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NJ Department of Health  

Governor’s Council for Medical Research and Treatment of Autism 

Council Meeting Minutes (ratified) 

March 4, 2019 

 
                                                                            

Council Members Present 

Cheryl F. Dreyfus, Ph.D., Academic Institution Representative; Professor and Chair, 

Department of Neuroscience and Cell Biology, Rutgers University, Robert Wood Johnson 

Medical School, present via teleconference 

*Caroline Eggerding, MD, Healthcare Organization Representative; Division Head, 

Department of Pediatric Neurology and Development, Cooper Children's Regional Hospital  

Susan P. Evans, Ed.D., Commissioner of Health Appointee; Education Program Specialist for 

Early Intervention Program, NJ Department of Health 

Wilma Judith Friedman, Ph.D., Academic Institution Representative; Professor, Department of 

Biological Sciences, Rutgers University 

B. Madeleine Goldfarb, MA, Autism Organization Representative; Founder/Director of the 

Noah’s Ark Institute, present via conference call 

Ketan Kansagra, MD, FAAP, Academic Institution Representative; Neonatologist, Division of 

Neonatal Medicine, Children’s Hospital of New Jersey at Newark Beth Israel Medical Center  

Michele Sorvino, RDMS, Speaker of the General Assembly Appointee; Executive Director, 

Golden Door International Film Festival of Jersey City  

 

Samuel Sheng-Hung Wang, Ph.D., Academic Institution Representative; Professor, 

Department of Molecular Biology and Princeton Neuroscience Institute, Princeton University  

Gary Weitzen, BA, Autism Organization Representative; Executive Director of POAC (Parents 

of Autistic Children) 

 

*Denotes Council Chairperson 
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Absent 

Michael Aquino, MD, F.A.C.G., Senate President Appointee; Partner, Shore Gastroenterology 

Associates; Co-founder, Pathology Solutions 

Thomas V. Macchiaverna, MA, Public Member Representative; Special Education Teacher 

NJ Department of Health (DOH) Attendees 

Linda N. Boclair, M.Ed., MBA, Executive Assistant 

Governor’s Council for Medical Research and Treatment of Autism 

 

Mary Ray, Contract Administrator 1 

Governor’s Council for Medical Research and Treatment of Autism 

Commission on Brain Injury Research and Commission on Spinal Cord Research  

 

Daphne Robinson, Ph.D., Consultant 

Scientific Planning Consulting  

 

Public Attendees 

 

Sallie Porter, DNP, Ph.D., Rutgers University 

Heather Hays, OTR, RWJUH 

Liz Torres, Ph.D., Rutgers University 

James Millonig, Ph.D., Rutgers University 

Ernesto Gonzalez, NJACE 

Jill Harris, Ph.D., Children’s Specialized Hospital 

Cecelia Feeley, Ph.D. Rutgers University 

Mr. Dreyfus 

 

Note: Motions are numbered. 

 

I.  Welcome - Council Chairperson, Dr. Caroline Eggerding called the meeting to order at 

6:00 PM and welcomed everyone.  

 

II. Public Meetings Act Announcement - Dr. Eggerding read the Public Meetings Act.  

 

III. Approval of the December 10, 2018 Meeting Minutes-Dr. Eggerding called for a motion 

to approve the minutes. MOTION by Dr. Dreyfus to approve the minutes was seconded by Dr. 

Friedman. 

 

1. MOTION to approve the minutes was passed with five members in favor and three 

abstentions. One member arrived late (did not vote).  
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IV. The NJACE Faculty Scholarship Award - Dr. Jill Harris, Clinical Liaison for the NJ 

Autism Center of Excellence (NJACE) presented the first NJACE Faculty Scholarship award to 

Dr. Sallie Porter, Associate Professor at Rutgers School of Nursing. The scholarship is a 1-year 

funding opportunity for faculty to enhance or develop course or curricular materials that address 

autism spectrum disorder (ASD). The goal is to expand the pool of health/allied health 

professional students trained to provide effective diagnostic, therapeutic, consultative or 

supportive service to people with ASD. Dr. Porter will develop evidence-based content focusing 

on ‘Nursing Care of Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorder and their Families across the 

Lifespan’. The plan is for the content to be hosted on the Rutgers CANVAS learning 

management platform and as such, be easily-accessible to faculty and students as well as 

potentially to external users.  Congratulations to Dr. Porter! 

 

NJ ACE Grant Applications-Dr. Eggerding provided an overview of the grant review process 

including the administrative review of grant applications by Council’s office staff followed by 

review and scoring by the Scientific Merit Review Panel and a review and final 

recommendations by the Council’s five-member Scientific Merit Review Committee (SAC). 

Twenty-four pilot project applications and one post-doctoral fellowship were received and 

reviewed by the Scientific Merit Review Panel. Seven of the pilot project applications were 

triaged (scores of 5 or greater) and the remaining applications were considered for funding by the 

Council.   

 

Pilot Projects: 

 

Grant Application CAUT19APL028 

Dr. Eggerding called for a motion to approve the recommendations of the Scientific Advisory 

Committee to fund Aim 1 of grant application CAUT19APL028 for a total of $200,000. 

