home placement or moves from one resource home to another, if it is in the
chil dés best educatioeal seakility shouldbé aossidered and advocated for
in each instance of out-of-home placement and, under state law, is required for a child
in a resource family home placement.

Maintaining school stability is pr esumed to be i n t huslessithis
determined that a child should transfer to the school district in which the resource home
is located. For a child in a resource family home, DCF will make reasonable efforts to
consult with the child, his/her parents or guardian, affected school districts, and the
c hi lagr Gusrdian. For a child in a non-resource family home, this determination will
be made through collaboration of all relevant parties previously listed above. During this
determination process, the child will remain in his/her current school placement. Any
decision to keep the child in the current school district will be reviewed at regular
intervals to ensure the current school
interest.

Know the Facts?:

- More than 50% of school-age children in foster care have been retained at least one year in
school.

- Youth in foster care who experience one fewer placement change per year are almost twice as
likely to graduate from high school.

- A child who changes schools more than twice is 50% more likely to drop out of school.

- School-age children in foster care attend an average of nine different schools by the age of 18.

di st

pl ace

- Every time a child changes a family or foster placement, he/she loses up to six months of ground.

- 30-50% of youth exit the foster care system without a high school diploma or GED.
- High school drop outs are eight times more likely to be incarcerated.
- High school drop outs are 40% more likely to be on public assistance.

-Fewer than 2% of youth formerly in foster
25, compared with 24% of the general population.

- 30% of the nation's homeless adults report foster care history.

- More than 20% of foster youth are homeless at least one night within one-to-five years after
exiting the foster care system (some studies show up to 60%).

- The estimated cost to society of one youth who drops out and turns to crime & drugs is $1.7 to
$2.3 million.

% Valverde, Jennifer Rosen Esq., MSW. (2011 Oct. 4). Mesiing The Educational Needs Of Children In
Out-Of-Ho me P | a c et nggov/dcf/documents/divisions/dyfs/training%20 dayl.pdf
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http://www.nj.gov/dcf/documents/divisions/dyfs/training%20_day1.pdf

GOAL 171 Children Remain in Their Current School When in Their Best Interest

How 1 s fib e sdeteimmeéedeundersthedNew Jersey Educational Stability Act
(N.J.S.A. 30:4C-26B)?

When a child enters out-of-home placement, the Division of Child Protection and
Permanency (CP&P) makes the decision on whether or not the child should remain in
his/her current school. Fact ors consi dered when detern
include, but are not limited to: a) safety considerations; b) the proximity of the resource
family home or other out-of-h o me pl acement to the chil do
grade level of the child as it relates to the other best interest factors; d) the needs of the
child, including social adjustment and well-being; e)thechi | déds prefere
performance, continuity of education and engagement in the school the child presently
attends; g) the c hjpréogcamnsing § thescbild B tlassfiddyh) the poiot
of time inthes c h o o | year ; i) the childbés per man
the anticipated duration of the current placement; and k) such other factors as provided by
regulation of the Commissioner of DCF pursuant to N.J.S.A. 30:4C-26b.

If ... then... andé

Achildentersout- |- CP&P st aff or t|- CP&P will provide notice to the
of-home caregiver must immediately appropriate schools of the
placement and enroll the child in the school decision, utilizing CP&P Form 5-
remaining in where the resource family 72, Educational Stability School
his/her current home is located. District Notification.

school does

- CP&P will notify the parent and
law guardian in writing of the
school placement decision within
2 business days.

present a
significant safety
concern or a
significant and
immediate
detriment ( e.g.,
extraordinary
distance; N.J.S.A:
304C-26, CP&P
Field Operations
Casework Policy
and Procedures
Manual IID
1400.7)



http://manuals.dyfs.dhs.state.nj.us/view/topic/manuals/4online/IV.DYFS_Form_5.72.html
http://manuals.dyfs.dhs.state.nj.us/view/topic/manuals/4online/IV.DYFS_Form_5.72.html

GOAL 17

Children Remain in Their Current School When in Their Best Interest

If ...

then...

andé

A child enters out-
of-home
placement and
remaining in the
current school
does not present
a significant
safety concern or
a significant and
immediate
detriment
(N.J.S.A: 304C-
26, CP&P Field
Operations
Casework Policy
and Procedures
Manual IID
1400.7)

- CP&P has five business days to

make an assessment to
determine if remaining in the
same school S
best interest, and during that
time the child will remain in
his/her current school.

- CP&P will provide notice to the

appropriate schools of the
decision, utilizing CP&P Form 5-
72, Educational Stability School
District Notification.

- CP&P will immediately notify the
parent and law guardian, in
writing, of the school placement
decision.

- If the decision is to change the
chil dds schoallbw
five business days for either
party to file an application with
the family court if they choose to
contest the school placement
decision.

- Every effort is made to make

sure that the transfer coincides
with a naturally occurring break.

The parent or law
guardian files an
application within
five business days
of the notification
of a change in
school placement
contesting the
change

The child must continue to attend
his/her current school until the
court makes the final decision
(N.J.S.A. 30:4C-26b).

CP&P continues to be responsible
for transportation until the court
makes a final decision, at which
time responsibility for
transportation transfers to the
school district.

An application
contesting the
school change is
not filed within five
business days

The child must be immediately
enrolled in the new school.

CP&P must ensure that the
resource parents immediately
enroll each school-age child in
school and ensure that the child
receives an education [P.L. 110-
351].



http://manuals.dyfs.dhs.state.nj.us/view/topic/manuals/4online/IV.DYFS_Form_5.72.html
http://manuals.dyfs.dhs.state.nj.us/view/topic/manuals/4online/IV.DYFS_Form_5.72.html
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Children Remain in Their Current School When in Their Best Interest

How can we help insure a seamless transition with immediate enrollment and
placement in the new school without delay, consistent with State and Federal law?
Collaboration and the sharing of information is the key.

DCF Responsibilities

SCHOOL DISTRICT Responsibilities

1. Once CP&P has made a determination
that a child will be placed in an out-of-
home placement and will be attending a
school outside of the current school
district, CP&P s h a | | obtain
transfercardand gi ve it t
caregiver (N.J.A.C. 10:122B-41).

2. CP&P shall compile educational records
for each school-aged child initially
entering an out-of-home placement and
provide a copy to the caregiver (N.J.A.C.
10:122D-2.6(b)4; CP&P Form 5-16,

q

Chil dés Education). Rg
3. Every caregiver agency requires the
childds school trans;g

record, available student records, and a
letter of acknowledgement of fiscal
responsibility fromthep ar ent 6 s
residence or a District of Residence
Determination letter from the Department
of Education, as part of its admission
packet. (Appendix G: Sample School
District Letter of Acknowledgement of
Fiscal Responsibility or Appendix H:
District of Determination Form).

. One of the following documents should be
provided to schools to assist in student
registration and/or enroliment:

a. A Resource Parent Identification
Letter provided by a CP&P worker
(Appendix E: CP&P 5-49)

b. A Sample Agency Letter provided by
a CSOC contracted provider
(Appendix F)

5A chil dbés caregiver
residency in order to enroll and/or register
a child.

(

1. The current school district transfers the
original mandated student records directly
to the new school district in accordance
with N.J.A.C. 6A:32-7.5(f). Upon request,
the school district provides CP&P copies
of, or access to, the student record.

2. School districts must request student
records within two weeks of student
enroliment and require the district of last
attendance to forward records within ten
days of receiving a request (N.J.A.C.
6A:32-7.5(f)10; N.J.S.A. 18A:36-19a;
N.J.S.A. 18A:36-25.1).

. Each school district must have registration
forms and registration procedures
consistent with State law. School districts
must not require any additional
information, prohibited or otherwise, for
registration purposes (N.J.A.C. 6A:22-
4.1). Required documents for registration
are limited to:

a. Foster/Resource Family Parent
Identification letter or other agency
letter pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:22-4.1
(Appendix E: Resource Parent
Identification Letter and Appendix F:
Sample Agency ldentification Letter).

b. Caregiver proof of residency:
School districts must accept, as proof
of a childbés addre
of documents that establish residency,
including deeds, leases, mortgages,
utility bills or other documents
(N.J.A.C. 6A:22-3.4).

. School districts must admit a child upon
registration and submission of proof that
the child had received necessary
immunizations. A child has the right to
attend school. School districts must not
delay or deny attendance based on its
non-receipt of:
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6. A childbds educati ¢ aA certified copy o
considered in any and all changes to the certificate or other proof of identity.
c hi | dd-Bome placement. This is required within 30 days of initial

enrollment (N.J.A.C. 6A:22-4.1(9);
N.J.S.A. 18A:36-25.1).

b. Medical information, although
attendance at school may be deferred
while awaiting immunization records
(N.J.A.C. 6A:22-4.1(h); N.J.A.C. 8:57-
4).

c.The childbds prior
pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:22-4.1(i).

