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MEMORANDUM

to:
MEMBERS OF THE State Planning Commission





from:
Benjamin L. Spinelli, executive director

date:
September 12, 2007

re:
New Plan Endorsement



	
 


Staff is recommending adoption of the Municipal Plan Endorsement Guidelines and approval to publish in the New Jersey Register the proposed rule amending Chapter 7 of the State Planning Rules that formalize the new plan endorsement process.  The public shall have additional opportunities to comment on the proposed plan endorsement rule pursuant to the Administrative Procedures Act before the rule may be adopted.  Meanwhile, a municipality may agree to voluntarily commence plan endorsement under the new Municipal Plan Endorsement Guidelines, if approved.  

Staff proposes an update to the plan endorsement process to address issues that have arisen over the past three years under the current process.  The purpose of the update is to address the following issues:

· Elimination of Initial and Advanced Plan Endorsement and the ambiguities inherent in a two step process

· Advance a more holistic and coordinated approach to updating a petitioner’s plan for consistency with the State Development and Redevelopment Plan

· Ability to prepare documents for endorsement within a sufficient amount of time
· Increase the number of public participation opportunities

· Require more involvement of the local planning board

· Community support of the proposed plan

· Development of a contract at the beginning of plan endorsement between a Petitioner and the State agencies that is tailored to the individual characteristics of a petitioner and clearly lays out the requirements, benefits, and state assistance available to satisfy the requirements
· Enhanced coordination among state agency regulatory programs and funding to incentivize good planning at the state level
· More benefits

Since the August PIC meeting, staff has considered final comments from the committee and the public, and addressed them accordingly.  Amendments to the guidelines and rule resulting from the comments are not substantive in nature but provide clarification to the plan endorsement process and requirements with those changes highlighted.  The changes relate to the following:

· Highlighting the desire for municipalities to incorporate sustainable practices into each of the elements of the master plan

· Time periods are calculated in calendar days

· An implementation strategy shall be considered as part of the agriculture retention/farmland preservation plan for endorsement

· Habitat conservation program was revised to give the State the ability to tailor requirements to individual characteristics of a petitioner

Other changes are minor in nature with no impact on plan endorsement as has been previously presented to you at prior commission and committee meetings.  
