For discussion at April 20, 2005 State Planning Commission Meeting


STATE AGENCY PROPOSED CHANGES TO STATE PLAN

AND POLICY MAP HAVING STATE-WIDE RELEVANCE 

Parks and Natural Areas

OSG will defer to county and local governments when identifying new publicly dedicated land on the State Plan Policy Map.  The proposed State Plan Policy Map will be amended to reflect the new park areas as identified in the County cross-acceptance reports.

Historic and Cultural Sites (HCS)

OSG incorporated into the Preliminary Map the existing HCS file that included existing cross-accepted historic sites and districts.  The State Plan Policy map will be revised to include those historic districts and sites that have received recognition on federal or state historic registries.   Existing cross-accepted sites and districts not officially recognized will eventually be removed from the HCS file.  This approach allows for consistent treatment of proposed HCSs throughout the state.  We will also be working with the State Historic Preservation Office and the New Jersey Historic Trust on proposing changes to the State Plan that better highlight the significance of historic and cultural sites within the overall planning effort. 

Proposed and Identified Centers

Proposed and Identified centers will be removed from the State Plan and State Plan Policy map to avoid legal recognition of areas not officially designated as centers by the SPC.  Only those centers officially designated by the SPC will remain in the Plan and Policy Map.  Future centers will be created only through the plan endorsement process and added to the map at that time.

Highlands Region

The areas located in the Highlands Preservation Area will be left to the jurisdiction of the Highlands Council and will be identified only as the “Highlands Preservation Area” on the proposed State Plan Policy Map.  The current State Plan planning area designations within the Highlands Preservation Area are no longer considered to be in effect.

Areas within the Planning Area are within the jurisdiction of both the State Planning Commission (SPC) and the Highlands Council.  The Planning Area will be addressed by the SPC when revising the State Plan and State Plan Policy Map.  Decisions on Highlands Planning Area towns will therefore continue to be considered by the SPC during the cross-acceptance process, and will include representatives from the Highlands Council in our negotiations with the Highlands counties. 

Consolidation of Planning Areas 4 and 4B

Rural Planning Areas (PA4) and Rural Environmentally Sensitive Planning Area (PA4B) will be consolidated to create a new PA4 to eliminate the confusion regarding the distinction between the two closely related planning areas.  Criteria used to designate PA4 and PA4B under the current plan are substantially similar creating difficulties in accurately defining and mapping these areas.  Recommendations for amendments to the text of the State Plan include a single planning area identified as “Agricultural/Rural Planning Area” to emphasize the agricultural focus while recognizing the need to protect environmentally sensitive resources in the new PA4.  Proposed language is attached.

State Initiated Planning Area and CES Amendments

The Preliminary State Plan Map identified new environmentally sensitive areas as critical environmental sites and also made planning area changes.  DEP staff have reviewed and recommended additional amendments to the State Plan Policy Map for discussion with Counties and local agencies.  The purpose of DEP’s analysis has been to make the State Plan Map more transparent by more accurately reflecting significant environmental features.  Many of DEP’s recommended changes modify proposed CES or Planning Area changes depicted on the Preliminary Map.  For example, DEP has examined where there are concentrations of proposed CESs or individual CESs that meet the criteria for PA5.  The DEP has concentrated its review on environmental feature data that have already been provided to OSG and counties during Cross-acceptance.  These data layers include wetlands, Threatened and Endangered Landscape Areas 3, 4 and 5, beaches, Natural Heritage Priority Sites, and Category One water drainages.  Existing State Plan Policy Map mapping conventions are being used to determine whether the expanded or combined areas should be mapped as CES or PA 5.  DEP has also evaluated whether there are other areas not contiguous with existing or proposed PA 5 or CES with these significant environmental features that should be considered for PA 5 or CES designation.  This review for environmentally sensitive features also includes identifying specific predominately developed areas for elimination from proposed CESs.

DEP – Stream Corridor Mapping

Some Counties have included in their Cross-acceptance reports county and/or municipal recommendations to create stream corridors along all or certain streams using the CES designation.  DEP has provided mapping data to OSG that reflects stream corridors as CES.  Specifically, DEP mapping recognizes Category 1 stream corridors as special water resource protection areas established by the Stormwater Management rules and  Category 2 streams with less significant stream corridor areas.  DEP is providing maps for discussion with County staff.  Maps created by DEP identifying all beaches as CESs will also be provided to Counties unless the area is already in a designated and/or proposed Planning Area 5.