5. All school districts have a transfer card
system in place, whi
NJ SMART number and immunization
record, and provide transfer cards to DCF
in person or by fax when children are
transferring schools.

Joint Responsibilities:
Relevant staff of the school district, DCF and the caregiver/caregiver agency must be
appropriately trained by their respective agency or via collaborative cross-training on
enrollment procedures (N.J.A.C. 6A:16-11.1(a)6). Districts should refer to the school
registration flyer specifying the registration requirements for children in out-of-home
placement (Appendix D).

What constitutes proof that a child has received his/her necessary
immunizations?

The parent/guardian must provide either a printed copy of the vaccine
record or the childdés New Jersey I
registry number. The NJIIS is the official Immunization Registry per the
Statewide Immunization Registry Act (N.J.A.C. 8:57-3), pursuant to N.J.S.A.
26:4-131 et seq. (P.L. 2004, c. 138). For more information on the NJIIS you
can visit http://nj.gov/health/cd/documents/njiis_mandate faq.pdf



http://nj.gov/health/cd/documents/njiis_mandate_faq.pdf
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Who is responsible for providing educational services to the child and who is
responsible for funding it?

1. For a child placed in a group home category placement, the district in which the child
currently resides is responsible for providing educational services to the child. Based
upon the fAlesgterimitnan e otn, 0 DCF wi | | i dent
servicest o a child placed in a resour ceo fiasmi
responsible for funding educational services (N.J.S.A. 30:4C-26(c); P.L. 2010, c.69A).

2. Prior to placing a child in a group home category placement, DCF, or its authorized
agent, must inform the school district (where the parent or guardian with whom the child
|l ived beforeotbeaecphpi hdésmeou) of t ha-homéi |
placement. DCF, or their authorized agent, must obtain a letter of intent to fund the
chil dés education fr oMAppandixec).di strict of r

Who is the District of Residence?

1. The fidi striotfof ckbsldeaeanepl acedpriorto reso
September 9, 2010, is the school district where the resource family resides. The
Adi strict of residenceo for chnorafteen pl a
September 9, 2010, is the school district where the parent or guardian resides (N.J.S.A.
18A:7B-12).

2. The fAdistriotfof aeshidkdcp]l -esoerck famiyy hdn€ Such
as a group home or residential school) is the present district of residence of the parent or
guardian with whom the child lived prior to the most recent placement (N.J.S.A.18A:7B-
12(by).

What happens when there is a funding dispute?
The enroliment and delivery of service to children in out-of-home placement should not

be delayed due to funding disputes. When a school district denies financial
responsibility for a child or the school district cannot be identified (parental rights are
terminated; parents are deceased; parents reside out-of-state; parents are missing; or
parents are in a State facility), DCF, or their authorized agent, shall submit a District of
Residence Determination request to the DCF Office of Education. The DCF Office of
Education shall transfer the request to the DOE, which will make an official
determination and notify the responsible district (Appendix H).
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What happens when the childbds parents magve to
When DCEF learns that the parent(s) of a child in out-of-home placement has moved to

another school district, DCF, or their authorized agent, should advise the district where

the child resides, that tOhéd aparcdmtngliesdil di|DICrFi, c
authorized agent, will assist the parent in registering the child in the new district or

completing a District of Residence Determination Form (CP&P Policy 803.8 and

1400.8).

Who is responsible for transporting the child to school?
For children placed in out-of-home placement, the district of residence is responsible for
the provision of school transportation in accordance with N.J.S.A. 30:4C-26(c).
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How can we minimize the loss of credits and promote credit attainment?

1. By following requirements:

1 School districts must ensure that every child has a complete and cumulative
transcript, accurately reflecting the
through graduation (N.J.A.C. 6A:8-4.2(d)).

1 School districts need to provide opportunities for children to fill in gaps in credits
toward timely high school graduation, and must provide children the opportunity to
meet graduation credit requirements, in whole or part, through non-traditional
programs and activities (N.J.A.C. 6A:8-5.1(a)2i; N.J.A.C. 6A:8-5.2).

1 School districts must provide children the opportunity to meet High School Proficiency
Assessment (HSPA) competency through repeated administrations of the HSPA and
administration of the Alternative High School Assessment (AHSA) (N.J.A.C. 6A:8-
5.1(f)).

i State operated and contracted residential facilities in which children are placed and
receiving educational services under the State Facilities Education Act must transfer
student records and final progress reports to the district of residence to ensure full
and appropriate credit for coursework completed (N.J.A.C. 6A:17-3.7(d))

2. By looking at multiple options to support students:

1 All children must receive full or partial credit for previously completed coursework.

1 School districts need to facilitate continuity in instruction for individual students across
districts to ensure that they successfully achieve course competencies and meet
State graduation requirements.

1 School districts should make every effort to transfer credits, provide partial credits,
and offer opportunities for children to make up school work and/or demonstrate
course proficiency to earn credits. School districts should provide maximum flexibility
to support credit attainment and progress toward high school graduation. Students
should not be penalized by loss of credit or grade retention due to school transfers.

1 School districts need to create policies that allow for flexibility, when there is not a
reasonable opportunity to complete local requirements, in order to meet state
standards for children who enroll in the district toward the end of their high school
careers.

c hi
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Children Remain in Their Current School When in Their Best Interest

What kinds of supports and services should we provide to children?

DCF, DOE and school districts should provide children with supplemental supports and
services, including individual tutoring, remedial instruction and other resources
necessary to ensure educational success.

DCF Responsibilities

SCHOOL DISTRICT Responsibilities

1.

DCF gathers information relevant to a
childbdés educationa
and provides this information to school
districts.

. If services are not available through the

school district (e.g. counseling,
tutoring, mentoring, etc.), DCF will
provide children who have an unmet
educational need with necessary
supplemental services to ensure
educational success (N.J.A.C.
10:122D-2.8).

DCF ensures that caregivers/caregiver
agencies address the educational
needs of children in their care and
ensures that children receive needed
supports and services.

1. School districts must provide
appropriate instruction to children
performing below established
standards of proficiency to improve
their performance (N.J.A.C. 6A:8-
4.3(c)).

2. Schools identified as priority and focus
schools will work with the Regional
Achievement Centers to determine
which interventions will be used
pursuant to the approved Elementary
and Secondary Education Act (ESEA)
flexibility waiver.

3. School district web sites and written
materials should clearly identify any
and all available student support
services such as tutoring, summer
school, homework help and after
school programs.

4. School districts should offer training to

parents and caregivers/caregiver
agencies on how to participate in and
support the education of children in
their care.




GOAL 21 Children Enter School Ready to Learn

DCF must ensure that children under age three who fall into the following three groups
are referred to the Early Intervention System (EIS) for an evaluation: 1) children
involved in a case of child abuse or neglect substantiated by CP&P; 2) children
identified as affected by substance abuse or withdrawal symptoms resulting from
prenatal drug exposure; and 3) children who have experienced trauma due to exposure
to family violence (20 U.S.C. 1437(a)(6); 42 U.S.C. 5106a(a)(14); 42 U.S.C.

5106a(b)(2)(B)(xxi).

How can we ensure that children enter school ready to learn?

Irrespective of the mandatory EIS referral, DCF must identify all children under age
three with, or suspected of having, developmental delay(s), or a high probability of
developing such delay(s), as early as possible and refer them to the EIS for an

evaluation.

DCF Responsibilities

SCHOOL DISTRICT Responsibilities

1. DCF must ensure that children are
referred for health exams and to the
EIS as necessary and in a timely
fashion.

2. CP&P must ensure that every child has
a Comprehensive Medical Examination

(CME) or a Comprehensive Health
Evaluation for Children (CHEC) within
30 days of placement in an out-of-

home setting. CME and CHEC are not

substitutes for an EIS evaluation, but
may indicate the need for such an
evaluation.

3. DCF must ensure that children have

medical examinations at the frequency

recommended by pediatric guidelines.

1. Districts that become aware of children
that may need early intervention
services promptly refer the parents to
CP&P or EIS.

How can DOE and DCF assure that all children receiving EIS have a smooth
transition into the educational system at age three and receive appropriate

special education services if eligible?

DCF Responsibilities

SCHOOL DISTRICT Responsibilities

1. CP&P must ensure that a written
request for initial evaluation is
forwarded to the district at least 120
days prior to the preschooler attaining
age three (N.J.A.C. 6A:14-3.3(e)2).

