Cape May Point   (Action Plan Item D5)
Habitat Protection Strategy
Introduction:

The purpose of this narrative is to highlight the Habitat Protection Strategies that the Borough of Cape May Point has implemented to ensure that the Borough has proper habitat protection measures in place to comply with Coastal Zone Management and CAFRA objectives.    
Background:  As stated in the Borough’s Coastal Consistency Statement, “Cape May Point’s quality of life is based on, in large part, its location at the most southerly point of New Jersey on the tip of the Cape May Peninsula.  Surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean, Delaware Bay and state owned Open Space, the co-existence of human habitation and natural habitat supports legendary concentrations of migrant and resident wildlife.”*   “Cape May Point is part of an internationally recognized migratory path along the Atlantic flyway, contributing to the world class migration spectacle stopover for birds of prey, butterflies, dragonflies and songbirds.”*  
Cape May Point’s maintenance of significant habitat greatly contributes to the economic tourism base of New Jersey.   
As far back as 1998, Cape May Point’s Landscape Ordinance was singled out by the Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions in their Sample Ordinances for Protecting Significant Coastal Habitats:   “While it is common to have ordinances regulating the spacing and types of trees and landscaping in new developments, it is rare to find communities committed to maintaining vegetation.”  The ordinance that they printed in its entirety resulted from concern stemming from the early 1980’s, when a wave of development hit Cape May Point.  The Environmental Commission prepared a report that outlined resident’s concerns over the development of vacant lots, in combination with the dying trees and made specific recommendations concerning the preservation of habitat.  In an editorial cheering the Borough for its “farsightedness and sensitivity”, the Atlantic City Press stated “Cape May Point, the entire community is a bird sanctuary”.      

Cape May Point is so honored to be at the internationally recognized “epicenter” of the Atlantic Flyway that “as a community” Cape May Point prioritizes habitat maintenance as its number one goal.      
Actions:
Cape May Point has taken aggressive action in protecting its unique environmental character:  

Environmental Commission:
The Environmental Commission prepared an Environmental Resource Inventory in 1998 with updates done as recently as September, 2008.  

A Tree Survey of Cape May Point 2006-2007 (along with Zoning Maps) by Mark Garland for Garland Cunningham was commissionsioned and recently adopted by the Environmental Commission and included in the ERI.   It is hoped that this will become the basis for even more stringent habitat protection measures. 
Cape May Point Taxpayer Association:
The Taxpayer Association of Cape May Point Annual Garden Awards given each August since 1983 has had a visible effect on the number of flowers and plantings that greet the migrating species. 

A very intensive volunteer program to plant dune grass and appropriate vegetation on the dunes has been going on under the auspices of the Cape May Point Taxpayer Association since Oct 22, 1988.  

Friends of Lake Lily:
Through the Lake Committee, Cape May Point has planted over 100 shrubs and trees around the lake, a major dredging project was done and in November 2007 Clean Flo,  an underwater oxygenating system, was installed.  Although not yet free of algae, obvious positive changes to the lake bottom are visible.  Clean water is being anticipated in summer 2009.      
The Conservation Plan of the Master Plan of the Borough of Cape May Point identifies Lake Lily as “the 16 acre freshwater headlands of the Cape May Point State Park and the Nature Conservancy’s South Cape May Meadow Natural Area.  The state, however, has classified the lake as FW2/NT (Fresh water that does not originate in or wholly within Federal or State parks and does not support the maintenance or production of trout)”.  

Cape May County Open Space: 
Cape May County has purchased Open Space within the Borough which it leases to the Borough for $1.00/year.    The Environmental Commission has decided on a highly educational use of this parcel:  With the help of volunteers they are in the process of creating a Rain Garden on what is easily the most visible spot in Cape May Point; along the road to the Cape May Point State Park where 100,000 visitors pass by each year.#  

#Rain Garden in Triangle Park narrative is attached to this document.
Cape May Point Master Plan: 
Cape May Point has an Open Space and Recreation Plan to help provide guidance as to resource planning and management priorities of the following:  

Lake Lily, (“a freshwater lake covering 16 acres which provides passive recreation such as bird watching, picnicking, photography or just sitting and enjoying the sounds and the beauty of the lake and wildlife”). 

