Berkeley Vision Statement – February 25, 2003


PRELIMINARY PLANNING AGENDA

	Goals
	Task
	Participants

	Development and Redevelopment

	1. Provide a healthy balance of land uses that preserves the residential character of the community while providing convenient opportunities to acquire essential goods and services.   
2. Direct most new development to a well planned, compact, mixed use Town Center. 

3. Redevelop existing commercial centers into accessible, compact and well-defined nodes with linkages to the surrounding neighborhoods.

4. Complete the planned build-out of existing residential neighborhoods and maintain them as attractive high quality areas that will serve both existing and new residents.
	· Initiate a Town Center planning process.
· Initiate planning for the scale, scope and design of the commercial nodes.
· Reexamine the Master Plan and determine the most appropriate way to incorporate the vision statement. 
· Review and revise land development ordinances to 
        implement vision statement 
	· Berkeley Township

· NJ Office of Smart Growth



	Transportation and Circulation

	5. Provide connections between residential areas, commercial nodes, community facilities and the Town Center through an attractive, free flowing, community circulation system.

6. Provide opportunities for residents and visitors to access multiple modes of transportation including public transportation, bikeways and pedestrian ways.

7. Provide an alternate route for north-south through traffic that enhances rather than detracts from the community; and supports the development of a Town Center as opposed to a strip sprawl development pattern.  

8. Strategically complete the residential street grids to ensure connectivity within and between neighborhoods.  

9. Improve the level of service along the Route 9 corridor through the implementation of creative engineering, land use and design techniques.
	· Prepare a strategic circulation plan.

· Participate in NJDOT Route 9 corridor study.


	· Berkeley Township

· Ocean County

· NJDOT

· NJTransit


	Economic Development

	10. Foster economic development in the Town Center and in commercial nodes along Route 9 to primarily service a local market and a limited regional market.  
	· Survey residents to determine desired services and 

        retail opportunities.

· Prepare regional market analysis.
	· Berkeley Township

	Housing

	11. Maintain a balanced stock of housing that accommodates diverse lifestyles and age groups.  

12. Ensure proper maintenance of the existing housing stock.
	· Review and upgrade property maintenance code.

· Continue to participate in the Ocean County housing rehabilitation program.

· Provide for diverse housing types in the Town Center plan.
	· Berkeley Township

· Ocean County

	Recreation and Open Space

	13. Create a comprehensive recreation system that provides indoor and outdoor, active and passive recreation opportunities for all age groups and ability levels; and that meets or exceeds state and national performance 

and safety standards.
14. Create a comprehensive open space system that provides passive and active recreation opportunities, preserves sensitive lands, creates connected green and blue ways, provides environmental education opportunities, and establishes greenbelts around existing and planned development.  
15. Continue aggressive open space preservation efforts with funding shared among Berkeley Township, Ocean County, the State and federal governments and non-profit groups.
	· Prepare a comprehensive Open Space and Recreation Plan.
	· Berkeley Township

· Ocean County

· Federal and state agencies

· Non-profit land trusts 


	Public Facilities and Services

	6. Concentrate new community facilities such as a post office, police substation, fire station and governmental offices in a new Town Center. 

17. Ensure efficient delivery of public services through interlocal agreements and regionalized services. 

18. Strategically extend public water and sewer service to existing neighborhoods, infill development, identified commercial nodes and the Town Center based on cost-effectiveness, the need to address health issues, and consistency with the Township’s growth management policies.
	· Prepare a Capital Improvement Plan.

· Review Sewer Service Plan for conformance with 

        vision statement.

· Evaluate current interlocal service agreements and identify opportunities for sharing additional services.

· Determine capacity of Berkeley Water Company to serve additional development.


	· Berkeley Township

· Berkeley MUA

· Berkeley Twp. Sewerage Authority

· Private utilities

· Ocean County

· OCUA

· NJDCA

	Community Design

	19. Promote aesthetically pleasing human scale development that recognizes the character of traditional New Jersey bay front towns.

20. Encourage traditional neighborhood elements such as sidewalks, alleys, front porches, public spaces, green spaces, street grids, street trees, and mixed uses that support pedestrian activity, human interaction, public safety, mass transit, and easy access to goods and services.   

21. Encourage commercial development and retrofitting that emphasizes quality architecture, shared access and parking, transit friendly facilities, pedestrian circulation, appropriate intensification of buildings, and extensive landscaping especially in parking areas; and avoids blank or windowless walls, oversized parking areas, light pollution, multiple and uncontrolled highway access points. 
	· Develop design standards in the town center and commercial node planning process.

· Incorporate design standards into the land development ordinances.
	· Berkeley Township

· NJ Office of Smart Growth
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