1. The school district must ensure that a
child study team member of the district
board of education participates in the
preschool transition planning
conference arranged by the designated
service coordinator from the early
intervention system (N.J.A.C. 6A:14-
3.3(e)l).
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How do we help young children adjust to an educational environment?

1. DCF must ensure that all case plans for children between the ages of three
and five consider the need for preschool or an early childhood program and
the need for any developmental or mental health supports.

DCF must ensure that the caregiver enrolls each child, age three to kindergarten in
a pre-school program with an age appropriate educational component.

If the current school district in which the child resides offers preschool, DCF should
inform that districtofthe chi | dés need for preschoo

DCF, the school district and parent/caregivers together develop a plan for how and
where the child will receive preschool services.

2. DCF must ensure that caregivers/caregiver agencies for children ages birth to
five receive information on their medical and developmental needs.

Upon placement of a child in out-of-home care, CP&P must provide the
caregiver/caregiver agency informationonthechild s medi cal and
needs.

DCF may share relevant information with: the caregiver/caregiver agency
authorized to care for, treat, or supervise a child who is the subject of a child abuse
report; a parent; or both, when the information is needed in connection with the
provision of care, treatment, or supervision to such child or such parent (N.J.S.A.
9:6-8.10a(b)5).

Relevant information includes: the reason for out-of-home care; unusual incidents
in the child's life which impact the care s/he needs; the child's relationship with
his/her birth/adoptive family; psychological or behavioral problems of the child; and
the child's complete medical history.

3. DCF and school districts need to work together to help children who are first
entering schools after the age of six to successfully adjust to the educational
environment. Note: Special attention and planning is necessary for each child
who is an English language learner; is an immigrant; was previously home
schooled; or has not had prior access to education.




GOAL 371 Children Receive Supports and Services to Participate in All Aspects
of School and to Prevent School Dropout, Truancy and Disciplinary

Actions

DCEF, its authorized agents, and school districts must inform children of their entitlement
to participate in all aspects of the school experience, including educational programs,
extracurricular activities and social events.
districts must encourage children to participate and provide them with appropriate
supports to do so (N.J.A.C. 6A:7-1.1; N.J.A.C. 6A:7-1.4; N.J.A.C. 6A:7-1.7; N.J.A.C.

10:122D-2.6; and N.J.S.A. 18A:36-23).

DCF, its authorized agents, and school

school experience?

How can DCF and DISTRICTS help youth participate in all aspects of the

DCF Responsibilities

SCHOOL DISTRICT Responsibilities

1. DCF will support
childrenods
participation in
extracurricular
programs, services
and activities by
exploring all available
resources.

1. Upon enrolliment, the school district identifies the
chil dés past i nvol vaetmtes
and current interests to match the child with
available programs, activities, etc.

2. Within the first two weeks of enrollment, the school
district provides a list of programs, services,
planned events, and extracurricular activities to
children and their parents/caregivers.

decisions?

What other factors should be considered when making educational

School districts should consider the social and emotional circumstances
surrounding the lives of children in out-of-home care in all educational decision-
making, including discipline.

DCF Responsibilities

SCHOOL DISTRICT Responsibilities

1. CP&P may release
information to
school professional
staff for the care,
treatment and
supervision of
children (N.J.S.A
9:6-8.10a).

1. School districts provide children with access to

school counselors and other school staff
experienced in working with children who have been
abused or neglected.

. School districts investigate and use available

research on educating children who have
experienced trauma and provide staff training on
awareness, sensitivity and integration in the
instructional process.

. School districts should use appropriate and effective
strategies, and access proper school and
community-based resources, to assess, prevent,
and intervene where children exhibit maladaptive or
disruptive behaviors, including when disciplinary
measures are being considered.
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of School and to Prevent School Dropout, Truancy and Disciplinary

Actions

2. CP&P will be 4. School districts need to
familiar with the stability by exhausting appropriate supports and
disciplinary services prior to placing children into a different
procedures outlined school program, unless otherwise required by law or
in N.J.A.C. 6A:14- regulation.
2.8 to be able to a. School districts must establish and implement a
advocate for coordinated system, using a multidisciplinary
appropriate approach, for the delivery of intervention and
disciplinary referral services (I&RS) to assist children who are
methods. experiencing learning, behavior or health

3. CP&P will difficulties. If provided for children receiving

special education, the services must be

coordinate, as coordinated with the <ch

appropriate, . _

activities among the appropriate (N.J.A.C. 6A:16-8.1).

school personnel, b. According to N.J.A.C. 6A:16-8.2, the I&RS team

the resource must:

parents and the I. ldentify learning, behavior and health

parent (N.J.A.C. difficulties of students;

10:122D-2.6(h). ii. Provide support, guidance and professional
development to school staff who participate in
each buildingdsgangste

providing I&RS ;

iii. Coordinate the access to and delivery of
school resources and services for achieving
the outcomes identified in the I&RS action
plans; and

iv. Coordinate the services of community-based
social and health provider agencies and other
community resources for achieving the
outcomes identified in the I&RS action plans.

Joint Responsibilities:

DCF and school districts provide support services to acclimate children to the
new school environment.
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How can we better engage children at risk of truancy or dropping out?

Children Receive Supports and Services to Participate in All Aspects

of School and to Prevent School Dropout, Truancy and Disciplinary

Actions

DCF and school districts must provide programs and support to children at risk of
truancy or dropping out to engage them in school.

DCF Responsibilities

SCHOOL DISTRICT Responsibilities

1.

DCF must ensure that
caregivers/caregiver agencies are
aware that they are required to
ensure childrenods

attendance, encourage good study
habits, monitor educational
progress, attend school conferences
and meet with school personnel for
periodic reviews (N.J.A.C. 10:122C-
6.3; N.J.A.C. 10:128-6.7).

1. School districts should inform

parents, caregivers/caregiver
agencies of their duty to ensure that
children 16 and under attend school
regularly (N.J.A.C. 6A:16-7.8).

. School districts must develop

procedures to identify at-risk
students (N.J.A.C. 6A:16-7.8).

. When a school district identifies that

a child is at risk of truancy or
dropping out, they should contact
the parent, and caregiver/caregiver
agency to discuss and determine
the causes and to develop a
behavioral support plan (BSP) to
address the behaviors of concern
(e.g. absenteeism, substance
abuse, and/or a pattern of
classroom disruption). The school
district should invite the DCF
caseworker or DCF authorized
agent to participate in the
development of the plan. This plan
may include alternative education
programs, counseling, tutoring and
extracurricular activities to engage
the child in school.

Joint Responsibilities:

DCEF, their authorized agents, and the school district must work together to
monitor implementation of the BSP when a child is identified as at-risk.
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of School and to Prevent School Dropout, Truancy and Disciplinary

Actions
DCF Responsibilities SCHOOL DISTRICT Responsibilities
1. DCF will assist youth and their 1. School districts must provide
caregiver/caregiver agency to children exiting grade 12 without a
understand their right to reenroll and diploma the opportunity for
to develop a plan to complete their continued high school enroliment to
education. age 20, or until the requirements for
a State-endorsed diploma have
been met, whichever comes first
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-5.2(b)1).
DCF Responsibilities SCHOOL DISTRICT Responsibilities
1. DCF must provide out-of-school 1. The I&RS team consults with the
supports (e.g. drug and alcohol district liaison to facilitate
intervention and mental health collaboration with the CP&P liaison
referral services) if available, when to identify out-of-school
specific services are identified interventions.
pursuant to N.J.A.C. 10:122D-2.8.




GOAL 471 Children Are Engaged in Their Education, Are Empowered to Advocate
for Their Educational Needs and Pursuits, and Receive Supports and
Services to Ensure a Successful Transition into Adulthood.

DCF and school di stricts need to i denti fy a
knowl edgeabl e in educational opportunities,
investment in education, and who helps the child plan for his or her education, including
post-secondary training, employment, and/or college.

What input do children have in their education?
School districts and DCF must empower children to advocate for themselves regarding
their educational needs.

DCF Responsibilities SCHOOL DISTRICT Responsibilities
1. DCF case managers must share 1. School districts share with the child
information, as appropriate, with the information on the nature of his/her
child as it relates to a school transfer disability; learning styles and needs;
and the support services that are available educational programs; and
available to support the child in his/her resources to the extent that this
transition to a new school placement. i nformation wil|l S
learning and success. This information
Is shared clearly, with sensitivity, and
takes into account
developmental age.

