Professional Advisory Committee

of the 

Division of Addiction Services

New Jersey Department of Human Services

Meeting Notes
Meeting Location:  Monmouth County Human Services Building, Kozloski Road, Freehold
Date:  Friday, November 17, 2006
Welcome and Introductions:
Rich Bowe and Raquel Jeffers

Attendance:  
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Richard Bowe 
Linda Chapman




Tony Comerford
James Curtin

Roberto Flecha




Joanne Furze 
Philip Horowitz
John Hulick




David Kerr

Steven Liga

Harry Morgan




Ivana Pareja

Mary Lou Powner
Vera Sansone




Sue Seidenfeld
Evelyn Sullivan
Linda Voorhis




Lew Ware

Ernestine Winfrey 
Marc Wurgaft
State Staff:
  
Fran Miceli

Beverly Cribbs
Dona Sinton






Raquel Jeffers
Lew Borsellino
Vicki Fresolone 

 
Call to Order: 
Raquel Jeffers called the meeting to order at 9:50 am
Minutes approval 
Motion by Steve Liga, 2nd Ernestine Winfrey – minutes from 9/15 approved
Schedule of meetings – every other month – 3rd Friday of the month, Monmouth County Human Services or Agriculture Building  ****NOTE:  Since the meeting, Raquel has asked that meetings be scheduled monthly****
Overview of Committees – nominating, housing, indicators and outcomes, fee for service and care management, co-occurring and  workforce development
Officer Elections Information – at the January meeting there will be a vote on new Executive Board – submit nominations prior to January meeting to Rich or Dona

At January meeting you will also sign up for committees – 1 DAS staff person will be on each committee
Acting Directors Report

Lew – Maximus Administrative claiming process – this is a vendor with experience generating revenue; DMHS has done this already, it allows a claim for administrative and other personnel type services that could be considered the determination of Medicaid eligible clients; DAS determined it would benefit initially about 60 providers; 23 providers in the pilot; It requires that: 1) data must be in NJSAMS; 2) complete budget of the agency; 3) roster.  The claim is computed on total budget, with 25% of revenue returned back to agencies; DAS is working on guidelines on use of these funds and is looking at it being unrestricted funds.
Raquel Jeffers – RFP for renovation and construction – another RFP will be issued for the remaining funding not obligated – look at NJ Register and DHS website for postings

Dona – CSAT TA approved by DAS

1) Quality Assurance unit creation

2) Quality Assurance monitoring procedures documentation

3) FFS implementation

4) Block Grant 101 training for providers and DAS staff

5) Performance and program management reports for DAS and providers

Vicki – NJAI is our implementation of Access to Recovery; one of 15 grants awarded; grant is primarily for opioid, assessments, detox, recovery members, transportation,  case supervision, methadone treatment and cocaine and crack addicts in a limited fashion

· program underutilized so we have lots of money to spend but ends 8/07 fiscally so DAS is applying for a no cost extension from SAMHSA
Recovery Mentors are a step in getting CADC; clients who have had mentors are 10% more likely to be sober at follow-up
Q – Steve Liga – how do clients get RMs?

A – Clients get Recovery Mentors through hotline 

Network meetings – Geralyn leading this year’s round of FFS network meetings; looking to unify the network and make it easier to understand; call Geralyn to sign up; next one is on 11/29

Q – Harry Morgan – Halfway houses have transitional housing; can this be a source?

A – Whenever this grant ends, we want to be able to support the workforce of RMs and our federal partners like it

Q – Lew Ware – how does counselor time get allocated for supervision of RM?
A - NJAI pays for the supervision time

Q – Who does GPRA?
A – RMs do GPRA – they’ve received training to do so

Q – We’ve gotten vouchers but don’t have mentors

A – We can hook you up with local agencies to you who have mentors

Fran – workforce development and prevention; statewide training initiative has begun; 10 sites for training; 1st immersion training done this week and it will be repeated in January; hands on college recruiting occurring as well; college course (looking at having substance abuse courses infused into their curriculum); we have upgraded the level of training offered 

Q – Phil Horowitz – nurses need to be brought up a level too for substance abuse
A – That’s what we need to hear and PAC is the group to tell us

Beverly – special needs housing trust fund; existed since last summer; addiction population does meet criteria for this funding; it focuses on capital development; some of our providers have applied for this; DMHS and DDD are main divisions using this fund right now; we need to have service dollars associated with this; this is part of Governor’s initiative to end homelessness; DAS met with Patty Holland of DMHS to move this initiative forward with DAS too; this puts “housing first”; we are working with HMFA to get training for our providers; you’ll get this information/training in winter/early spring.
Q – Phil Horowitz – exciting topic but delicate because some policy makers present another perspective twist concept around; the potential is great but let’s just be careful to not push treatment away.
Q – Ernestine Winfrey – What’s the difference between Easter Seals housing through mental health?  Is this better?

A – We don’t know; this is all new to us since we didn’t have service dollars.

Vera Sansone stated that they use it at their agency and its great with their co-occurring clients

Q – Dave Kerr – if we start with addiction as a chronic disease then our system is set up for acute episodic; people need minimum of 5 years of support

 Raquel Jeffers – Work with us to roll up your sleeves and let’s move on systems change.  – we need to structure our system to be centered around the client with a client centered recovery oriented system of care; DAS staff will immerse themselves in this system to be able to translate this to practice in NJ with the PAC

NOMS; Raquel Jeffers reached out to Pennsylvania who will share their experience with us and we will ask for NEATTC to help us identify indicators.

Other Senior DAS staff not here today:  
Suzanne Borys – Research
Harry  Reyes– Acting Director for Licensure and Construction

Charlie Crowely  – Information  Systems Management Manager (NJ SAMS) 
Lisa Mojer-Torres– consumer advocate – client centered

Terri – Human Resources Director

Mike Miller – Network Management

Ann Wanamaker– Priority Population Manager and Criminal Justice

Joe Chiappa – IDP Chief

Budget Forums for DHS – substance abuse notably not present at these meeting; you need to be at table; our budget may be out by PAC’s next meeting; you need to react to it; COLA was big topic at budget forums

Q – Dave Kerr – his counselors who are working towards CADC but can’t get it because of their arrears in child support; his letter to Governor went to Elaine DeMars and she spoke with him yesterday; this runs against the purpose of what we are trying to do.

A – Need to separate out the legislative piece from the workforce development piece.

Meeting Adjourned: 11:55 am 
Next Meeting Friday January 19 at 9:30 am

Human Services First Floor Conference Room

