Cape May Point         Action Plan Item D4 

Water Conservation Measures Narrative
Introduction:
The purpose of this narrative is to highlight Water Conservation Measures that the Borough of Cape May Point has been, or is in the process of, implementing to conform to Coastal Zone Management Rules and CAFRA objectives.
Background:   
Cape May Point owns and operates a fully developed water distribution system which provides water to every street within its municipal boundaries.  Cape May Point has no water supply facilities.  The water supply of Borough of Cape May Point is from the City of Cape May Water Utility’s Desalination Plant via the Cape May Point Water Sewer Utility.  The Utility is located on Sunset Blvd, west of the Borough entrance at Cape Ave.  The facility is automated and unstaffed consisting of a Pump House and a thirty two foot high storage tank with a 250,000 gallon capacity.   This facility has a 125kw standby generator to keep the water flowing during power outages.    
There are no septic systems in Cape May Point. The Water Sewer Utility provides sewer service to all the properties in the Borough.   
For practical purposes, the soil for all of Cape May Point is classified as Coastal Beach.  The soil is almost entirely sand for the first 30 feet and thus, has very low fertility, excessive drainage and rapid permeability.  Coastal beach soils have severe limitations for every type of community use including among other things agriculture and landscaping.   
Storm water Management Ordinances:  
Cape May Point Storm Water Management Ordinances 96-1 through 96-21 outline water conservation measures, such as standards to minimize the impact of storm water runoff on water quality and water quantity, and to maintain groundwater recharge.   Non structural storm water management strategies are addressed as “protection of natural drainage features and vegetation; to minimize land disturbance; to minimize soil compaction; provide low maintenance landscaping that minimizes lawns, fertilizers and pesticides”.
Irrigation of Public Land:   
Several public landscaped areas have sprinkler systems that were using potable water supply for irrigation.   Immediately after the May, 2008 election, a change of policy was implemented to cut potable water usage for irrigation by one half (½).  

Although use of potable water even at the reduced rate is a practice that will not be continued in the future, it was felt that the Borough’s award winning landscaped areas should not be allowed to die.

The Borough’s first choice for irrigation is “reused water” from the Cape May County Municipal Utility Authority which is located just across Sunset Blvd from Cape May Point.    Cape May Point Department of Public Works has been in discussion with the Cape May County MUA to develop a plan for bringing the treated wastewater across the road into the Borough.   Due to the Borough’s small size, the project should be feasible, but also due to its small size, local funds are not available for the entire project.  Grant monies are being investigated for planning and implementation.

Because of the need to discontinue the use of potable water, a rather inexpensive, quick solution is to have shallow wells drilled and connected to the irrigation system for the summer of 2009 and until the “reused” water source is fully available.   This option is currently being pursued.   
Use of Native Plants in Landscape:  
Cape May Point Landscape and Vegetation Plan:  Ordinance: 150-21 A-K requires at least 60% overall vegetative coverage* of lots and further requires pervious surfaces for all driveways and parking areas.  
*The use of natural indigenous vegetation is encouraged and any bushes which are planted in lieu of trees in certain allowed circumstances must be listed in the Backyard Habitat for Birds, a Guide for Landowners and Communities in New Jersey by Pat Sutton for NJ Audubon Society.

Native vegetation does not need to be watered as often as non native species and can even survive drought conditions thus reducing water usage during the most critical times.    
Educational efforts:  The Cape May Point Taxpayer Association has provided low flow shower heads free of charge to those who simply request them.  More than 1/3 of the properties in Cape May Point received them.

Shallow wells have been encouraged for irrigation of gardens on private property.  

The Master Plan of the Borough of Cape May Point continues to note the importance of “preserving and adding to the native vegetation of the area”.   

The need for a Water Conservation Plan has been addressed in the Master Plan and work is beginning on such a plan in order to: reduce water consumption levels, reduce the loss and waste of water, improve efficiency in the use of water, increase recycling and reuse in the water supply and extending the life of current water supplies by reducing the rate of growth in demand. 
A rain garden plan is attached and is currently being built at Triangle Park, Cape May Point for educational purposes and as a way to return storm water runoff to the aquifer.

Water rate structure:  
Cape May Point Water and Sewer Utility is considering a new rate structure to better reflect actual usage with the hope that it will encourage water conservation.     