Joint Responsibilities:
1. DCF and school districts take steps to ensure that children participate, as
appropriate, in meetings addressing their education. Note: Children must not be
penalized for any educational time missed for participating in these meetings.

2. DCFandschooldistri ct s sol i cit and consider ¢
and seek their input in matters relating to their education, including when
potential placement changes could require a change in schools.

What resources are available for a child in out-of-home placement to pursue post-
secondary education?

CP&P offers eligible children, in out-of-home placement, who are pursuing post-
secondary educational opportunities necessary support based on available resources
such as: housing; food; other daily living expenses, including during school vacations
and school breaks; and all school-related expenses.

1. CP&P provides resource parents with a standard board rate for adolescents
placed in their home who are 18 to 21 years old. This includes adolescents who
are working, and/or going to school. Resource parents are paid on a per-diem
basis for adolescents who return to the resource home on a temporary basis
during college breaks and dorm closures (CP&P Field Operations Casework
Policy and Procedures Manual 1IB 403.11).
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for Their Educational Needs and Pursuits, and Receive Supports and
Services to Ensure a Successful Transition into Adulthood.

2. CP&P must make available temporary vacation placement for adolescents, as
well as youth age 17 and older, who were in an out-of-home placement prior to
attending college, who leave that placement to attend school, and may require
temporary placement in a resource home during school breaks, dorm closures,
or for other reasons, such as illness. The temporary placement is not to exceed
150 calendar days unless approved by the local office manager, in 30-day
increments.

3. Contingent upon funding, DCF shall offer the "Transitions for Youth Summer
Housing and Internship Program” (TFY-SHIP) each summer which provides
quality housing (in college dormitories), paid summer internship positions, life
skills workshops and recreational activities for a limited number of students
receiving a New Jersey Foster Care (NJFC) scholarship. Young adults receiving
NJFC scholarships are required to show legitimate need for summer housing.
This program takes place at Rutgers (New Brunswick, Camden, and Newark)
and Montclair State University. DCF shall also offer any other related
programming and activities to the youth.

4. DCF must ensure that all eligible children who have interest in post-secondary
education are referred in a timely manner to the New Jersey Foster Care
Scholars program, which includes Ne w J e rugianyeé waiver program.
Perspective eligible students must be provided with any and all information on
scholarships, grants, and financial aid.

5. DCF must ensure that each child accepted into a post-secondary educational
program receives timely assistance in completing financial aid applications.

What is a DCF Transitional Plan?

A DCF transitional plan is used to promote permanency and
independence for adolescents by proactively and collaboratively
planning for their self-sufficiency in order to support a successful

transition to adulthood.
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Services to Ensure a Successful Transition into Adulthood.

AN
4 A

What is included in a DCF transitional plan?
The transitional planisdevel oped based on the chil dods
minimum, must include: (1) life goals; (2) career goals; (3) educational goals, including post-
secondary planning; (4) permanency goals; (5) health care issues; (6) basic life skill issues;
and (7) resource allocation (Appendix J).

The plan must also include necessary coursework, skills training, internships/apprenticeships
and/or test taking and extracurricularoppor t uni ti es to ensure t|
pursue post-secondary goals.

_ J

~

DCF Responsibilities SCHOOL DISTRICT Responsibilities

1. DCEF refers all children at age 14, or as 1. School districts ensure that appropriate
soon as possible thereatfter, to life skills school staff attends the transition
classes and provides necessary planning meeting, if invited.
transportation.
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When can CP&P close the case of a youth and what are some key steps?
CP&P must keep open the cases of all children until they turn 21, unless a child
affirmatively requests that his/her case be closed, or the child refuses CP&P
services and CP&P has given proper notice that the case will be closed.

1. CP&P mustnot automatically cl oséd bighdayaund upon t
the youth turns 21 years of age, CP&P must actively engage the youth in
planning for his or her future, including continued involvement with CP&P
(N.J.S.A. 30:4C-2.3; CP&P Field Operations Casework Policy and Procedures
Manual 1I1B 403.4 Services to Adolescents Age 18-21).

2. CP&Pmay close a yout hos “bighdaginpntytwor t o hifs/ h
situations:

a. the youth refuses services or requests services be terminated, despite
attempts to actively engage the youth;
or
b. the youth and CP&P mutually agree that the youth is no longer in need of
services or support from CP&P (CP&P Field Operations Casework Policy and
Procedures Manual IIB 403.13 Services to Adolescents Age 18-21).

3. CP&P must attempt to schedule a team meeting prior to closing a case and
ensure that the youth is connected to caring adults and supportive services
(youth may decline a family team meeting). The transition plan must be reviewed
and updated with the youth to ensure that the youth clearly understands the
expanded services available to assist him/her in becoming a productive adult. It
is also important to engage the youth in discussion around the Medicaid
extension program as well as discussion about his/her future.

4. CP&P must provide the youth with written notification of case closure at least two
mont hs prior to cl osi ng nmustalvisg heiyouthdoE c a s/e .
his/her right to keep his/her case open, and in the event the case is closed, the
right to have his/her case reopened up to his/her 21* birthday (CP&P Field
Operations Casework Policy and Procedures Manual 11B 403.15 Services to
Adolescents Age 18-21; Appendix K; Appendix L; Appendix M).
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School districts and DCF work together to locate and identify children with disabilities to
ensure that there are no interruptions in special education and related services. In
addition, school districts and DCF ensure that children with suspected educational
disabilities are evaluated, referred and receive the appropriate corresponding services.

Who makes educational decisions on behalf of children with disabilities?
DCF and school districts must ensure that all children with disabilities in out-of-home
care havea f p ato advoctate on their behalf and make educational decisions °.

The term fAparent 0 f or edodation athd related sericesis v i n g
defined as the childbés biological/ adopt:i
biological/adoptive parent has had his/her right to make educational decisions for the
chiidter mi nated, or 1is not att e @p.R.iI30080),then thec
foll owing individuals may serve as the i

a.Legal guardian;

b.Foster/resource parent if willing to so serve;

c.Person acting in place of a parent (such as a relative caregiver with whom the child

lives); or
d.Surrogate parent in accordance with 34 C.F.R. 300.30(b)(1) and N.J.A.C. 6A:14-2.2.

DCF Responsibilities | SCHOOL DISTRICT Responsibilities

1. School districts must ensure that all required written
notices are provided to parents pursuant to the
requirements at N.J.A.C. 6A:14 and, when required, to
students. School districts must also ensure that all
appropriate school staff attend meetings of the child study
team, IEP team and 504 team as required by law.

2. School districts identify persons with knowledge of the child
and/or with particular expertise and invite such person(s) to
meetings of the IEP team, and permit the parent to do the
same.

Joint Responsibilities:

1. DCF and school districts must expeditiously identify the person to serve in the role
of fApar end®s feodumatcihdndal pur poses. Th
the child requires the appointment of a surrogate parent. In the event the child is
found to need a surrogate parent, the school district must make reasonable efforts
to appoint one within 30 days (N.J.A.C. 6A:14-2.2(b)).

a. For students age 14 and above, transition planning must include consideration of
the transition plan for adolescents under CP&P requirements and in accordance

with N.J.A.C. 6A:14-3.7(e)9.

® In accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:14-2.2, each district board of education must ensure that the rights of a
student are protected through the provision of an individual to act as surrogate for the parent and assume
all parental rights under this chapter as further defined therein.
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What are the expectations of service when a child with disabilities transfers
schools?

When a child transfers schools, school districts must immediately provide the same or
comparable services to the child in accordance with his/her Individualized Education
Program (IEP) or Section 504 Plan while determining whether to adopt the current IEP,
or 504 Plan, or develop and implement a new one (N.J.A.C. 6A:14-4.1(g)).

DCF Responsibilities | SCHOOL DISTRICT Responsibilities

1. Within 30 days, the school district must either adopt the
current IEP or conduct all necessary assessments and
develop and implement a new IEP for the student (N.J.A.C.
6A:14-4.1(9)).

Joint Responsibilities:
Any time a child with a disability transfers schools, CP&P must and, with parental

consent, CSOCmust, request a copy of Plandronctiei
current school district. The school district mustprovi de t he chi | dos
504 Plan to the childds new school wit

What must school districts do if a child is suspected of having educational
disabilities?

School districts must ensure that within 90 days of obtaining written consent of the
parent, children with suspected educational disabilities are evaluated and, if found
eligible, have an IEP developed and implemented in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:14-
3.3,3.4and 3.7.

DCF Responsibilities | SCHOOL DISTRICT Responsibilities

1. Within 20 calendar days of receipt of a request for an
evaluation, the school district must ensure a meeting is held
to determine whether an evaluation is needed, and if so the
nature and scope (N.J.A.C. 6A:14-3.3(e)).

