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Purpose for today

• Participants will:
• Develop an understanding of the federal requirements 

regarding coordinating early intervening services
• Learn about the equity requirements in the IDEA
• Learn about New Jersey’s work to date to address equity 

and significant disproportionality challenges
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What is CEIS?



What are Comprehensive Coordinated Early 
Intervening Services? (CCEIS)
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Coordinated Early Intervening Services (CEIS) Comprehensive Coordinated Early Intervening 
Services (CCEIS)

Voluntary Mandatory

LEAs can choose to use a portion of their IDEA Part B 
funds for services to an identified group of at-risk 
students

LEAs identified as having significant 
disproportionality in identification, placement, 
and/or disciplinary removals must use IDEA Part B 
funds for CCEIS

Kindergarten through grade 12 Age 3 through grade 12

Up to 15% of IDEA Part B funds Exactly 15% of Part B funds (611 and 619)



What are Comprehensive Coordinated Early 
Intervening Services? (CCEIS)
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What is disproportionality?
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IDEA Equity Requirements

Three basic requirements:
• Disproportionate Representation
• Significant Discrepancy
• Significant Disproportionality
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Significant Disproportionality

• Regulations became final January 18, 2017
• Compliance date:  July 1, 2018

• State must have its decisions about thresholds, years of data, and other 
flexibilities 

• State must have changed any policies
• During 18-19 school year states must make significant disproportionality 

designation for each LEA
• They will reserve funds for CEIS in 18-19 or 19-20 school year, depending 

on when state notifies LEAs.
• Including Children 3 – 5  under identification and disability categories

• Compliance date is July 1, 2020
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Significant Disproportionality
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The identification of 
children as children 

with disabilities, 
including 

identification as 
children with 

particular 
impairments; 

The placement of 
children in 
particular 

educational 
settings;

The incidence, 
duration, and type of 
disciplinary actions, 

including 
suspensions and 

expulsions.



Significant Disproportionality

• All disabilities and
• Six disability categories:

• Intellectual Disability
• Specific Learning Disabilities
• Emotional Disturbance
• Speech or Language Impairments
• Other Health Impairments
• Autism

Identification: 
Ages 6-21

(by July 1, 2020 states 
must include children 

3 – 5 years old as 
well)
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Significant Disproportionality

• Children who received special education 
and related services in the regular class 
for less than 40 percent of the day

• Children who received special education 
and related services in separate schools 
and residential facilities

Placement: 
Ages 6-21
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Significant Disproportionality

• Number of out-of-school suspensions/ 
expulsions of 10 days or less

• Number of out-of-school suspensions 
(including expulsions) of greater than 10 days

• Number of in-school suspensions of 10 days 
or less

• Number of in-school suspensions of greater 
than 10 days

• Total number of disciplinary removals

Disciplinary 
Actions: 

Ages 3 - 21
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States Must:
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States Must:
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States consider these flexibilities:
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States consider these additional flexibilities:
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If the State Identifies Districts
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If a district is identified with significant 
disproportionality
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Comprehensive CEIS
Grade Level/Ages Served Age 3 through grade 12

Groups Served Children who are not currently identified as needing 
special education or related services but who need 
additional academic and behavioral support to succeed 
in a general education environment.

Children currently identified as needing special 
education or related services (funds can be used 
primarily, but not exclusively, for this group).

Permitted Activities Professional development and educational and 
behavioral evaluations, services, and supports.

The activities must address factors and policy, practice, 
or procedure contributing to significant 
disproportionality.
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Is educational equity really an issue?
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National Graduation Rate – 2013-14
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Figure 4. Adjusted cohort graduation rate (ACGR) of 
White and Black public high school students, by state: 2013–14
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The national ACGR for White students (87 
percent) was 14 percentage points 4 higher 
than the national ACGR for Black students 
(73 percent) in 2013–14. White public high 
school students had higher ACGRs than 
Black public high school students in all states 
except Montana, where the ACGRs for White 
and Black students were 88 and 89 percent, 
respectively. Wisconsin, Minnesota, the 
District of Columbia, Ohio, New York, and 
Nevada reported the largest gaps between 
White and Black students. In each of these 
states and the District of Columbia, the 
ACGR for White students was over 20 
percentage points higher than the ACGR for 
Black students.

Downloaded from https://nces.ed.gov/ on 5/8/2017
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Figure 5. Adjusted cohort graduation rate (ACGR) 
of White and Hispanic public high school students, by state: 2013–14
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States reported similar gaps in ACGRs between 
White and Hispanic public high school students. 
The national ACGR for White students (87 
percent) was 11 percentage points higher than 
the national ACGR for Hispanic students (76 
percent) in 2013–14. The ACGRs for White 
students were higher than the ACGRs for Hispanic 
students in every state except West Virginia. In 
West Virginia the ACGR for Hispanic students (89 
percent) was 4 percentage points higher than the 
ACGR for White students (85 percent). New York, 
Minnesota, and Massachusetts reported the 
largest gaps between White and Hispanic 
students. In each of these three states, the ACGR 
for White students was more than 20 percentage 
points higher than the ACGR for Hispanic 
students.

Downloaded from https://nces.ed.gov/ on 5/8/2017
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At least one In-School Suspension (2012 OCR Data)
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights, Civil Rights Data Collection, 2011-12. 
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Multiple out of school suspensions 2012 OCR Data
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At least one out of school suspension 2012 
OCR Data

NJDOE OFDS 2019 34
Downloaded from http://ocrdata.ed.gov/Home on 5/8/2017

http://ocrdata.ed.gov/Home


SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights, Civil Rights Data Collection, 2011-12. 
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Do Black Students Misbehave More?
.

Of 32 infractions, only 8 significant differences

White students referred 
more for:
• Smoking 
• Vandalism 
• Leaving w/o 

permission
• Obscene Language 

Black students referred 
more for:
• Disrespect 
• Excessive Noise 
• Threat 
• Loitering
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What are the results of inequities in 
education?

Poor long-term outcomes for entire groups of 
students
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Risk Ratio
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Risk Ratio
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Risk Ratio
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Risk Ratio
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What is the risk ratio in specific disability categories?
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What is the risk ratio in placement categories? 
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What is the risk ratio in discipline categories?
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Alternate Risk Ratio (ARR) 
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Minimum Cell Size
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Minimum N-Size
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What does this mean for New 
Jersey?
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National - Districts identified with Significant 
Disproportionality

NJDOE OFDS 2019 49



New Jersey- Districts Identified with 
Significant Disproportionality
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Disproportionality in New Jersey

• Original procedure for identification was developed with technical 
assistance from the United States Office for Civil Rights and 
stakeholder input in 2005.

• NJOSEP defined disproportionate representation from both a 
functional and statistical perspective.
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Disproportionality in New Jersey

• Statistical Definition
• The measure includes three descriptive statistics:

• Unweighted risk ratio
• Risk rate comparison
• A measure of impact comparing expected vs. observed numbers of students 

identified as eligible for special education (systemic, pervasive)

• The measure also includes a statistical test of significance – chi square
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Identify Districts with Significant 
Disproportionality                    

Identify Districts with Disproportionality

All NJ Districts                                                                   
apply formula

Disproportionality in New Jersey
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