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Date: June 15, 2017

To: New Jersey Highlands Water Protection and Planning Council

From: Wilma Frey, Senior Policy Manager, NJ Conservation Foundation

Re: Borough of Bloomsbury, Proposed Highlands Redevelopment
Area Designation

It is unfortunate that the public was not advised of th% revised material on the
Bloomsbury Redevelopment Area in a more timely fashion. The documents,
dated May 19, were prepared over a month ago, the day after last month's
Highlands Council meeting.

The Supplemental Highlands RMP Consistency Review, Part 2 - Water
Resources, Subpart B - Protection of Water Resources Quantity, determines
that the proposed project is inconsistent with RMP Policy 2D4. Restrict
development and uses of and within a Prime Ground Water Recharge Area
that reduce natural ground water recharge volumes or may directly or
indirectly contribute to or result in water quality degradation. The project
is found to be inconsistent with the four following policy

objectives: Objectives 2D4a, 2D4b, 2D4c and 2D4d.

The project is located in a Net Water Deficit Area, HUC 14(s), Musconetcong
River Warren Glen to I-78. The January 25, 2017 Highlands RMP
Consistency Determination Review Part 2, Water Resources, Subpart A,
Water Resources Availability, found the project inconsistent with
Objectives 2B8a and 2B8b: "Prevent net increases in consumptive or
depletive water uses in current Water Deficit Areas to prevent exacerbation of
and help reduce or eliminate the deficit to ensure sustainable water supply,
water resource and ecological values, emphasizing techniques including, but
not limited to water reuse, recycling and conservation."”

Objective 2B8b: "Proposed new consumptive or depletive water uses within
a Current Deficit Area shall only occur under the auspices of a Water Use and
Conservation Management Plan approved under Objective 2B8c or through
mitigation of the proposed consumptive or depletive use within the same HUC
14 subwatershed: a permanent reduction of existing consumptive and
depletive water uses; ground water recharge in access of the requirements of
NJAC 7:8 (Stormwater Mgmt. ruies), or other permanent means."

The January 2017 consistency determination review found that two policies
were not applicable (N/A). However, had these policies been implemented
through more complete water resources planning at the HUC 14 level
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and above, the project would have been found inconsistent. The two
policies are:

Policy 2B4: "To strictly limit consumptive and depletive water uses to the
water availability in each HUC 14 subwatershed and to establish priorities for
water uses that implement the policies and objectives of the RMP." .

Policy 2B5: "Require the use of water conservation, recycling and reuse
methods (where appropriate) and devices for any redevelopment or
development activity to minimize consumptive water use tailored to meet the
resource protection and other goals for each Zone and considering
subwatershed-specific conditions and net Water Availability status."

"Where a Water Use and Conservation Management Plan has not been
approved:

1. Each project shall achieve mitigation ranging from 125% to 200%, based on
the severity of the Current Deficit and the amount of consumptive or depletive
water use proposed.” (There are four additional criteria as well.)

In view of these multiple inconsistencies of the project in important
matters of water supply, existing water deficit, and water quality
protection, we do not believe that the project should be permitted to
move forward without fully addressing all of these important water
resource issues.
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