2. The school district must ensure that all children with an IEP
and receiving special education and related services have
their IEPs and Section 504 Plans reviewed annually or
more often if a parent or school district so requests
(N.J.A.C. 6A:14-3.7(i)).

3. All children receiving special education and related services
must be reevaluated for eligibility every three years unless
the parent provides written consent to waive the

reevaluation (N.J.A.C. 6A:14-3.8@)).
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Eligible, Receive a Free, Appropriate Public Education (FAPE).

DCF Responsibilities | SCHOOL DISTRICT Responsibilities

1. School districts should conduct functional behavioral
assessments of children when their behavior adversely
affects their ability or the ability of other children to learn.

2. School districts must develop a behavioral intervention plan
for children when appropriate or legally required (N.J.A.C.
6A:14-2.8).

3. When a disciplinary removal is required by law pursuant to
N.J.A.C. 6A:14-2.8(d) and (e) and 20 U.S.C. 1415(k), the
school district should try to limit the duration of the
disciplinary removal to the time period necessary to develop
and implement appropriate strategies to allow the child to
return to his/her current educational setting, if appropriate.

4. School districts take steps to minimize the use of home
instruction as an interim alternative educational setting for
students subjected to disciplinary action.




GOAL 617 DCF and Local School Districts Should Participate In Ongoing
Communication and Collaboration to Support and Improve the Well-
Being of Children

In order to best support and serve children, school districts and DCF must collaborate
and communicate. Continuous information sharing can improve the outcomes and well-
being of children.

How can school districts and DCF better collaborate to serve the best interests of
the child?

School districts and DCF representatives must communicate and share relevant
information to the maximum extent permissible under law.

DCF Responsibilities SCHOOL DISTRICT Responsibilities

1. CP&P should provide school authorities | 1. School districts must provide CP&P
with child protective service (CPS) employees access to student records
information* when the school needs the that are relevant to current and ongoing
information to educate, care for, treat or child welfare investigations (N.J.S.A.
supervise the child (N.J.S.A. 9:6- 9:6-8.40; N.J.A.C. 6A:32-7.5(e)12;
8.10a(b)5; CP&P Manual Il, 1209.8). N.J.A.C. 6A:32-7.6).

2. CP&P should obtain parental consent to | 2. School districts must provide CP&P
release child welfare information® access to student records other than
pertinent to the «c¢h thoserelevantto child welfare
school authorities (CP&P Manual II.A. investigations. It is not required to have
1209.8). the written consent of the parent or adult

student, or a court order, to release
student records to CP&P or other
representatives of a State or local child
welfare agency pursuant to P.L. 112-

3. CP&P and/or its authorized agent
should request updated educational
information from the school district,
provided that the education records or :
personally identifiable information will 278, 5'2’. the Uglnterrupted Scholars Act
not be disclosed, except to an individual (Appendix A-6)".
or entity engaged in addressing the 3. Access shall be provided within ten days
s t u dsesdutabion needs pursuant to of the request (N.J.A.C. 6A:32-7.1(g)1).
P.L. 112-278, S.2, that is needed to:
1 Complete an investigation or child
welfare assessment (CP&P Manual
II.C. 416, Il.R 203); or

1 Ensure the child is receiving an
appropriate education (N.J.A.C..

4. The chief school administrator or his/her
designee must be present during the
period of record inspection and make an
entry in the student record of the names
of persons granted access, the reason

4Childprotectiveserviceinformationi ncludes fia suspected abuse or neglect
N.J.S.A. 9:6-1 et seq.; every record, computer file, verbal or written report and evaluation developed or

received by the Division pursuant to the investigation and evaluation of such abuse or neglect report; and

every record and report developed and received by the Division for services and treatment subsequently

provi ded t o (NAGAC. 10alB8-1I3y O

® Child welfare informationincludesfievery record, computer file, verbal ot
relating to any service provided by the Division except records defined as protective service informationo
(N.J.A.C. 10:133-1.3).

® The Uninterrupted Scholars Act supersedes any conflicting state regulations.
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10:127-3.2; N.J.A.C.. 10:127-3.6;

N.J.A.C. 10:127-3.8; N.J.A.C. 10:127-

6.7; N.J.A.C. 10:128-3.2; N.J.A.C.
10:128-3.6; N.J.A.C. 10:128-3.8;
N.J.A.C. 10:128-6.7).

4. When CP&P makes or changes an out-
of-home placement, it must make
reasonable efforts to consult with
representatives from the pre-placement
school district and the current
placement school district as part of the
best interest determination (CP&P
Manual 11.D.1400.4).

5. When a transfer to a new school is in
the childbés best i
help facilitate the transfe r
student records (CP&P Manual
11.D.906).

6. CP&P and/or its authorized agent

should include a representative from the

school district on the treatment team
when the child is in out-of-home

placement (N.J.A.C. 10:127-6.1(b)4;
(N.J.A.C. 10:128-6.1(b)1(v); N.J.A.C.

10:128-6.1(b)2(iv); N.J.A.C. 10:128-6.7).

of t h

r

. School districts must give parents/adult

access was granted, the time and
circumstances of inspection, the records
studied and the purposes for which the
data will be used per N.J.A.C. 6A:32-
7.6(a)3.

students written notice three days prior
to disclosing records pursuant to a court
order, unless otherwise judicially
instructed. (N.J.A.C. 6A:32-7.6(a)4).
Notice includes the name of the
requesting agency and specific records
requested. The disclosure must be
limited to the records specified in the
court order. Such notification must be
provided in writing if practicable.
Parental notice is not required when a
parent is a party to a court proceeding
involving child abuse and neglect, or
dependency matters, and the order is
issued in the context of that proceeding
(P.L. 112-278, S.2).

Note: Biological/adoptive parents retain
the right to access
records unless prohibited by court of
law.

Joint Responsibilities:
DCF and school districts must work together to maintain school stability by having
children remain in their current school when in their best interest in accordance with

Goal 1.

Do school districts have to cooperate with court-appointed law guardians or

special advocates?

School districts must cooperate with court-appointed law guardians or Court Appointed

Special Advocates for children.

DCF
Responsibilities

SCHOOL DISTRICT Responsibilities

1. School districts, upon being presented with a court order by a
law guardian, must:
a. provide the law guardian with access to student records;
b. afford the law guardian an opportunity to meet with the
child in a private area;
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c. not penalize the child for any missed class time spent with
a law guardian (N.J.A.C. 6A:32-7.5(e)14).

2. School districts, upon being presented with a court order by a

Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA), must:

a. provide CASA representative with access to student
records;

b. afford CASA representative an opportunity to meet with
the child in a private area;

c. not penalize the child for any missed class time spent with
a CASA representative (N.J.A.C. 6A:32-7.5(e)14).

What type of information will CP&P and CSOC share with school districts?

CP&P will inform school districts of changes in school placement upon determination
that a child must change schools due to a change in living arrangement. CSOC, upon
obtaining parental consent, must inform local school districts when a child is or may be
placed in out-of-home placement.

DCF Responsibilities SCHOOL DISTRICT
Responsibilities

1. In the event of an emergency placement, DCF must inform
t he c¢hi | dobool disticras sontas possible of the
change in placement.

2. DCF must provide school districts, at a minimum, with the
following information:
aThe chil ddés DCF case managé¢
b. Information necessary for school personnel to provide
appropriate social/emotional supports and be sensitive to
the needs of the child.

What information should be shared between school districts and the CSOC?
School districts and CSOC should seek appropriate consents to permit the agencies to
share information that will assist each entity in providing appropriate services to the
child and to effectively collaborate in the delivery of such services.

DCF Responsibilities SCHOOL DISTRICT Responsibilities
1. CSOC will provide the school district | 1. School districts must provide CSOC
access to the records of a child and/or its authorized agents access to
receiving services from CSOC upon student records within ten days of a
receipt of a valid written authorization written request that includes consent of
(N.J.S.A. 30:4-24.3; N.J.A.C. 10:41- the parent/guardian or adult student
5.1; N.J.A.C. 10:41-5.2). (N.J.S.A. 9:6-8.40; N.J.A.C. 6A:32-
7.1(9)1; N.J.A.C. 6A:32-7.5(e)12;
N.J.A.C. 6A:32-7.6).
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2. With parental consent, CSOC may
invite appropriate school district staff
to participate in the Individual
Habilitation Plan meetings or
treatment team meetings (N.J.S.A.
30:6D-10; N.J.S.A. 30:6D-12).