Beach Park covers 27.1 acres along the ocean and the Delaware Bay.  Although no activities are allowed on the dunes, the Point beaches provide the last Atlantic Ocean beach experience in New Jersey.  

Entranceway Park 0.6 acres contain a picnic table and a gazebo making this area ideal for a picnic or bird watching.

Pavilion Circle Park (comprises 2.3 acres and is located at the center of the Borough).   The park serves as the hub for several Cape May Point streets.   Recreational activities include volleyball, Basketball, bird and butterfly classes, children’s games, concerts, picnicking and Easter egg hunts.  Local residents maintain the award winning gardens of Pavilion Circle Park.

“The Quiet Streets of the Borough are ideal for such recreational activities as walking, jogging, biking and rollerblading and of course, birdwatching. 
Federal Compliance: 
The Borough of Cape May Point’s Beach Management Plan for the Protection of Federally & State Listed Species was drafted September 2008 in cooperation with NJ DEP, Div of Fish and Wildlife and U S Dept of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service.    It is expected to be finalized before the end of 2008.   The Borough has complied with all rules as requested.

State Compliance: 
NJ DEP Green Acres Program has greatly helped the Borough to preserve Open Space.   There are NO privately owned beaches in Cape May Point.  The Borough has been partnered with Green Acres for over four decades. 

The Borough of Cape May Point signed the State Aid Agreement in July, 2008 and will comply with all requirements of the agreement.  
Cape May Point has already established its center to be consistent with the 208 sewer service area.  The proposed “Village Center” is consistent with SSA, CAFRA thus ensuring that no growth takes place in sensitive areas.    
Cape May Point wastewater treatment is accomplished via the Cape May County MUA and future build out is well within capacity allotted.
Cape May Point Borough Ordinances:
The Borough has many ordinances to protect the natural character of the Point and to guide development to protect habitat which helps to promote travel and tourism:  
Cape May Point has so well protected its habitat that the only changes required to comply with the Beach Management plan was to make two relatively small ordinance changes from what we already required:  Ordinance 553-08: Section 58-12P does not allow dogs or other animals on the beaches from 3-15 to 10-31, a change of only a few weeks and Section 58-12Q No kite flying on one particular “precautionary beach”. 
A “Statement of Purpose” was added to the Landscape Ordinance No. 554-08 10- 9- 2008.
It reads:  It is the intent of the Borough of Cape May Point to require a Landscape and Vegetation Plan for several reasons:  To continue it “history of co-existence of human habitation with natural habitat that supports legendary concentrations of migrant and resident wildlife”*.  The trees on both private and public lands are crucial to the continued ability of the Borough to support a “world class migration spectacle”*.  The maintenance and replacement of the excellent variety of trees is necessary to retain “what is effectively and arboretum and a premier nature sanctuary”.*   Additionally there are social, environmental and economic benefits:  Trees alter the environment by moderating climate (thus reducing energy costs), improving air quality (by absorbing carbon dioxide, ozone, carbon monoxide and sulfur dioxide), conserving water and increasing the value of a property.  *Tree Survey of Cape May Point 2006-2007 by Mark Garland, Garland Cunningham LLC.
Ordinance 120-1W adopted 12-12-1987: “No person shall cut, trim, damage, disturb any plant, tree, bush or natural growth of natural vegetation on any borough land or on any dedicated natural area without recommendation of the Environmental Commission and appropriate resolution of the Board of Commissioners.

Ordinance 4-22 through 4-25 prohibits the feeding of waterfowl in Lake Lily to prevent excess nutrients which is a major cause of algae. 
The Borough has adopted and re-examined Storm Water Management Plan and enforces the Storm water Ordinance 96-1 through 96-21.  