MOTION by Dr. Evans to approve Aim 1 of grant application CAUT19APL028 for a total of 

$200,000 was seconded by Mr. Weitzen. 

 

Discussion: Recommending funding only Aim 1 was questioned by a member.  The Scientific 

Merit Review Panel stated it is unclear that there are genes common to both ADHD and ASD (possibly 

no results from Aim 1). Because Aim 2 depends on Aim 1 the Panel scored the application in a fundable 

range with the condition of funding only Aim 1. The Council’s Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) 

agreed with the Panel and recommended funding Aim 1 of CAUT19APL028. 
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2. Motion to approve Aim 1 of grant application CAUT19APL028 for a total of 

$200,000was passed with all in favor. 

 

Grant Application CAUT19APL027 

Dr. Eggerding called for a motion to approve the recommendations of the Scientific Advisory 

Committee to fund application CAUT19APL027. MOTION by Mr. Weitzen to fund grant 

application CAUT19APL027 was seconded by Dr. Kansagra. 

 

3. Motion to approve application CAUT19APL027 was passed with all in favor. 

 

 

Grant Application CAUT19APL009 

 

Dr. Eggerding called for a motion to approve the recommendations of the Scientific Advisory 

Committee to fund application CAUT19APL009. MOTION by Dr. Evans to fund grant 

application CAUT19APL009 was seconded by Dr. Wang. 

 

4. Motion to approve application CAUT19APL009 was passed with all in favor. 

 

Grant Application CAUT19APL014 

 

Dr. Eggerding called for a motion to approve the recommendations of the Scientific Advisory 

Committee to fund application CAUT19APL014. MOTION by Dr. Wang to fund grant 

application CAUT19APL014 was seconded by Dr. Friedman. 

 

Discussion: The Scientific Merit Review Panel discussed their concern regarding the shared text, 

personnel and science across three grant applications.  The Council’s Scientific Advisory Committee 

(SAC) stated the concern should be brought to the attention of the Council and a statement included in 

RFAs alerting all applicants the practice is unacceptable. Given CAUT19APL014 received the best score 

among the three applications the SAC recommended funding CAUT19APL014.   

 

 

5. Motion to approve application CAUT19APL014 was passed with eight in favor and one 

recusal. 
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Dr. Eggerding called for a motion to approve the recommendations of the Scientific Merit 

Review Panel and the Scientific Advisory Committee to not fund grant application 

#CAUT18ACE019. MOTION by Dr. Aquino to not approve grant application 

#CAUT18ACE019 was seconded by Mr. Macchiaverna. 

 

6. Motion to not approve grant application #CAUT18ACE019 was passed with all nine 

members in favor. 

 

Grant Application #CAUT18ACE015 

Dr. Eggerding called for a motion to approve the recommendations of the Scientific Merit 

Review Panel and the Scientific Advisory Committee to not fund grant application 

#CAUT18ACE015. MOTION by Dr. Friedman to not approve grant application 

#CAUT18ACE015 was seconded by Dr. Evans. 

 

7. Motion to not approve grant application #CAUT18ACE015 was passed with all nine 

members in favor. 

 

Grant Application #CAUT18ACE016 

Dr. Eggerding called for a motion to approve the recommendations of the Scientific Merit 

Review Panel and the Scientific Advisory Committee to not fund grant application 

#CAUT18ACE016. MOTION by Dr. Wang to not approve grant application #CAUT18ACE016 

was seconded by Dr. Aquino. 

 

8. Motion to not approve grant application #CAUT18ACE016 was passed with all nine 

members in favor. 

 

 

V.  Continuation funding      

The Council considered requests for continuation funding for six 2017 grants.   

 

Grant # CAUT17BSP010 

 

Dr. Eggerding called for a motion to approve Grant #CAUT17BSP010, Immune Regulation of 

Neural Stem/Progenitors, for year two continuation funding. 

MOTION by Dr. Aquino to approve Grant #CAUT17BSP010 for year two continuation funding 

was seconded by Ms. Sorvino.  

Dr. Costa recommended to the NJDOH that the grant be presented to Council for continuation 

funding. Dr. Zanna concurred.  
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9. MOTION to approve continuation funding for year two for Grant #CAUT17BSP010 

passed with eight members in favor and one recusal.                

 

Grant #CAUT17APL013 

 

Dr. Eggerding called for a motion to approve Grant #CAUT17APL013, Characterizing the 

Trajectory of Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) in Adolescents, for year two continuation 

funding. 

 

MOTION by Dr. Aquino to approve #CAUT17APL013 for year two continuation funding was 

seconded by Mr. Weitzen.  

Dr. Costa recommended to the NJDOH that the grant be presented to Council for continuation 

funding. Dr. Zanna concurred.  

 

10. MOTION to approve continuation funding for year two for Grant #CAUT17APL013 

passed with eight members in favor and one recusal.            

