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Based upon our review of the record in this matter, with particular attention to

the arguments offered by the Atlantic City Board in support of its appeal, we conclude

that the Board has failed to establish that it is necessary to restore $350,000 in line

item reductions made by the Commissioner to its proposed budget for 1997-98 in order

for it to provide a thorough and efficient education to its students.  Board of Education

of the Borough of Edgewater v. Mayor and Council of the Borough of Edgewater,

decided by the State Board, July 6, 1994.  That being the case, the Commissioner’s

participation in this matter is not required and, accordingly, we have not addressed

whether the submission made on his behalf in this appeal should be considered.
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