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Col. Kevin Hegarty, left, director of the New Jersey National Guard 
Homeland Security Center of Excellence hands the 21st WMD-CST colors 
to Maj. Timothy Metcalf, the incoming commander on Aug. 16. Metcalf 
replaces Lt. Col. Jesse Arnstein, who led the elite 20-member unit for 
the past three years. Photo by Staff Sgt. Wayne Woolley, DMAVA Public 
Affairs

Children of fallen Soldiers enjoy the National Guard rock climbing wall as 
part of the activities for families  at a joint-service Survivor Outreach Ser-
vices (SOS) Picnic on Aug. 13 at the DMAVA campus in Lawrenceville.. 
Attendees were treated to lunch, music, and activities such as a rock-wall 
climb, face painting, bean-bag toss, volley ball, and arts and crafts for the 
children Photo by Staff Sgt. Shawn Morris, 99th RSC Public Affairs

Maj. Gen. Glenn K. Rieth, the Adjutant General, and U.S. Sen. Robert Menendez use scissors to cut the ribbon to inaugurate the opening of a $2.6 
million multi-purpose room at the Paramus Veterans Memorial Home on Aug. 9. The creation of the 7,900 square-foot addition will enhance the 
quality of life for the more than 300 residents by creating a dedicated space for events. Photo by Mark Olsen, DMAVA/PA.
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DMAVA Highlights is published weekly by the Public Affairs Of-
fice of the New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs. 
The views and opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those 
of the Department of Defense, the Army, the Air Force, the National 
Guard, Veterans Affairs or the state of New Jersey. Letters may be sent 
to: NJDMAVA, DMAVA Highlights, Public Affairs Office, PO Box 
340, Trenton NJ 08625-0340. e-mail at pao@njdmava.state.nj.us.

New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs
Maj. Gen. Glenn K. Rieth – The Adjutant General
Brig. Gen. James J. Grant – Director, Joint Staff 
Raymond Zawacki – Deputy Commissioner for Veterans Affairs
Chief Warrant Officer 2 Patrick Daugherty – Public Affairs Officer
Air Force Staff Sgt. Armando Vasquez - Public Affairs Specialist
Army Staff Sgt. Wayne Woolley – Public Affairs Specialist

Sgt. James Nelson, 50th Brigade Special Troop Battalion, New Jersey 
National Guard, pulls a 125 pound medical stretcher during an timed 
evaluation as part of the Army National Guard’s Best Warrior Competi-
tion at Fort Benning, Ga. Aug. 6. Nelson was one of seven Army Guard 
members who competed for the title of Soldier of the Year throughout the 
five days of competition. U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Leisa Grant

From left to right, State Senator James Whelan, Rep. Frank A. LoBi-
ondo (R.-2nd Dist.), U.S. Senator Robert Menendez, Col. Robert C. Bol-
ton, Commander, 177th Fighter Wing, Maj. Gen. Glenn K. Rieth, The 
Adjutant General of New Jersey and Maj. Gen. Maria Falca-Dodson, 
Commander, New Jersey Air National Guard, prepare to cut the ribbon 
during a ceremony at the 177th Fighter Wing, New Jersey Air National 
Guard on August 11. 

TICKETS FOR TROOPS  
The New York Red Bulls will be hosting their annual 

Tickets for Troops Night  
at Red Bull Arena on September 10th.  

All military personnel and their families will receive a 
discounted ticket.  

Tickets are $18 -- face value $28 
For more information, visit:

www.newyorkredbulls.com

24/7 Safe Helpline (877) 995-5247
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DMAVA, NJNG is now on Facebook, Twitter
To receive notification wherever you are, follow us on Twitter 

@NJDMAVA and @NJNationalGuard! You’ll get our news head-
lines, upcoming events, photos and much more.

Attention fans of Highlights! The Department of Military and 
Veterans Affairs and the New Jersey National Guard have launched 
their official Facebook and Twitter pages.

So help us achieve our goal of expanding our Facebook fan base 
by 100 fans per month. Go to https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-
Jersey-Department-of-Military-and-Veterans-Affairs/245085018841687 
and https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Jersey-National-
Guard/185017611554223 and press the  button and 
become one of our fans. 
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