 

Grant #CAUT17BSP011 

 

Dr. Eggerding called for a motion to approve Grant # #CAUT17BSP011, Developmental 

dysregulation of inhibitory neuron migration as an experimental model to analyze mechanisms 

of Pediatric autism-epilepsy syndromes, for year two continuation funding. 

 

MOTION by Dr. Wang to approve Grant #CAUT17BSP011 for year two continuation funding 

was seconded by Dr. Evans.  

Dr. Costa recommended to the NJDOH that the grant be presented to Council for continuation 

funding. Dr. Zanna concurred.  

 

11. MOTION to approve continuation funding for year two for Grant #CAUT17BSP011 was 

passed with eight members in favor and one recusal.                         

Grant #CAUT17BSP022 

 

Dr. Eggerding called for a motion to approve Grant #CAUT17BSP022, The role for Semaphorin 

functions in cortico-basal ganglia development, repetitive behavior, and autism spectrum 

disorder, for year two continuation funding. 

 

MOTION by Mr. Macchiaverna to approve Grant #CAUT17BSP022 for year two continuation 

funding was seconded by Dr. Evans.  

 

Dr. Costa recommended to the NJDOH that the grant be presented to Council for continuation 

funding. Dr. Zanna concurred.  



 

 7 

 

12. MOTION to approve continuation funding for year two for Grant #CAUT17BSP022 was 

passed with all members in favor. 

 

Grant #CAUT17BSP024 

 

Dr. Eggerding called for a motion to approve Grant #CAUT17BSP024, Characterization of the 

female phenotype of ASD using Big Data, for year two continuation funding. 

 

MOTION by Dr. Aquino to approve Grant #CAUT17BSP024 for year two continuation funding 

was seconded by Mr. Macchiaverna.  

Dr. Costa recommended to the NJDOH that the grant be presented to Council for continuation 

funding. Dr. Zanna concurred.  

 

13. MOTION to approve continuation funding for year two for Grant #CAUT17BSP024 was 

passed with seven members in favor, one recusal and one no vote.  

 

Grant #CAUT17MED005 

 

Dr. Eggerding called for a motion to approve Grant #CAUT17MED005, Autism Care 

Coordination Youth Program (ACCYP), for year two continuation funding. 

 

MOTION by Dr. Aquino to approve Grant #CAUT17MED005 for year two continuation 

funding was seconded by Dr. Friedman.  

Dr. Costa recommended to the NJDOH that the grant be presented to Council for continuation 

funding. Dr. Zanna concurred.  

 

14. MOTION to approve continuation funding for year two for Grant #CAUT17MED005 

was passed with all members in favor. 

 

VI. NJACE Report-Dr. Gerald Costa    

Dr. Costa reported on the work of the NJACE Coordinating Center’s staff in implementing the 

Transition Plan. The Plan defines the processes and procedures for transfer of the Center at 

Montclair to Rutgers University, the new NJACE grantee. Meetings will be held with Council 

staff in July in preparation for the transition meeting with Rutgers in late July. The transition 

period ends with the closing of Montclair’s grant on August 31, 2018.    
                                

VII. Report of the Acting Executive Director    

NJACE Coordinating Center at Montclair State University 

 

Dr. Zanna thanked Dr. Costa for his report and, more importantly, for his work over the past six 

years in serving as Principal Investigator for the NJACE Coordinating Center grant and 
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overseeing, along with Karen Hood-Kasim, MPH and Eileen McKeating, Ph.D. as many as 30 or 

more grants at any given time. They were always available to assist the grantees with questions 

and concerns and ensuring progress reports were submitted on time, in addition to conducting 

site visits and planning grantee meetings and conferences. We anticipate a smooth transition as 

we move into a new phase in the development of the NJACE with Rutgers University as the 

grantee.  

Council Membership 

 

Thanks to those who referred applicants to apply for one of the three vacant Council seats; one 

for an individual with autism or family member with autism and two autism organization 

representatives.  

 

Funding 

 

Since the last meeting members were notified that in SFY19 $4M is to be appropriated from the 

Council’s fund and transferred to the Early Intervention Program. Members were also made 

aware of the impact of the appropriation on Council’s funding in SFY19 and beyond. We await 

the status of the funding.                          

 

 

VIII. Report of Revenues and Expenditures   

Copies of the Report of Revenues and Expenditures were sent to the Council members for their 

information.                                 

                                    

IX.  Public Comments – Comments from parents and autism organization leaders included 

concern over the proposed loss of FY19 funding with the transfer of funds to the Early 

Intervention Program (EIP); a possible source of additional funds for Council and clarification 

needed for the Council’s position as “in and of the Department of Health”.  

                              

X. Adjournment - Dr. Eggerding asked for a motion to adjourn. 

12. MOTION to adjourn by Dr. Wang and seconded by Dr. Aquino was passed with all members 

in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 PM. 

 

Note: Following the meeting members attended a presentation by Sherry L. Wilson, Esq., Ethics 

Training Officer for the New Jersey State Ethics Commission. The presentation was entitled 

Special State Officers Ethics Training 2018.    

                                                                                                                                                         

 

 


