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Some things a baby with normal hearing 
should be able to do:

Birth to 3 Months of Age
• Blinks or jumps when there is a sudden, loud sound
• Quiets or smiles when spoken to 
• Makes sounds like ”ohh,” ”ahh”

3 to 6 Months of Age
• Looks for sounds with eyes
• Starts babbling (”baba,” ”mama,” ”gaga”)
• Uses many sounds, squeals, and chuckles

6 to 9 Months of Age
• Turns head toward loud sounds
• Understands ”no-no” or ”bye-bye ”
• Babbles, for example ”baba,” ”mama,” ”gaga”

9 to 12 Months of Age
• Repeats simple words and sounds you make
• Correctly uses ”mama” or ”dada”
• Responds to singing or music
• Points to favorite toys and objects when asked

If you have questions about your baby’s hearing or this list, 
talk with your baby’s health professional.

Where else can I get information?

Can Your Baby Hear?
Your Baby's First Hearing Test

New Jersey Department of Health
Early Hearing Detection and Intervention Program
PO Box 364 • Trenton, NJ 08625-0364
(609) 984-1343 (TTY)
(609) 292-5676 (Voice only)
ehdi@doh.state.nj.us
www.nj.gov/health/fhs/ehdi/  
www.hearinghelp4kids.nj.gov
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Why should my baby’s hearing be tested?
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Make sure your baby’s hearing is tested before you leave the hospital.
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Why do some babies need another hearing test?

 fluid in the ear    noise in the testing room
 baby was moving a lot  baby has hearing loss
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