. With parental consent, school districts

may invite a representative from CSOC
familiar with
participate in the IEP meeting (N.J.A.C.
6A:14-2.3(k)2vii).

t he s

How often must school districts and DCF communicate after placement?

School districts and DCF must provide each other, parents and caregivers/caregiver
o wof fourhlimes peh

agencies with

year.

regul ar

updates

DCF Responsibilities

SCHOOL DISTRICT Responsibilities

1. School districts should provide
informationto DCFr el at ed t
educational and social emotional
progress.

a

Joint Responsibilities:

School districts and DCF must give parents and children the opportunity to provide

information and express concerns, interests and needs.

Information Maintained in Mandated Student Records (N.J.A.C. 6A:32-7.3)
Must Include:

The

st ud e ratdéess, telepahoree humber, date of birth, name of

parent(s), gender, citizenship, standardized assessment and test answer sheets
(protocol), grades, attendance, classes attended, grade level completed, and

year completed;
Record of daily attendance;

Descriptions of student progress according to the system of student evaluation

used in the school district;

History and status of physical health compiled in accordance with State
regulations, including results of any physical examinations given by qualified

school district employees;

Records pursuant to rules and regulations regarding the education of students

with disabilities; and
Student disciplinary records.
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DCF and local school districts must be sensitive to the highly
personal nature of the information that is shared between them.

1. DCF and local school districts must not use information received for any
improper or unlawful purpose.

2. DCF and local school districts must ensure that any and all information
will only be shared with relevant and necessary DCF and local school
district staff.

3. DCF and local school districts must share information within their
respective agencies only to the extent needed to promote their ability to
better meet the childbdés needs in r
welfare.

4. School districts must keep CPS information confidential and shall not
disclose the information to third parties except as permitted by law
(N.J.S.A. 9:6-8.10a(b); N.J.A.C. 10:133G-5.3(b)). School districts must
not release non-CPS information to third parties without the written
consent of the parent/guardian or a court order (N.J.S.A. 30:4-24.3).

5. DCF must not share information received from the school district with a
third party without the written consent of the parent or a court order
(N.J.A.C. 6A:32-7.5(e)13).

6. Local school districts and DCF must share information on available
resources and collaborate in identifying and accessing support services
needed for the child to succeed in school.
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What are the next steps in formalizing the partnership between school districts
and DCF?

School districts and DCF must participate in cross-training on the child protection and
education systemsa nd e ac h releyannlawg énd policies to foster collaboration
and communication between the agencies at State and local levels (see Appendix B for
a model of collaboration and a list of trainings).

DCF Responsibilities SCHOOL DISTRICT Responsibilities

1. DCF must appoint a liaison in each 1. School districts must designate a
local office whose responsibilities will school district liaison to act as the
be to:

primary contact person between the
schools in the school district and child

a. Facilitate school registration, e ,
placement, educational planning, welfare guthorltlgs with r_egard o
support services, collaboration and general information sharlng,_the
problem resolution: development of mutual training and

' other cooperative efforts (N.J.A.C.

b. Serve as the point person for 6A:16-11.1(a)6). The responsibilities of
communication, collaboration, the district liaison may include those
information-sharing and resource identified below if only one liaison is
identification; designated.

c. Acquire knowledge about outside 2. School districts may need to designate
systems and resources, which may more than one liaison to ensure that the
require attendance at cross- liaison is able to fulfill the following
trainings offered at State and local responsibilities on behalf of each child
levels; in out-of-home placement:

d. Participate in county-offered a. Facilitate school registration,
trainings and activities that foster placement, educational planning,
collaboration and communication support services, collaboration and
between the two agencies; problem resolution;

e. Provide agency personnel with b. Serve as the point person for

technical assistance regarding
educational procedures and
policies; and

Be knowledgeable about local-level
services and system providers and
serve as a resource to DCF and
school district personnel.

communication, collaboration,
information sharing and resource
identification; and

c. Acquire knowledge about outside
systems and resources, which may
require attendance at cross-
trainings offered at state and local
levels.
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2. DCF must appoint a liaison in each
area office whose responsibilities will
be to:

a.

Oversee CP&P st af f 6 s
implementation of the Interagency
Guidance Manual with local districts
and the local MOA (if agreed upon);

Participate in and turnkey county-
offered trainings and activities that
foster collaboration, communication
and problem resolution between the
education and child welfare
communities; and

Coordinate with school districts to
provide support of the required
training. (See joint memorandum
dated November 5, 2010 from
Commissioner Allison Blake and
Commissioner Rochelle R.
Hendricks.)

. If a school district has multiple liaisons,

it should designate one as the
districtwide coordinator, whose
responsibilities will be to:

a. Oversee district
implementation of the Interagency
Guidance Manual with local DFS
staff and the local MOA (if agreed
upon);

b. Participate in and turnkey county-
offered trainings and activities that
foster collaboration, communication
and problem resolution between the
education and child welfare
communities; and

c. Coordinate with CP&P to provide
the required training of school
district employees, volunteers and
interns (N.J.A.C. 6A:16-11.1(a)8).

Joint Responsibilities:

1. School districts and local DCF offices post on their websites, and update as needed,
the contact information for local liaisons, including names, telephone numbers, and
email addresses.

2. School districts and local DCF liaisons notify DOE and DCF state-level staff when
issues arise regarding this guidance manual that requires policy decisions.
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APPENDIX A

Model Memorandum of Agreement
Between Education and Child Welfare Authorities
at the Local Level

School districts and DCF agree to follow the Interagency Guidance Manual on Improving
the Educational Outcomes of Children in Out-of-Home Placement to achieve the goals and
indicators stated below:

GOAL 1: CHILDREN REMAIN IN THEIR CURRENT SCHOOL WHEN IN THEIR BEST

INTEREST.
A.Local school districts and DCF shall mai nt
continuationofc ur r ent school pl acement wame&n i n t he

minimize school transfers resulting from out-of-home placement (P.L. 110-351
Fostering Connections to Increasing success and Adoptions Act; P.L. 2010 c.69
Educational Stability).

B. Children shall have sufficient out-of-home placement options available in their home
communities to ensure school stability and minimize school transfers.

C.When it is not i n totemaindntis/hedadrsent bchoslitheiewil er e s
be a seamless transition with immediate enrollment and placement in the new
school without delay consistent with state and federal law.

D. Child enrollment and service delivery shall not be delayed due to funding disputes
between school districts.

E.Chil dr en6s s shaldecompreheasive acdusate and informative.
F. All children shall receive full or partial credit for previously completed coursework.

G. DCF, DOE and local school districts shall provide children with supplemental
supports and services, including individual tutoring, remedial instruction and other
resources necessary to ensure educational success.

GOAL 2: CHILDREN ENTER SCHOOL READY TO LEARN.

A. DCF shall ensure that children under age three who fall into the following three
groups are referred to the Early Intervention System (EIS) for an evaluation: 1)
children involved in a case of child abuse or neglect substantiated by CP&P; 2)
children identified as affected by substance abuse or withdrawal symptoms resulting



from prenatal drug exposure; and 3) children who have experienced trauma due to
exposure to family violence.

B. Irrespective of the mandatory EIS referral, DCF shall identify all children under age
three with, or suspected of having, developmental delay(s), or a high probability of
developing such delay(s), as early as possible and refer them to the EIS for an
evaluation.

C. DOE and DCF shall ensure that all children receiving EIS services have a smooth
transition into the educational system at age three and receive appropriate special
education services, if eligible.

D. DCF shall ensure that all case plans for children between the ages of three and five
consider the need for preschool or an early childhood program, and the need for any
developmental or mental health supports.

E. DCF shall ensure that caregivers/caregiver agencies for children ages birth to five
receive information on their medical and developmental needs.

F. DCF and local districts shall work together to help children who are first entering
school after the age of six to successfully adjust to the educational environment.
Note: Special attention and planning is necessary for each child who is an English
language learner; is an immigrant; was previously homeschooled; or has not had
prior access to education.

GOAL 3: CHILDREN SHALL RECEIVE SUPPORTS AND SERVICES TO PARTICIPATE
IN ALL ASPECTS OF SCHOOL AND TO PREVENT SCHOOL DROPOUT,
TRUANCY AND DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS.

A. DCF and local school districts shall inform children of their entitlement to participate
in all aspects of the school experience, including educational programs,
extracurricular activities and social events. DCF and local school districts shall
encourage children to participate and provide them with necessary supports,
including financial, to do so.

B. Local school districts shall consider the social and emotional circumstances
surrounding the lives of children in out-of-home placement in all educational
decision-making, including discipline.

C.Local school di stricts shall mai ntain chi
appropriate supports and services prior to placing children into a different school
program, unless otherwise required by law or regulation.

D. DCF and local school districts shall provide programs and supports to children at risk
of truancy or dropping out to engage them in school.



E. DCF and local school districts shall inform children who have dropped out of school
of their entitlement to reenroll and actively encourage them to do so.

F. Local school districts and DCF shall work collaboratively to address the needs of
children with behavioral and emotional issues that impact their well-being or are
disruptive to the school environment.

GOAL 4: CHILDREN ARE ENGAGED IN THEIR EDUCATION, ARE EMPOWERED TO
ADVOCATE FOR THEIR EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND PURSUITS, AND RECEIVE
SUPPORTS AND SERVICES TO ENSURE A SUCCESSFUL TRANSITION INTO
ADULTHOOD.

A.DCF and | ocal school di stricts shall I den
knowl edgeabl e in educational opportunities
investment in education, and who helps the child plan for his or her education,
including post-secondary training, employment, or college.

B. Local school districts shall empower children to advocate for themselves regarding
their educational needs.

C. DCF and local school districts shall identify and inform children of post-secondary
education opportunities including available academic and financial support, such as
tuition fee waivers.

D. CP&P shall provide children pursuing post-secondary educational opportunities with
necessary support, based on available resources, for housing, food, and other daily
living expenses, including during school vacations and school breaks, and all school-
related expenses.

E. CP&P shall keep open the cases of all children until they turn 21, unless a child
affirmatively requests that his/her case be closed, or the child refuses CP&P
services and CP&P has given proper notice that the case will be closed.

GOAL 5: CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES ARE LOCATED, IDENTIFIED AND
EVALUATED FOR ELIGIBILITY FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION AND SECTION
504 SERVICES AND, IF ELIGIBLE, SHALL RECEIVE A FREE,
APPROPRIATE PUBLIC EDUCATION (FAPE).

A. DCF and DOE shall ensure that all children with disabilities in out-of-home care have
a fiparento to advocate on their’behalf and

B. When a child transfers schools, local school districts shall provide the same or
comparable services to the child in accordance with his/her Individualized Education

" In accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:14-2.2, each district board of education shall, when necessary, ensure that
the rights of a student are protected through the provision of an individual to act as surrogate for the parent

and assume all parental rights under this chapter as further defined therein.



Program (IEP) or Section 504 Plan while determining whether to adopt the current
IEP or develop and implement a new one. An IEP for the student shall be in place
within 30 calendar days from the date of enrollment in the school district.

C. Local school districts shall ensure that, within 90 days of obtaining written consent of
the parent, children with suspected educational disabilities are evaluated and, if
found eligible, have an IEP developed and implemented.

D. Local school districts and DCF shall work collaboratively to exhaust appropriate
positive behavioral supports and interventions prior to initiating disciplinary
measures for children with disabilities. Local school districts shall also take steps to
minimize the use of home instruction as an interim alternative educational setting for
children subjected to disciplinary action.

GOAL 6: DCF AND LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS SHALL PARTICIPATE IN ONGOING
COMMUNICATION AND COLLABORATION TO SUPPORT AND IMPROVE
THE WELL-BEING OF CHILDREN.

A. Local school districts and DCF representatives shall communicate and share
information related to child welfare investigations.

B. Local school districts shall cooperate with court-appointed law guardians, or Court
Appointed Special Advocates, for children.

C. CP&P shall inform local school districts when a child is or may be placed in out-of-
home care; CSOC, upon obtaining parental consent, shall inform local school
districts when a child is or may be placed in out-of-home care.

D. Local school districts shall, upon request, provide student records to CP&P case
managers and with parental consent to CSOC case managers.

E. DCF and local school districts shall be sensitive to the highly personal nature of the
information that is shared between them.

F. Local school districts and DCF shall share information on available resources and
collaborate in identifying and accessing support services needed for the child to
succeed in school.

G. Local school districts and DCF shall provide each other, parents and caregivers/
caregiver agencies with regular wupdates on
four times per year.

H. Local school districts and DCF shall participate in cross-training on the child
protection and education systems, processes, relevant laws and policies to foster
collaboration and communication between the agencies at state and local levels.



I. Local school districts and DCF agree to use the standardized training program
Reporting Child Abuse and Neglect: What School Personnel Need to Do for
reporting child abuse or neglect regardless of the training delivery mechanism
selected by the district (e.g. district liaison, DCF personnel, contract trainer).

Affirmation of Agreement

As an expression of our mutual concern and commitment to children, and to the
level of cooperation and understanding described in this Agreement, the undersigned
parties do hereby affirm and agree to support and implement the standards, procedures,
principles and policies set forth i n datlonas MOA
Outcomes of Children in Out-of-Ho me Pl acement : An I nteragency
to share this agreement and manual with all appropriate staff.

Onthis __ day of in the year of

Chief School Administrator or Authorized Local Education Agency Representative

Division of Child Protection and Permanency Area Office Manager or Authorized
Representative

Division of Chi |l dAuthorided Reprgseritabven of Car e

Divisions of Prevention and Community Partnerships Authorized Representative

County CIACC Coordinator (Optional)

Other County Coordinating Agency

(Please Specify )
Other
(Please Specify )

Note: Agencies using this model may add additional names and/or agencies as partners to the
agreement.
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN & FAMILIES AND
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

To: Chief School Administrators
Cc: Executive County Superintendents
From: Rochelle R. Hendricks, Acting Commissioner

Department of Education

Allison Blake, Commissioner
Department of Children & Families

Subiject: What You Need to Know About the Educational Stability Law

Date: November 5, 2010

In October 2008, the federal government enacted a new law - the Fostering Connections to
Success and Increasing Adoptions Act 1 requiring all states to ensure educational stability for
children placed in resource family homes. As a result, Title 18A and Title 30 were amended,
and the Governor signed these amendments into law on September 9, 2010, to comply with
the federal Act. P.L. 2010, c. 69. The Department of Children and Families (DCF), the
Department of Education (DOE) and the Office of the Child Advocate (OCA) worked together
on the most meaningful approach to implement the new law. This memo includes important
background information on the new educational stability law, information on district operational
steps for educational stability, and troubleshooting contact information in the event that
implementation challenges occur.

For children, changing schools can affect their ability to thrive academically, socially,
behaviorally and psychologically. This is especially true for children in resource family homes.
For these children - who often suffer the lingering effects of abuse or neglect and the trauma of
being removed from their homes and families - school can often be the most stable part of their
lives.

Our Goal Is Educational Stability

To achieve educational stability, the new law: 1) creates a presumption that a child being
placed in a resource family home will remain in the school he/she is currently attending unless
changing school s woul d b e2)eéstablishds @ pracéss fordesavind e s t



disputes over educational placement determinations; and 3) modifies the definition of district of
residence for children placed in resource family homes.

When a child is placed in a resource family home, the child will continue to attend the school
he/she is currently attending while a best interest determination is being made, unless
remaining in the school poses significant safety concerns or would otherwise present an
immediate and significant detriment to the child, such as traveling an extraordinary distance to
and from school. Where significant safety concerns and/or detriment exist for the child, the
Division of Child Protection and Permanency (CP&P) may immediately enroll the child in the

resource family homebés school di strict apphd tF
CP&P case workers are required to complete a best interest evaluation to determine whether
the childds best i nt er e she surremtrsehookoehy tramslerribgyto tiree ma

school district where the resource family home is located. In making this determination, the
CP&P r epresentative must consult with the <chil
guardian, and representatives from the affected school districts and consider the factors
specified in the law. The best interest factors are:

a. Safety considerations;

b. Proximity of the resource family to the c

c. Age and grade level of the child as it relates to the other best interest factors;

d. The needs of the child, including social adjustment and well being;

e. The chil dbés preference;

ff. The chil dbds educational performance, cont
the school the child currently attends;

g. The chil dbés s pregcammihg if thel ahild & tlassfiad;

h. The point of time in the school year;

The chil dés permanency goal and the I|i kel
j-  The anticipated duration of the current placement; and

k. Such other factors as provided by regulation of the Commissioner of Children

and Families.

Pursuant to law, parents and children have the right to appeal CP&P& educational placement
decision. Should a parent or child (through his or her law guardian) disagree with the
educational placement decision made by CP&P, either may file an application to the court
where the related child protection litigation is currently pending. This application must be filed
within five business days of CP&P issuing its determination. The court will hold a hearing on

an expedited basis and issue a decision determining which education placement is in the
chil dés bse.st Whnitleer etshte appeal i's pending,The he
chil dés best i nterests may be reconsidered b
remains in the resource family home to accommodate any change in circumstances.

CP&P is responsible for transporting children from their resource family homes to their schools
from the time the child is placed in a resource family home through five school days after a
final determination about school placement is made by either CP&P or the court, if an
application for court review is made. Five school days after CP&P advises the affected school



districts of its determination, the district of residence becomes responsible for providing
transportation.

Finally, because children in resource family homes will now increasingly remain in the schools
they currently attend, the law was amended to change the definition of district of residence for
children placed in resource family homes on or after the effective date of the law (September

9, 2010) . The district of residence is the

Formerly, the law identified the school district serving the resource family home where the child
was placed as the district of residence. The law was amended to provide that the district of
residence is responsible for continuing to educate a child within its own district or paying tuition
for a child attending school in another district, and for providing for any needed transportation.
Five school days after the best interest determination has been made, the district of residence
must make arrangements for, and pay the cost of the transportation, wherever the child
attends school.

While the DCF continues to maintain oversight of the processes involved in identifying and
placing children in out of home placements, school districts play a critical role in maintaining
the educational stability of a child placed in a resource family home. Outlined below are the
responsibilities of CP&P and the potentially affected districts for a child placed in a resource
family home under the new law:

CP&P: The CP&P L 0o c a | Of fice supervising the chil dé

Determining if safety considerations or a significant determent to the child warrant the
immediate enrollment of a child in the resource family home school district;
Completing a best interest evaluation in consultation with the child, parent, law
guardian, and school representatives considering the best interest factors set forth
within;

Providing notices to parties and interested schools advising of the best interest
determination;

Ensuring children are properly enrolled in school;

Arranging for and provide the cost of transportation during the initial period of
placement (until five days after a final best interest determination has been made);
Where possible, coordinating transportation with the District of Residence, to ensure
efficient and continuous transportation for the child; and

Contacting the County Office of Education or CP&P Statewide Education Stability
Administrator regarding any issues or concerns.

District of Residence: The district of residence (the district in which the parent or guardian
resides) is responsible for the following:

Identifying a staff person to serve as a contact person for the CP&P educational stability
liaison;

Requesting a determination of residency, if necessary;

Collaborating with DCF in the best interest determination;

S

C



Arranging for, and providing the cost of transportation for the child to attend school in
another district as identified in the best interest determination (five school days after

a best interest determination has been made);

Where possible, assisting DCF to arrange transportation during the initial placement

period when the cost is paid by CP&P;

Promptly providing student records in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:32 and P.L. 112-

278, S.2;

Mai ntaining the stegsternt on the districtos
Contacting the County Office of Education regarding any issues or concerns; and
Tuition payments to the district or school

Resource Family District: The resource family district (the district in which the resource
family is located) is responsible for:

Participating in a best interest determination, if requested;

Identifying a staff person to serve as a contact person for the CP&P educational
stability liaison to ensure a seamless transition into the district;

Ensuring immediate enroliment for a child placed in a resource family home where a
safety concern or a significant detri ment
not i n t hseintewelstj | d6s be

Upon enrollment, requesting a transfer of records in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:32
and P.L. 112-278, S.2;

Assisting in arranging transportation, if requested by the educational stability liaison;
and

Contacting the County Office of Education regarding any issues or concerns.

District that the Student Currently Attends: The district that the student currently
attends may be the same as the district of residence (see above). If the child is being
removed from one resource family home and placed in another resource family home, the
current school district may not be the district of residence, if the parent or guardian lives
elsewhere. In such a case, the district that the student currently attends is responsible for:

Participating in the best interest determination;

Identifying a staff person to serve as a contact person for the CP&P educational
stability liaison to ensure a seamless transition;

Transferring student records in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:32 and P.L. 112-278,
S.2;

Assisting in arranging transportation if requested by the educational stability liaison;
and

Contacting the County Office of Education regarding any issues or concerns.

Transportation: Because the new federal | aw changes
residence, a different district may be required to provide for transportation of the child to
and from school. The district of residence must determine if the child is eligible for
transportation services and arrange for those services. To ensure a smooth transition, the




law places the responsibility for the provision of, and payment for, transportation on CP&P
for the first five days after the placement decision is made.

To make the transition easier for the child during this time period, the CP&P caseworker (or
education liaison) should seek assistance in arranging transportation from the school

district that the child attends based on the best interest determination at the same time that

CP&P provides its notification. If the child is eligible for transportation and the school

district agrees to arrange and provide the transportation, the school district can bill CP&P

for the transportation costs for the period of time that CP&P is financially obligated to pay

for t he service. Requesting t hat t he schoct
transportation at the outset minnleingisterupteth e r i
when the responsibility to provide transportation transitions from CP&P t o t he chi
resident school district.

Beginning on the sixth school day after a chi
chil dés di st r becames adsponsildes fordtleenprogision of any mandated
transportation services. Should the district be unable to provide the transportation service

at that time, CP&P will continue to provide transportation and will bill the school district for

the additional service.

Troubleshooting: In the event that problems arise regarding any of the above processes,
CP&P educational liaisons and local school district representatives should first seek
assistance from the County Office of Education. If the matter cannot be resolved with the
assistance of the county office, CP&P educational liaisons should contact the CP&P
Statewide Educational Stability Administrator. County Office of Education staff should
contact the Office of Student Transportation or the Division of Student Services depending
on the nature of the issue to be resolved. Your cooperation and partnership is appreciated
and will help to ensure educational stability
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NJOSE Guidance Memo

2012-1
State of Nefo Jersey
CHRIS CHRISTIE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Governor PO Box 500
KiM GUADAGNO TRENTON, NJ 08625-0500 ' CHRISTOPHER D. CERF
Lt. Governor Acting Commissioner
TO: Chief School Administrator

Director of Special Education

Administrator of a StatEacility

Administrator of a Charter School

Administrator of an Approved Private School for the Disabled
Administrator of a Colleg®perated Program

Statewide Special Educatiémvisory Council

Agencies or OrganizatiortSoncerned with Special Education

FROM: Peggy McDonald, Director
Office of Special Education

SUBJECT: Children Placed in Resource Family Homes

| am writing to provide technical assistance regardimgpttovision of special educati@amd related
servicedo children placed in resource family homes. In September 2010, Title 18A and Title 30 of
the New Jersey Statutes were amended to ensure state compliance with the federal Fostering
Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act, which requiredalthstates ensure
educational stability for children placed in resource family homes. To assist districts in
understanding their responsibility as it relates to children with disabililee®d in resource family
homes, | am issuinte following guidance.

In accordance with guidance issued by this department in conjunction with the Department of
Children and Families on November 5, 2010, the Educational Stability Law defines the district of
residencefor a child placed in a resource family home as the district where the child's parent or
guardian resides, regardless of where the child is residing. Further, as stated in the guidance, the
district of residence is responsible for paying tuition for a caitdnding school in another district

and for providing transportatioas needed. Similarly, the Department of Education has determined
that it is the district of residence that is responsible for ensuring that children withl spexia



placed in resource family homes receive a free, appropriate public education (FAPE), regardless of
the district in which the child attends school. Attendant to this responsibility is the obligation to
ensure the provision of necessary child stidgm and case management serviegther by
providing them itself or by arranging with the district where the student attends school to do so. The
department encourages districts to work collaboratively to determine the fi@ethemechanism

for ensuring children in resource family homes receive the special eduaataelated services to

which they are entitled.

If you have any questions regarding the implementation of these provisionse pieatct
Kathy Ehling with the Office of Special Educatian 609292-7602.

PM/JW/KE

c: Members, State Board of Education
Acting Commissioner Christopher Cerf
Andrew Smarick
Barbara Gantwerk
Senior Staff
Susan Martz
DianeShoener
Nancy Curry
John Worthington
Kathy Ehling
Executive County Superintendent
County Supervisor of Child Study
NJ LEE Group
Garden State Coalition of Schools



For more information

If you have any questions, please contact
the Educational Stability Liaison at your
DYFS Local Office.

Understandably, it's a
very difficult time for
a child when he/she
enters foster care.

DCF Local Office

hey are away from their home

and family and separated
from everything that is familiar,
including their school and friends.
However, under a new law children
can remain in their home school if
it's in their best interest to do so.
Studies show that foster children
who remain in their home school
do better academically, behaviorally
and socially. They also can continue
to be involved with their after
school activities and keep their

classmates and favorite teachers.

DepARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
Division oF Youri Anp FAMILY Services
www.ni.gov/clc(

APPENDIX A-3

School Placement
for Children in
Resource Home Care

Information for Schools




























































































































































































































